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Editor’s Preface 


The military operations in the central counties of West Virginia during 
the American Civil War had an influence and bearing upon the outcome 
of the fratricidsl strife greater than has been generally ascribed. 
Strange as it may seem, bot little has been written of the movements 
of the armies in interior West Virginia. In a general way the military 
movements have been dwelt upon in proportion to their relation to larger 
operations and battles, but the local character scems to have been passed 
without much notice. 

The significance of the operations in Lewis and adjoining comnties 
cannot be measured by the number of troops engaged in holding the 
section, or by the fact that no great battle was fought within the sector 
upon which hinged the fate of armies or of the nation itself. The 
importance of holding the central counties within the lines of the Federal 
army, and of holding the loyalty of the citizemry to the Federal govern« 
ment, was the fact. that it offered a barrier to the armies of the South 
and prevented the establishment of their military limes along the borders 
of Ohio and Pennsylvania. Protection to the national capital was given 
by holding open the lines of communication between the east and wast, 
and finally Federal contro! of northwestern Virginia was definitely 
determined, where allegiance to the Mother State and the Union was 
divided. And it was through this control that the leaders of the west 
and northwest secured the establishment of the new State of West 
Virginia, the culmination of a more than ninety years’ effort om the part 
of western Virginia to secure a separation from the Old Dominion. 

Weston, holding the gateway to all points im the interior, by reason 
of its strategic position became a military post within the very first 
months ef the war, and with the exception of brief intervals waa ccanpied 
as such until the close of hostilities. Troops of both armies held the 
town at different times and the surrounding country felt the heavy hand 
of raiders and hangers-on of the armies of both the North and South. 
The military movements from the post at Weston dominated the seation 
and especieily was this true in the many outposts and detachments of 
troops sent ont to contre! or hold im check the marauding hands of 
“bushwhackers” or “independent rangers” who held forth in the mountain 
fastnesses and preyed wpon the citizenry withowt much regerd to 
‘ullegiance, or upon either army as occasion presented or the whim of 
the leader directed. 

Mr. Ceok has delved deeply inte the history of the period ef which he 
writes and has spared mo pains to secure accuracy of material. From 
the great masa of date compiled the story of the participation of Lewis 
County and its citizens in the Civil War has been prepared; a story 
that is complete almost to the last detail and presented in a manner 
that is entirely free from rancor or partisan bias. 


BOYD B. STUTLER. 


Charleston, W. Va. 
September 1, 1924, 











Foreword 


The story of Lewis County, West Virginia, in the Civil War, meager 
and incomplete though it may be, is the outgrowth of a desire to see 
recorded in some permanent form such details as can be cwllected of the 
record of her sons during that fratricidal strife. I¢ first appeared ag an, 
historical serial in the “Weston Independent” tm 1919, largely docu. 
mantary as to source and compiled from official records, public doom. 
ments, old newspapers and letters generally believed to be reliable. 
Aside from the unpublished personal memoirs of Dr. Thomas Bland 
Camden (1829-1910), it would appear that in the fifty-four years that 
had elapsed no effort had been made by any one to set down any records 
of a local nature. Indeed this phase of the history of all county units 
in West Virginia has been largely overlooked. 

There is no discussion of the reasons for this war, designated by those 
of the far North as the “War of the Rebellion: in the more Southern 
States as the “War between the States” and by us of the border, usually, 
if not always, as the “Civil War," The writer, among thousands of 
others, was born of a family that saw service on both sides, and was 
reared among the declining numbers of brave men who fought for the 
right as they sew it. In 1886 over 250 ex-Federal soldiers attended a 
reunion at Weston; in 1900 2 reunion of the Blue and the Gray found 
almost. as many of both sides, and in 1924 a local paper records that five 
had gathered for a little social affair in the same community, Likewise, 
a survivor of the Army of Northern Virginia helped compile names for 
this undertaking and within a few months laid down his earthly labors. 
The survivors are banded together now in a fight against = common foe. 
dust as they banded together in the post-bellum day ta help build Up a 
great county in a great State. And may we of this generation not take 
pride in the reflection that they were American soldiers representative 
of the Nordie spirit. Down in Virginia lie side by side Generals William 
R. and James B. Terrill, both of whom died for principle as they saw it, 
one of whom served and died under the Stars and Stripes, the other 
under the Stars and Bars. A world of thought ia reflected in the simple 
inscription on the monument which says: “This monument erected by 
thelr father. God alone knows which was right.” 

But little stress ia laid on the so-called “Reconstruction” days. 
Happily and truthfully it may he said that there was little of bitterness 
in this region, when compared with other sections, The “Weston Demo- 
erat” on May 11, 1879, saya: “We are informed that a band of Kia Klux 
was s¢en in the Stone Coal neighborhood on the ist.” They numbered 
about thirty and after listening to an address they dispersed. indeed, 
the identity may be questioned. Thera wes no need for such avidences 
ef public interest as in the more southern regions, and within a very 
short time men who wore the gray were working hand im hand with, 
neighbors who had marched away in a uniform of bine. 
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No one more than the writer is aware of the imperfections of this 
little volume, and that errors may be present is quite possible, Lf, 
however, it helps preserve some of the history of that period and brings 
into being a volume much better, then its mission will have been fulfilled. 

Mention is made in the text in many cases of the origin of information 
contained therein. But the writer is indebted for assistance, in addition 
to those named, from Hon. Robert L. Bland, E. G. Davisson, Mrs. M. ©. 
Edwards, and the late Leander Troxell, of Weston; the late John &. 
Camden, of Parkersburg; Hon. Thomas J. Arnold, of Elkins; Mrs. M. M. 
Eaton, of Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Clifford R. Myers, State Historian and 
Archivist, and Miss Florence Schum, Librarian of the Department of 
Archives and History of West Virginia, of Charleston. Especial mention. 
is due Boyd B. Stutler, well known war historian of Charleston, who 
kindly checked up the manuscript in an endeavor to make it as free from 
errors as possible. 

ROY BIRD COOER. 
Charleston, W. Va. 
July, 1924. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
THE SECESSION OF VIRGINIA AND FORMATION OF WEST 
VIRGINIA 


The year 1860 found the whole State of Virginia in a condition of 
wildest commotion, unequaled in the previous history of the Common 
wealth. While it was the outgrowth of feeling gathering for pears, it 
was brought to a ¢limax by the daring ettempt of John Brown at 
Yarper’s Ferry. Untrue aa it may have been, there was a feeling that 
this was the result of a formidable conspiracy om the part of the Naxth 
te crush the institution of slavery in the South. 


Throughout the eastern section of the State, meetings were held im 
which thousands heard from the lips of eloquent orators the picturing 
of the future of Virginia when she should be the corner stone of a new 
republic. By December, in Botetourt County, John J. Allen, a son-in-law 
of John G. Jackson, and a former member of Congress from Clarksburg, 
@yafted resolutions concerning “the present alarming conditions of omy 
country, to give some expression of their opinion upon the threatening 
aspect of public affairs’ which spread like wildfire throughout the 
eounties east of the Alleghenies. In western Virginia public feeling was 
no less, even though directed along somewhat different lines. 

The Civil War was, of course, the occasion and the opportunity for 
the separation of western Virginia and the erection of a new State, of 
which Lewis County is a component part. Yet there were always points 
of differences between the two peoples, brought about largely by different 
origin, separated by a mountain barrier. Virginia sloped to the Atlantic 
Ocean and the rising sun, and western Virginia to the Ohio and the 
setting sun, Six deeades ago Lewis County was smali and poor, being 
principally neted for ber virgin forests, live-stock market, and es the 
home of 4 number of brilliant barristers who wrested from the tidewater 
politicians whet little internal improvements she did get. 

Leeal interest in polities at least until after the Constitution of 1862, 
was miestly centered in matters of State and National concern, But 
Major Theodore F. Lang cites that for years every candidate for the 
Virginia Assembly was sounded as to his sentiment concerning the 
separation of the State. It was always felt that the eastern slawe 
holders wielded tec much influence in the Richmond junta. Manhood 
suffrage after 1852 only relieved matters slightly, the slave population 
still being counted. But people in Lewis were only mildly interested in 
slavery, as a social or economic institution. No one in the county ever 
owned any number of them. 

Jacob Lorentz, Colonel Edward Jackson, hia son Cummins, and Alex 
ander Scott Withers in early years had beld as many as twelve, Minter 
Bailey had owned ten, Weedon Hoffman seven, William E, and George 
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3. Arnold from one té five. None were ever mistreated and the feeling 
of attachment by them to their owners was clearly refleoted by thelr 
adherence to the families even down to the time of the writer's boyhood, 
To be sure people recalled an occasional sale held im front of the old 
eourt house, the slave mounting a stoeme that stood im the yard, and 
once people lined the wall in front of the Bailey House as twelve or 
more chained together, marched through town to a notorious market in 
Harrison County. Lewis County, with a population of 7.999 in 1960, and 
1,633 houses therein, claimed ownership of 368 slaves and there were 
22 free colored, In the whole eight counties of the Monongahela Valley 
theré were 1,366 slaves, and of this number Harrison County owned as 
many as the other seven, 

There was, of course, after the John Brown attack at Harper's Ferry 
a feeling that local trouble might arise, and from Bichmond were sent 
one hundred flint-lock muskets, which, being distributed te the Boegess 
company of Home Guards, was deemed sufficient te put down a like 
undertaking, Fortunately, however, no such need arose and later the 
possession of these muskets, such as were left after Alfred Jackson’s 
company left for Dixie in the beginning of the War, often got the 
owner innocently into trouble. 

At the general election of 1860, the Republicans, whose cause had 
created such a turmoil four years before, came to the front with Lincein 
and Hamlin as standard bearers. Local feeling became intenge, and it 
was agreed that the final disposition of slavery rested woon the Presi- 
dential selection, The Democrats were in the majority in Lewis, acu 
indeed their power gave the county a power in the Assembly which 
reached far beyond its own narrow confines. This is clearly reflected in 
the location at Weston of a branch of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, 
one of the first in western Virginia: the location of the Trans-Allegheny 
Lamatie Asylum; and the appointment of Jonathan M. Bennett as Firet 
Auditor of Virginia by Governor Henry A. Wise. 

The election was eomplicated by the goveral iseves within party ranks, 
added, of course, to all the other elements of the time. The Democrats 
were split Inte a northern wing headed by Stephen A. Dotigias and 
# southern wing headed by John ©. Breckenridge. The remnants of the 
once powerful Whig party under the head of the Constitutional Unies 
Ticket wes headed by John Bell, of Tennessee, Several public meetings 
were held in Weston, and one of the most stirring addresses was made 
from the porties ef the old court house in an open-air meeting by Jol 
D. Imboden, a young lawyer and clerk of the Augusta County Court, of 
Staunton. He was a son af George Imboden, formerly residing on Skin 
Creek, an elector for the Bell and Everett faction, and who was deatined 
to a few months later again come inte the community as a brigadier 
geners! with a body ef Confederate troops. 

The final election returns in Lewls gave Breckenridge 604, Bell azz, 
Douglas 247 and Abraham Lincoln pone. Western Virginie exhibited 
@s great number of opinions as any section in the United States. 
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Greckenridge carried 18 counties, Bell 15 and Douglas 2. Hancock 
Oounty was evenly divided between Lincoln and Breckenridge. Lincoln 
received 1,929 votes, nearly all from the “Panhandle” region, and was 
elected with 180 electoral votes. 

Then for a few weeks came a lull, interspersed with a few meetings 
throughout the State, but at last in Richmond, teward which all eyes 
were turned, Governor John Letcher on November 16th issued a procla- 
mation calling into extra session the Assembly to convene January 7, 
i861, William E. Arnold represented the county in the House of Dele- 
gates and John Brannon served in the Senate, After one of the stormiest 
sessions in history a resclution was pasted calling for a convention of 
the people of the State te meet in the following month, 

In the meantime a call for a mass meeting was issued from Weston, 
and on December 10th a great public gathering took place, presided over 
by Caleb Boggess, in which resolutiond of loyalty to the Union were 
adopted, and a feeling reflected that it would be best to let the Cotton 
States secede, but Virginia to keep out of it. This was followed by a 
meeting at Hall's store on Freemans Creek on December 22nd with 
Rev, John Law as Chairman and William Halterman, Seeretery, Several 
addresses were made, and on motion of Esias Petty, “The preamble and 
resolutions reported by Caleb Boggess" were unanimously approved. 

The feeling of despondency that was enveloping the entire country is 
reflected in the minntes of the Exchange Bank of Weston. On Wedines- 
day, January 2, 1881, the board met, composed of C. J. Moore, President; 
A. A, Lewis, D. 5. Peterson, Blackwell Jackson, E. S. Bland and Johmn- 
son N. Camden. It was ordered that “this office be closed on Friday 
next, the 4th inst. in compliance with the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States (James Buchanan} appointing it as a day of 
humiliation and prayer.” 

On the fourth of February, 1861, the citizens of Lewis County selected 
Mr. Boggess as their delegate to the Richmond Convention, defeating 
Dr. W. J. Bland. He was a son-in-law of Judge Gideon D. Camden, a 
former resident of Weston, later a delegate from the Richmond meeting 
te the Confederate Congress at Montgomery and a strong southern 
leader. Boggess at once left for Richmond with John §. Carlile, of 
Harrison County, and the memorable convention convened om the thir- 
teenth following. 

With cenditions in such 4 state at that time we cam easily imagine the 
tension existing ameng the people of the county, and in fact all Virginia. 
Tt must be recalled that before the convention adjourned the only tele- 
graph line thet crossed the mountains had been cut at Harper’a Ferry, 
and it tock several days for news to reach Weston. Maxwell saya “At 
Weston and Clarksburg men stecd locking each other im the face, enly 
te see reflected back the same feelings which were locked silent in their 
ewn bosoms. But when the delegates did return, the same old jealousies 
that had been rankling in the east and west side of Virginia again came 
welling up.” 
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Boggess voted against secession and left Richmond about April 20th, 
and at the adjourned session, on June 20th, he was reported absent be 
the Commitiee on Ahsent Members. On November 20th the Commitice 
on Elections reported that its mambers were satisfied that Caleb Bogpess 
was absent from the convention by reason of disloyalty to the Commoan- 
wealth of Virginia and the Confederate States and should be expelled. 
Of the return trip and local conditions and feelings at that time, much 
may be gleaned from éxtracts of letters follawing-—-written to Granville 
Davissen Hail—the first under date of April 26, 1861, from Clarksburg, 
which in part says: 

“Jndge G. D. Camden has gone to Richmond, it ia thought, to consalt 
with the Governor on the propriety of miaking arrests, Camden is an 
arch-secessionist. The residence of Oaleb Boggess, Union delegate from 
Lewis County, was burned by secessionista yesterday.” This latter 
statement is net, however, supported by very good evidence, as the burn- 
img is said to have been accidental, His home steod on what is now 
part of the Weston State Hospital grounds. 

Hon. James C. McGrew, of Kingwood, wrote that. the act of secession 
was passed in the afternoon of April 17th and conditions became eo seri- 
eas that John 8. Cariile started home, On the 20th about twenty dele 
gates met in General John J. Jackson's rooms, decided to ga home, cali 
mass meetings and report what had been done. Accordingly, on the 2st 
a party of fourteen left the city, but at Alexandria were compelled to 
again turn their faces toward Richmond. Upon reaching Managsas 
Junction they left the railway train and hired conveyances over the 
mountains to Winehester, where they secured transportation home, 
Among the party were General Johm J, Jackson and Caleb Boggwss. 
“Caleb Boggess was elected by the Unioniste in Lewis County and was 
trne to his constituents in his votes in the convention, voting uniformly 
with his Union colleague. He was, I believe, a true manly man.” 

Boggess and the other delegates at once took up the task of account. 
ing for their stewardship and the dissemination of the resulis of v 
eonvention at Richmond. John S. Carlile hastened to Weston, where ot 
Tuesday, May Tth, he addressed a large gathering at the court house, 
This was followed the next day with a maas mesting at which addresses 
were made by Boggess and ex-Governor Joseph Johnson, designated by 
the “Weston Herald” as the “Old War Horse.” 

In the meantime a mass meeting had been held at Clarkshurg on 
April 22nd, at which time addresses were made in favor of the separa- 
tion af the State, and calling for delegates to be selacted to athend a 
convention at Wheeling, A special edition of the “Western Virginian 
Guard,” published by C. Z. Ringler, was hastily issued embodying this 
call; coples were rushed by men on horseback to Weston and other points 
where they were posted in public places. Men in favor of thie atep at 
once made arrangementa for 4 meeting, said to have been held at the 
steve of P. M. Hale, and E. M. Chalfant, A. &. Withers, J. W. Hudson, 
P. M. Hale, Jesse Woofter, W. L. Grant and J. A. J, Lighthurn were 
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appointed delegates to the first Wheeling Convention, which assembled 
at Washington Hall, in Wheeling, on May 13, 1861. The purpose of the 
eonvention was to take action in case the vote of the secession ordinance 
earried, Many were in favor of establishing a new State at once, but it 
remained for Francis H. Pierpont to evolve a plan by which a semblance 
of constitutional right could be maintained in the method of doing sa. 
Alexander Seott Withers, of Lewis, was appointed a member of the 
Committee on State and Federal Relations. Jt was moved and adopted 
that « special election be held June 4th for the election of delegates te 
a second convention te further devise such measures as the people 
deemed best. 


On Monday, May 13th, in the firet convention, John S. Carlile said: 
“{ went on last Tuesday to Lewis County, where they have been under 
a system of intimidation, and despite the threat of arms and mob and 
the charge of the judge to hang me for treason, | addressed the people, 
and they are represented here today, and if they are not intimidated 
they will give 1,000 majority against the ratification of the ordinance 
of secession,” 

The election on May 23 resulted in the counties now forming West 
Virginia casting 44,000 votes, of which 40,000 were for the rejection of 
the ordinance. Within the county limits a few supporters were found at 
Bennett's store (Walkersville), Hall's store on Skin Creek and im the 
tewn of Weston. 

People by this time were largely divided into three classes: those who 

desirad a separation of the State at once and who declared unfailing 
loyalty te thea Union; those who expressed loyalty to the Union but ware 
not in faver of a breaking wp of the old State, with perhaps a trace of 
feeling for the South; and those who were out and out for the Confed- 
erecy. Public officials were at once placed in a precarious position. The 
convention at Wheeling on June 12th passed en ordinance providing 
“that all officials should take an oath to eaupport the reorganized. govern- 
“fient or the Governor could declare their office vacant. At Richmond 
Ton June 27th the Assembly declared that any person holding an office 
under the National Government “shall forever be banished by the State 
and is declared an alien enemy.” 

The pronounced feeling at Weston in such matters is clearly shown in 
the apparent secretive way in which it was necessary to hold Union 
meetings, and indeed it wag not until 1862 that the people really vigor- 
ously swung to the support of the Federal Army. In the meantime 
practically all who openly supported the Confederacy had gone “South” 
in some capacity, but throughout the year 1861, even with Federal treops 
in charge, the Confederate Government kept in touch with local matters, 
B. P. Swayne, an employee in the Auditor's office at Richmend, was dis- 
charge! in October simply because he was born in Pennsylvania, re- 
turned home November 23rd and cited that letters went back and forth 
with ease, An attempt was even meade te thwart the activities of the 
first, Wheeling Convention, a cireular letter heing sent out from Weston 
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on June 18th urging a counter convention to be held at Lewishurg for 
the purpdse of checkmiating the Wheeling government. Throwghout the 
year northern newspapers bitterly assailed western Virginia for the lack 
of volunteers in the Federal Army, claiming that there was “a great 
deal more willingness to talk than to fight.” Yat the chaotic candition 
of affairs did much to leave the citizens in a position where they did 
not know what to do. 

The election of delegates to the second Wheeling Convention regulted 
in the selection of J. A. J. Lightburn, of Lightburn’s Mills, later a 
brigadier general in the Federal Army, and P. M, Hale, a rising young 
merchant of Weston. The convention convened on June Lith and was 
in session antil June 25th. Here was evolved the plan of the reorganized 
Virginia government and on June 20th Francis H. Pierpont was elected 
Governor. J. A. J. Lightburn and Henry H. Withers served on @ oni 
mittee to consider a division of the State. Blackwell Jackson, senater- 
elect to the Virginia Assembly, was added to the list of delegates, and 
it was ordered that the Assembly reconvene Angust 6th, The first 
General Assembly under the restored government was called to meat on 
July ist, and at the opening session the names of P. M, Hale amd 
George J. Arnold are listed as delegates. Hale had been elected to the 
convention and Arnold to the General Assembly in the last election under 
the old Virginia government and was, of course, entitled to a seat mm the 
Assembly then in session. He subsequently appeared and took pert in 
all the proceedings. In a public address before the Assembly he stated 
that be was in favor of saving the Union by meana of the basis provided 
by the Federal Constitution, which indeed was a mooted point in the 
minds of all. As to the attitude of Lewis he declared another speaker 
“mistakes the people of Lewis County when he supposes they are 
opposed to a compromise of this war,” showing that there yet remeined 
a faint hepe on the part of many able men that something could be 
done concerning the position of Virgmia, Mr. Arnold showed a deep 
study of constitutional law and presented an able constraction of the 
principles thereof. But the fact that he bad owned a few slaves, and was 
net thoroughiy in sympathy with the methods being adopted, created a 
feeling hard to ovéreome. Yet it is cited that he wrote the act creating 
the new State of West Virginia and was thoroughly opposed to secession, 
Indeed the convention of August 6th, in appointing a committees on which 
Blackwell Jackson, who qualified as Senator July Sth, served, agreed 
“that a large majority of the good and loyal citizens of western Vir- 
ginia are in favor ef a division of the State, yet there seems to exist a 
difference of opinion as to the proper time, as well as the proper means 
to be naed.” 

Ow August 20th there was adopted an “ordinanee to provide for the 
formation of a new State out of o portion of this State,” to be voted 
upon Thursday, October 24, 1861. In Lewis County only 455 votes wera 
cast fer the ordinance and 12 against. The presence of Federal troepe 
no doubt prevented a complete expression of the views of those who 
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sympathized with the Confederacy, This was followed by the eal? for 
the first Constitutional Convention te meet Nevember 26th. Judge 
Robert Irvine (1814-1875) was elected representative from Lewis County, 
and Gibson J, Butcher served as clerk. The final vote on the amended 
Constitution wae 506 for and 4 against. 

In the next session of the “restored” Assembly which met from Decem- 
ber 2, 1861, te February 13, 1862, an appropriation of $21,084.00 was 
made with which to prosecute the work on the Northwestern Lunatic 
Asylum at Weston, This was derived according to the auditor's report 
of September 30th from $27,000.00 received from the “Lunatic Asylum 
west of the Alleghenies.” At the same session provision was made for 
the organization of troops for the Pederal Army. 

During all this time Lewis County was, according to the inclinations 
of the citizens, undergoing the experience of serving under two State 
governments. County government at different times during the war 
ceased to function, and some public officers who were probably opposed 
to secession refused to acknowledge the Wheeling government. Indeed 
one went so far as to send $3,575.30 collected from judgments as eom~ 
missioner of delinquent and forfeited lands te the Richmond faction. 

James Wilson was sheriff during 1960 and until January 4, 1961, when 
he resigned. For some months before and a few weeks after the resig- 
nation of Wilson, there was not even a deputy sheriff. Joseph Matthews 
was appointed crier for the courts on January 15, 1861, but some mem- 
bers of his family later enlisted in the Confederate Army and he was 
removed from office by the “restored” government. He was succeeded 
by Allen Simpson on October 5th, who again took office January 1, 1863, 
and served until December 21, 1866. A committee appointed to examine 
the auditer’s office, however, reported on September 28, 1863, that Lewis 
County had no sheriff “because of the danger incident thereto.” 

The judge of the circuit court in 1860 was William L. Jackson, Jr. His 
first orders were entered October 8, 1860, and the last May 9, 1861. He 
left his office and later became a brigadier general in the Confederate 
service and several from the county served under him. From this time 
until May 2, 1862, the county had no judge. From May 2nd until West 
Virginia was admitted to the Union, Judge Arthur I. Bereman, of 
Parkersburg, presided over the court and indeed it seems did so before 
the date named. On January 2, 1862, he wrote to Governor Pierpont, 
concerning the status of affsirs in the county as follows: 

“Some week or two since I heard that the three prisoners (W. G. Plar- 
son and others) arrested for murder in Lewis County, had been reseved 
from the civil authorities of Lewis while in the act of examining their 
eases before the examining board, but I said nothing about it from the 
fact that it was done by order ef General Rosecrans. It is idle to 
tell the people that we will administer justice in the courts and carry 
away prisoners without any reasonable explanation for eo deing. Since 
this transaction in Lewis County, law-abiding citizens do mot know what 
to do and we may as well quit and hand the government of the country 
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ever te the military at once. I do net believe that General Rosecrans 
would be sustained in what be has done in Lewis County by the authors 
ities in Washington. Tf I can not set om the bench untramelied, [ will 
not set at all.” 

The session of the Assembly that met in Richmond December 2, 1862, 
to March 31, 1862, had representatives from nineteen counties now in 
West Virginia. John Brannon continued as senator from Lewis, with no 
one in the House. The Confederate soldiers elected Mr. Brannon and 
Dr. William J. Bland to the session that met from December 7, 1662, te 
March 10, 1864. This marked the last connection of the county in any 
way with the legislative bodies of the old State of Virginia. 

In the spring of 1862 the citizens of the county entered upon a period 
marked by numerous mass meetings, usually participated in and pre- 
sided over by the same men. To 4 student of political affairs of that 
time there is brought to mind the curious fact that in Lewis County, as 
well as in many others, a large number of men who were Union and new 
State men, were born in eastern Virginia. 

On the liste of Confederate soldiers are found a number whe were 
born farther nerth. It would naturally be presumed that the situation 
would be reversed. 

On May 9th a meeting was held at the court house in Weston te 
determine the feeling of the people in the matter of the selection ef a 
Governor, and such other public mattera. H. Daugherty waa elected 
Chairman and IE. M. Tumstill, Secretary. Minter Bailey, Allen Simpann, 
3. T. Osborn, T. 5. Norris and Dr. J. A. Hall were nemed a committee 
on resolutions. They finally reported that Francia WH. Piernont and the 
other appointed officials of the “restored” government ahould be elected, 
and reiterated their support of the Union. Commenting on the counec- 
tion of the Lewis delegate with the restored assembly the report says 
“We wholly disapprove of the course pursued by our delegate-elect im 
failing to go to the called session now assembled at Wheeling. He 
should have gone or resigned.” The report was adepted, as well aw a 
resolution introduced by Mr. Osborn calling for a meeting on the 12th 
“49 express our opinions in regard to the return of persons (once citi- 
gens} to the county who had been engaged in the attempt to destroy 
the Government.” 

The meeting which followed on the 12th was presided over by H, 
Daugherty with William L. Dunningion as Secretary, A resolotions 
committee was appointed composed of F. M. Chalfant, Dr. J. A. Hall, 
P. M. Hale, Esias Petty, Richard Halli, Jesse Boussce, Aaron F. Peter- 
son, B. Hawks, John Lyttle and Luke Murray, The committee retired 
and the convention Ustened te a “rousing” speech by Dr. Hell. A 
report was filed and adopted declaring intentions to uphold the Union, 
and it was moved that these persons living in our midst whe have never 
left their homes to take any part in the war, “professing loyalty, and 
in many inatances having confirmed the same with an cath, must preve 
their faith by works,” in case of emergency and must support the Union 
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and the State. “The rank and file of eur secession neighbors whe return 
to this county loyally and in good faith, shall reeeive our warmest aym- 
pathy and we extend a welcome.” 

Following the call of President Lincoln for 300,000 volunteers, a meet- 
ing was held Angust 1ith with Dr, J. A. Hall, Chairman. A long Net of 
Vice Presidents was named, among whom in addition to namas already 
given in connection with other meetings, were Blackwell Jackson, Cap- 
tain Moffatt, Henry Steinbeck and John Preston. 


Dr. N. B. Barnes, H. Daugherty, Esias Fetty, Joseph Wilkinson and 
Robert Clark were appointed a committee on resolutions. “Stirring” 
addresses were made by Hon, J. B. Blair and Hon. Daniel Farnsworth, 
of Upshur Resolutions were filed and adopted expressing loyalty to 
the Union, calling on the people for support; all the leaders in the new 
State movement were endorsed and the actions of John 3. Carlile im 
Congress condemned. 

On the question of the raising of troops it was reported “3—That we 
pledge ourselves to make ample pecuniary provision for those citizens 
who have already and may respond to the President’s July call for 
wolunteers and we earnestly request the county court new in session to 
issue summons to the body of magistrates of the county to convene at 
the court house—to lay a levy sufficient to pay the family or nearest, 
relative $40.00 for each recrnit.” The report of the meeting containg 
the further comment that “volunteering went on briskly throughout the 
whole day. One company was nearly filled. Three others on the way 
with flattering prospects. Such is the spirit of old Lewis.” Ib is gen- 
erally understeod that P. M, Hale advanced the county officials 95,000.00 
to assist in financing, 


A “new State’ meeting was held on Auguat 15th, presided over by 
R. R. Hinzeman, with Douglas M. Bailey, Secretary, Addresses were 
made by Dr. Hall and Dr. Barnes, and a resolution by Senator Blackwell 
Jackson adopted, which declared “that we desire a new State to be called 
West Virginia, next te putting down this unholy rebellion.” 


On December Sth George J. Arnold resigned as a member of the 
Assembly. A special election was held on the 18th and P, M. Hale, who 
is deseribed “as every inch a reliable Union man,” was elected his suc- 
eessor, The “secession” element put up as a candidate Charles Post, 
and a report to the Wheeling Intelligencer declares that he received 
fifty-three votes in Weston. 

The year 1863 opened with a “new State” celebration at Weston on 
New Year's Day. Captain Larkin Pierport was post commander, with 
Company E, Sixth (W.) Virginia Infantry, atationed at the local bar- 
racks. The town was “brilliantly Ulaminated,” and at headquarters 
thirty-five burning tapers represented the thirty-five States, which were 
deseribed by a reporter as a “magie sight.” A parade was held by local 
citizens, Pierpont’s company and a detachment of Lot Bewen's cavalry 
under Lieutenant William Levell. Terches were much in evidence and 
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after listening to a speech a banguek was served at Francis Batten's, 
followed by “three cheers for West Virginia,” 

A “big Union mass meeting” was held on March 9, 1863, with BH. 
Daugherty as chairman. Rubert Irvine delivered an address and 
explained that the meeting was to draft resolutions concerning the desire 
for a new State. George Simpson, L. 5. Ward, Minter Bafley, Esias 
Petty, Henry Steinbeck, A. D. Peterson, Richard Hall, Stephon Heros, 
Thomes Hardman, James Hayden, Christian Swecker and James Shea 
were appointed a resolutions committee, who drafted 2 strong report 
asking for a new State, and approving the activities of Irvine and P, M. 
Hale in the Wheeling conventions. Colonel John McWhorter, aged 7% 
years, being called upon, arose amid great applause and made a talle 
in which he set forth that he had desired this separation for thirty years 
and was glad that he would yet live to see it actually take place, 

it soon became evident that West Virginia would be admitted to the 
Union. A meeting was held at Wheeling on February 19th, looking 
toward the holding of a convention to nominate officials for the new 
State. It was decided to held it at Parkersburg on May Oth. A meet- 
ing was held at Weston on April 13th, when the following delegates 
were named: Robert Irvine, Minter Bailey, Allen Simpson, ©. M. Ton- 
still, Esias Petty, A. D. Peterson, C. M. Hall, Samuel Olothier and : 
Thomas Hinaman. To the judicial and senatorial convention, P. M. 
Hale, W. L. Dunningten, R. H. Clark, Dr. J. A. Hall, A. FP. Moffett, 
George ©, Danser, Henry Steinbeck, Stephen Hughes and John 8, Ander- 
Son (1820-1846), of present Walkersville, Out of all this number it 
seems that only five were finally seated by the committee on credentials, 

The result of this convention was the selection of candidates for all 
offices headed by Arthur I. Boreman for the first Governor. He was well 
known throvghoat Lewis County and polled 1,184 votes im the election 
held May 28th, June 20th found the county im the “full fledged” new 
State of West Virginia. 

Men from this region affiliated with the Confederacy were, of course, 
not disposed to accept the resnlt of the activities of their old neighbors 
and a lest appeal addressed to “The people of Northwestern Virginia” 
was sent out Sepiember 24, 1868, It bore the names of Gideon D. Cam. 
den, Jonathan M. Bennett, William L. Jackson, Edwin Duncan Camden, 
Charles W. Newlon, L. S. Hall and others, 

Presisy Martin Hale represented the cotnty in the first Legislature, 
which convened June 20, 1863, in which he was very active and took 
much interest in legislation pertaining to the creation of the free achool 
system. He was born near Morgantown, August 25, 1826, 2 son of 
Abraham and Sarah Taylor Hale, and died at Weston, January 18, 1916, 
He married (1) Sinae Shore, whe died in 1856, and (9) im 1958, Elizabeth 
Butcher, of Weston, whe died in 1904, From the time of his lecation in 
Weston in 1848 until 1861 he was a merchant associated with James G. 
Vandervort and George A. Jackson. Subsequent to the Civil War 
engaged in the contracting business, erecting many of the boviness 
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blocks in Weston, the first high schoo! building and much of the West 
Virginia Hospital, of which he served several terms as a director. 

Aaron D. Peterson, who gave his address as “French Creek,” served 
in the second and third Legislatures, until March 8, 1865. James M. 
Corley, of near Weston, served in the Senate during the third session. 
In July, 1864, a convention was held at Weston to select delegates to the 
State convention at Grafton on August 3 to nominate candidates for 
the State offices and Presidential electors in the general election of 
October 22nd following, in which A. I. Boreman was re-elected. After 
a spirited local contest marked by many “flowery” addresses the follow- 
ing were selected: Allen Simpson, Dr. Silas W. Hall, Jesse Woofter, 
P. M. Hale, J. C. Wilkinson and Dr. Newton B. Barnes. 

Turning to local county affairs it seems that Henry Steinbeck served, 
ag the first treasurer tmder the new State government as the Auditor's 
report of 1865 carries against him a charge for taxes collected. Gibson 
J. Butcher, who was Circuit Clerk at the beginning of the war, was suc- 
ceeded by George A. Jackson. John Morrow, for many years Clerk of 
the County Court, after his removal from office by Federal officers, was 
succeeded by Jesse Woofter. Taxes collected in 1864 were listed at 
$2,382.34, to which is added $51.75 collected as military fines. The total 
value of real estate in the county in 1860 was $1,424,843, which showed 
a decline te $1,257,787 by 1865. A law passed in 1863 provided for the 
forfeiture of lands belonging to those in the Southern service, but as a 
rule the board of supervisors took no action along this line. The prop- 
erty of J. M. Bennett and others, who were active southern partisans, 
was not molested. 











CHAPTER TWO 
WESTON 


Nestled among the ridges of the upper valley of the West. Fork of 
the Monongahela River, lies the modern city of Weston, teeming with 
activity, and numbering over 7,000 people in its population, But the 
county seat of Lewis in the days of 1260-66 differed but little from many 
villages of the Trans-Allegheny region. An inland town, 25 miles from 
a railroad, it was simply an independent, self-sufficient. and thrifty com- 
munity at the crossroads of the Weston and Gauley, and the Parkersburg 
and Staunton pikes. One might by removing from the picture some 
medern brick structures from the present town of Jane Lew, find in it a 
rough idea as to the size of Weston in 1860, with a population of approxi- 
mately 820. 

At the junction of Main and Second Streets stood the “Bailey Hotel” 
occupying the most pretentious brick structure in town, erected in 1950, 
and still in use as the Bailey House, On the opposite corner now occu. 
pied by the Lewis County Bank steod a two-story frame building, form- 
erly occupied by the Bailey Hotel, then eceupied by Balley and Tumsetill, 
merchants, and other tenants, which was destroyed by fire in 1877. South 
of this structure came some small frame buildings, and then a large 
two-story frame residence, facing Main Street, The lower floor had 
been changed to a store reom with platform next to the street. At the 
end was an iron staircase by which access was gained to three office 
rooms above. In this building was located the general atore of James T. 
Jackson. 

At the Tierney corner was located the store of Albert A. Lewis. OW 
the Citizens’ Bank corner stood a two-story frame housing the mercan- 
tile establishment of ©, J, Moore, which in August, 1960, passed to 
William L. Dunningten, so pleesantiy recalled by all whe knew him. 
in September, 1863, this store was removed to the Jackson stand on 
the present Kaplan store site, where it was operated for years, Tb is 
worthy of passing note that a brother, Hugh Dunnington, entered this 
store on Deeamber 16, 1862, and is now senior member of the firm of 
Donnington and Dennison, a record of G2 years’ eervice. 

The southeast corner mow occupied by the Bank of Weston was then 
eceupied by a large two-story log house that had been weather-boarded, 
ence the home of Weedon Hoffman. im the rear on Second Street, side 
was a small shop oeeupied by Samuel Butler, shoemaker, colored servant. 
of the Hoffmans. Smali frame shop buildings, some of which steod until 
1901, faced Main Street, on the property still in the possession of Myre. 
M. ©. Edwards, a daughter of Mr. Hoffman. At the cormer of Second 
and Centre steod the original Protestant Episcopal Choreh building, 
housing the ecengregation that in 1860 was presided over by Rev. Thomas 
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W. Smyth. This was later sold to the Baptist organization and was 
razed after 1910. Adjoining on Second Street stood a blacksmith shop. 
The corner oceupied by the Camden Hotel and National Exchenge 
Bank was then occupied by a long, one and one-half story frame resi- 
dence, with a poreh facing the entire sides, owned by R. P. Camden. 
Here resided the Forinash family, represented in the business interests 
of the present city by a son, James C. Forinash. On the rear of the 
Second Street side extending to the alley was the livery stable of James 
, Cole, the father of James P, and Hon. George Cole, of Weston. This 
large structure ran back and extended through te Main Street, This 
was later destrayed by fire and the building on the corner was replaced 
in 1874 by a small brick structure oceupied by the National Exchange 
Bank, Below on Main Street stoad the realdence of Richard P. Camden, 
and adjoining was the old manor house of Mathew Edmiston, now 
eecupied by the Weston Chamber of Commerce and other offices, 

The near junction of Main and First was marked by the “mill” at the 
old site still clearly discerned. Almost in the path of Main Street stood 
a large frame structure which as a hotel vied with the Bailey House for 
honors, long known as the Bland Hotel. This was destroyed by fire in 
1886, South om the hill is the city of the dead “where each in his narrow 
eell forever” the founders of the town sleep. Here were interred several 
soldiers whose bodies were afterwards removed to the National Cemetery 
at Grafton, 

Rearing above ail else on Centre Street stood the new court house 
erected in 1856-7 and destroyed by fire im 1886. It was an imposing 
structure, of old Colonial Virginia design, with greet columns reaching 
up twe stories in front, shielding a baleany on which the court crier 
was wont io appear to call to duty such citizens as paused te linger by 
the old paling fence surrounded the let. Bere were held the many 
stirring meetings at the beginning and during the war te come. To the 
seuth on the corners of Centre and First Streeta stood the homes af 
George J, Arnold, William E. Arnold and Dr. Jebn Hamilton. On the 
north at the corner of present Bank Street stood the new and preten- 
tious home of Dr, William 7, Bland. Across the street were frame strue- 
tures and a couple of amall brick offices, parts af which yet stand. North 
of them on the corner of Bank Street stood the residence of BR. J. 
MeCandlish, which also housed the historic Exchange Bank, the room 
now used as an office by Hunter Bennett, son of the late Judge George 
W. Bennett. 

As the west end of the old covered bridge spanning the West Park 
steod a two-story frame 60 by 200 feet in which was lecated the mer~ 
eantile establishment of P. M. Hale. A portion of the second floor was 
used by Weston Lodge No. 10, A. F. and A. M, The rear section was 
devoted to a hat factory in which some twenty men were employed. 

Againet the hill on the site of the home of Hon, Robert L. Bland, on 
High Street, stood the Reman Catholic Church. Im 1860 Pather Denis 
©, D. Brennan was the pastor of this church, and also tanght school im 
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the basement. On Third Street, between Main and Centre, stood the 
first brick church building of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev. 
Jehn W. Bolton was the pastor, The M. EB. Charch South had a building 
on Centre Street, but no pastor at that time. Other residencas and 
bosiness entreprises are located on a map included herein. Such, is in 
brief a slight survey of the appearance of Weston at the beginning of 
the war. 

Weston in 1860 contained 122 houses and buildings ocoupied as reai- 
dential quarters. It would indeed be hard to bring together a more 
cosmopolitan gathering than was housed therein. One hundred and 
twenty-two were born in Ireland; twelve in Germany; four in Bavaria; 
five in Hease; seven in England, and Robert Dinnamore, a stonemason, 
headed a family of eight, one of whom wes born “on the Atlantic Ocean.” 
From the City of Nassau, West Indies, came Dr. Andrew Simon; France 
furnished six; from Prussia came the Millers, Jacob Schmitt and Chris- 
tan Nelly, the founder of a splendid family in Wood County. Six ware 
born in the city of Wurttemberg; two Posts in New Bronswick, and 
Frederick Foussea was bern in far away Australia of Prench parentage. 
Among the other States ef the Union, Pennsylvania led with 27; Mary- 
land came next with 18, and Ohio 9, together with a few from other 
States, including “Barney” Cox and Major C. E. Anderson, credited to 
New York. 

Tt is extremely interesting to examine the census reporta for this year, 
which were compiled by Alfred Jackson in July, 1860. He was then a 
Deputy U. S. Marshal, a lawyer and later distinguished in the Comfed-~ 
erate Army. Apropos of the slavery question the reports show that 
the town had one “black” negro, and eight “mulattees.” Fifty-nine 
children had attended sehool (private) in 1859, and eleven could not 
read or write, mostly confined to the families attracted to Weston by 
the building of the hospital. A great deal of wealth was represented, 
but much of it was in wild lands of doubtful value. The following are 
listed as owning property valued at over $10,000. The mamber following 
the name signifies thovaands. Richard P. Camden, 126; George J. 
Arnold, 140; J, M. Bennett, 279; John McGee, 252; W. J. Bland, 32; 
Frederick Fougsee, 26; Caleb Boggess, 23; Minter Bailey, 54; James T. 
Jackson, 42; W. EB. Arnold, 71; C. J. Moore, 28; BE. M. Tenstill, 16; John 
Brannon, 21; Thomas Hoffman, 23; P. M. Hale, 11; Mathew Edmiston, 
it, and J. N. Camden, 11, 

In order that the reader may know something of the constituency of 
the ccunty seat at that time ao resume of the report is appended herate. 
The number immediately following some names indicates a correspond- 
ing number in family, inclusive of bead of family. 


NAME AGE COCUPATION 
Jonathan M. Bennett (9) 44 Auditor of Virginia 
Mathew Edmisten (9) 45 Judge of Cireuit Court 


Abraham KE. Hall 83 Sherif, Lewis County 


NAME 
John S. Hall 
Gibson J. Butcher (6) 
John Morrow (5) 
Joseph C. Darlinton (5) 
Johnson N. Camden (2) 
William E. Arnold (5) 
John Brannon (6) 
Henry Brannon (3) 
Edwin L. Bland (2) 
William E. Lively 
Thomas W. Hoffman 
Douglas Moxley Bailey 
Robert Irvine 
Alfred H. Jackson (3) 
Caleb Boggess (5) 
Joseph C. Spaulding (8) 
John F. Kierans 
James Bennett (7) 
Benjamin P. Swayne 
George Jackson Arnold 
George W. Jackson 
James A. Hall 
Mareus W. Hughes 
William J, Bland (3) 
John M, Hamilton (5) 
Andrew Simon 
Thomas Bland Camden (4) 
Thomas H. Smythe {4} 
John W. W. Bolten 
Denis 0. D. Brennan (4) 
Samuel Clawson (7) 
Frederick J. Alfred (3) 
George A. Bagby 
Francis M. Chalfant (3) 
gesse J, Fitch (2) 
Jedediah G. Waldo 
John G. Shumate 
Thomas Joyee (5) 
Thomas Higan (6} 
John ©. Finster (4) 
Martin Donahoe (8) 
Michael Lefius (4) 
fohn J, Lyttle (3) 
Minter Bailey (6) 
Patrick Tierney (5) 
James Smith (4) 


Occupation 
Deputy Sheriff 
Clerk, Cireuit Court 
Clerk, County Court 


Mayor of Weston, Merchant 


Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer and State Senator 
Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Lawyer 

Notary Public 
Physician 

Physician 

Physician, 

Physician 

Physician 

Physician 

Minister Episcopal Church. 
Minister M. E. Church 
Priest Catholic Church 
Minister M. P. Church. 
Editor 

Printer 

Druggist 

Druggist 

Drugegist 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keener 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keever 

Hetel Keeper 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keeper 

Hotel Keeper 
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NAME 


Charles J. Moore (6) 
Edwin 5S, Tunstill (3) 
William L. Dunnington (4) 
James T. Jackson (6) 
Henry Daugherty (7) 
Albert A. Lewis 
Thomas 8. Wood 
George A. Jackson (3) 
Francis Batten (6) 
Allen Simpson (3) 
George W. Strickler (3) 
Er Ralston (2) 

Robert J. MeCandlish (6) 
Robert B. Upten (4) 
Francis M. Boykin 
John Callihan 
Sophronia Chapin 
Josiah Bigelow 

Conrad Kester (7) 

P. M, Hale (5) 

Henry Arsd (7) 
Rinehart Balse 
Alphonse Dece 
Leonidas Smith (5) 
Jacob Lorentz (5) 
Jonathan Ratliff 
William Royse 

dames M. Bishop (4) 
George C. Danser (4) 
Joseph F. Osborne (5) 
Benjamin Pritchard (7) 
James Reosecranz 
Christopher Zinn (4) 
Jesse Morrison (4) 
Preston Dawson (7) 
Abraham Williams (7) 
Collins Johnsen 
Charlies T. Miller (2) 
Thomas B. Owen (8) 
David Bare (5) 

Huias Fisher (6) 
Thomas B. Smith (5) 
Thomas Morris (2) 
Thomas Middleton 
Abraham ©, Hale 


AGE 


40 
26 
28 
aL 
bo 
4 
38 
45 
42 
55 
26 
26 
49 
42 
23 
4S 
24 
60 
67 
32 
44 
27 
al 
31 
34 
a1 
al 
38 
28 
30 
40 
21 
23 
aT 
43 
43 
a4 
2b 
44 
62 
43 
36 
53 
aS 
23 


OCCUPATION 


" Merchant, Pres. Ex. Bank 


Merchant. 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Merchant. 
Silversmith 
Silversmith : 
Cashier, Exchange Ban 
Hote) Superintendent 
School Teacher 
School Teacher 
School Teacher 
Music Teacher 
Gunsmith 
Hatter 
Batecher 
Butcher 
Barber 

Tanner 

Tanner 

Tanner 

Tanner 

Tanner 

fron Pounder 
Iron Founder 
Blacksmith 
Bleckemith 
Blacksmith 
Blacksmith 
Blacksmith 
Blacksmith. 
Bisckamita 
Tailor 

Tailor 

Tailor 

Saddler 
Saddler 
Saddler 
Shoemaker 
Shoemaker 
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NAME 
Patrick Curran (6) 
Caspar Urback (12) 
Jesse Woofter (4) 
Patrick Collins 
Isaac P, MeBride (6) 
Jacob Sehmitt (2) 
John G. Hauman (4) 
Andrew Post (3) 
John S, Haines (3) 
Adam Atcheson (12) 
Jacob Anawalt (2) 
James McLaughlin 
William H. Bragg (3) 
William Lockhard (4) 
James Gaylord (5) 
Marshall Warder 
James E. Wilson (4) 
Alexander Randolph 
Andrew J, Wood (3) 
Dabney Figgens (2) 
Joseph Hitt (6) 
Tohn W. Ramsburg (7) 
israel Ramsburg (8) 
Hanson H. Smith 
Samuel A. Smith 
John J. Moore (10) 
James G. Vandervort (8) 
daeeb Butcher (2) 
Martial Lazell 
Elizabeth Camp (4) 
Charles L, Dunnington 
James G. Bastable 
Charles E. Anderson 
Martin Smith 
Edward E. Bennett 
William Hudnall 
George L Davisson 
Kosensko Hopkins (3) 
William T. Patterson (3) 
dames Vance 
Elizabeth Vance 
Singleton Anawalt (5) 
Mrs. Matilda Butcher (4) 
Henry Detamore (5) 
Mrs. Rebecca Ryan (6) 
Michael Kelley (4) 


AGE 
39 
50 
46 
24 
44 
28 
AG 
63 
28 
49 
10 
21 
32 
31 
32 
25 
28 
a3 
29 
27 
27 
34 
62 
25 
22 
52 
33 
64 
65 
56 
23 
21 
27 
64 
24 
23 
18 
47 
29 
23 
22 
38 
45 
23 
52 
49 


OCCUPATION 
Shoemaker 
Shoemaker 
Cabinet Maker 
Cabinet Maker 
Cabinet Maker 
Cabinet Maker 
Cabinet Maker 
Cabinet Maker 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Carpenter 
Tinner 
Tinner 
Miller 
Miller 
Miller 
Miller 
Saddier 
Saddler 
Farmer 
Farmer 
Farmer 


Cierk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Stege Agent 
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NAME AGE OCCUPATION 

James McDermott 50 

John Shumate 78 Farmer 

John MeGee (5) 44 Farmer 

Henry B, Monks (5) 60 Farmer 

George J. Butcher 84 Farmer 

Richard P. Camden 46 Farmer 

James MeGann (7) 83 Wagon Maker 

Hamilton G. Ford (4) 80 Wagon Maker 

Domineck Tierney (3) 85 Stonemeson 

Patrick Mulady 82 Stonemason 

George P. Oliver (3) 82 Plasterer 

Oliver H. P. Washburn (5) 31 Stonemason 

John F. Kierans (5) 50 Plasterer 

William Casey (2) 40 Stonemason 

Thomas Bradbury (2) 29 Bricklayer 

Daniel Hoover (2) 56 Livery Stable 

Frederick Fousee 22 Piano Forte Agent 

William D. Tapp (5) 27 Constable 

Alexander Scott Withers 62 

Mrs, Catherine Bailey (6) AL 

Mrs. Elizabeth M. Watson (6) 59 

Felix Norman (8) 50 Cooper 

McCaskey Nicholas (3) 23 

Charles Post (5) 34 

Mrs. Janette S, Tavenner (5) 40 

Benjamin F. Corder 19 

Tames Skinner (5) 30 


CHAPTER THREE 
THE VIRGINIA MILITIA AND THE STATE TROOPS 


At the outbreak of the Civil War thirty-two counties in whet is now 
West Virginia had an equal number of militia companies, commonly 
designated as “Home Guards,” embracing in all about 2,300 men. The 
local company at Weston was under the command of Captain Caleb 
Boggess, a graduate of Virginia Military Institute, class of 1945, and 
the company was equipped with flint-leck rifles sent te Weston after 
the John Brown affair, none of whieh were in serviceable candition. In 
addition, Weston was the head of the 20th Brigade of the Virginia 
Militia, commanded by Brigadier General Currence B. Conrad, of Glen- 
ville, Gilmer County, and composed of the 125th and 192nd Regiments of 
infantry. These organizations met at stated times om muster days, 
drilled a short time, but otherwise saw little service. 

In the spring of 1861 the field organization of the 192nd Regiment 
was as follows: 

Colonel, Pau! Stevens; Lieutenant Colonel, John BR, Kemper; Senior 
Major, Michael Egan; Adjutant, J. A. J. Lightburn; Adjutant, David 
H. Smith; Surgeon, Dr. Thomas Bland Camden; Quartermaster, John 
Lyttle. Captains, Joseph Osborn, James BH. Butcher, Joshua S, Lough, 
Wm, F. Moore, Jasper N. Post, John BR, Thompson, Alexander P. White, 
dames Woofter, 

The organization of the 126th Regiment: 

Colonel, Commodore P, Hudson; Lieutenant Colonel, John D. Ward; 
Major, James Haddon; Major, James ©. Warner; Major, ©, M. Self; 
Adjutant, John W. Detamore; Adjutant, R. H. Clark; Surgeon, Dr. 
Newton Bennett Barnes; Lieutenant Colonel, Wellington V. Chidester. 
Captains, Joseph L. Ambrose, William H. Davis, Lafayette Freeman, 
Marcellus Hardman, Michael Hayden, Samuel B, Hogsett, Jefferson 
Knight, David 8. Lough, Henry Montgomery, William J. Nicholas. 

In the winter of 1860 there was quite a military stir throughout the 
western part of the State of Virginia, as well as beyond the Blue Ridge. 
Matters continued in this shape ever inte the beginning of 1861 so far 
as the militie musters were concerned. Some indication of the feeling 
of the people is shown as early as January 7, 1861, when the “Westen 
Herald,” speaking of the efforts ef the Committee of Thirty-three to 
settle Carolina matters, says: “We may prepare for the dismemberment 
of the Union which has been the pride and glory of the American people, 
Tm truth we fear the war has already begun.” 

it was under such conditions that Gov. John Letcher directed the 
“Mustering" of the two local regiments at Westen, comprised as they 
were of men who were bound to be badly divided as to sentiment. 
General Conrad issued orders that they should assemble about the 
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middle of February, which were in turn issued as Order No. 3, by F. M. 
Boykin, Jr., Brigade Inspector, of Weston, on February 4th. 

Strange it would seem that the matter of the display of the Stars and 
Stripes should call for a meeting of the officers, but so intense waa the 
local feeling of many toward the national administration that this was 
deomed best, The officers residing in and near Weaton, along with some 
others, met at the court house. It was the genera) opinion that it, would 
be best to omit the fag, as it would no doubt create trouble, But among 
the officers happened to be Major Michael Egan, a plucky som of “Old 
Ireland,” who later marched away as Captain of Company B, 16th 
Federal Infantry. He arose and among his remarks said: 


“We are about to be confronted with a most serious erisis in 
the affairs of our common country. The time ie coming which 
will try every man throughout the length and Wweadth of this land 
as by fire. My first duty is te the Government of the Union, and 
my obligation to the State of Virginia must be and is secondary. 
I shall be present in obedience to orders at this muster, but if I 
move at all in a military attitude, it shall be under a flag, and 
that flag shall be no nameless shadow, but the flag of the Union.” 


The action of the meeting scon became known throughwut the com- 
munity with general approval and im the meantime the flags of the 
regiments had disappeared. Egan at hia home on Leading Creek aroused 
some of his neighbors, among whom was G. D, (Gasper) Butcher, Jr. 
Butcher at once repaired to Weston, secured material and took it, to the 
home of John Flesher, a blacksmith residing on Polk Creek and the 
father of James Piesher, who lost his life early in the war in. the 
courier service. From this material a flag was made by Misses Julia 
ang Celia Flesher. 

“Muster Day” arrived and the brigade formed om the farm of Henry 
Butcher, now embraced in the “Riverside Stock Farm” or “Old Pair 
Ground,” two miles below Weston. The colurans were lined up for 
review, when suddenly Major Egan rode upon the field at full gallop, 
stepped opposite the center ef the regiment and unfurled the homemade 
flag to the breeze. Striking as the action was, it met with cheers from 
a few, and loud protests from others. Colonel Hanson M. Peterson rode 
up just as Major Egan landed the flag to John Newman, who had yolun- 
teered to carry it, and asked that it be removed. This was refused, amd 
in order to see that it was aot taken from the feld, Major Egan refused 
to ride at the head of the column, the place being taken by Captain 
Boggess and the review continued without further trouble. 

After the general roll call the greater part of the regiments repaired 
to Weston, where in the court house addresses were made by Captain ?. 
M. Boykin and ether officers, One of the most stirring eddresses was 
made by Colonel Peterson, who pointed owt the rights conferred apom 
the States by the Constitution, the subordinate position af the National 
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Government, and that all people should stand by the State. At the clese 
of the war he taught school until 1868, when he removed to Sullivan 
County, Mo., where he died in 1911. 

This marked the close of the last “General Muster’! under the old 
Virginia State government, Apparently no further trouble developed 
until early in April, when following the signing of the ordinance of 
secession some local sympathizers attempted to place a Southern fag 
on the court house at Weston. Of this attempt a local party under the 
name of “Stars and Stripes” wrote the editor of the “Virginia Star,” of 
Morgantown, on April 22nd, as follows: 


“Our town was the scene of considerable excitement yesterday 
morning caused by the discovery of a secession flag on the roof of 
our court house. We have but a few secessionists here and they 
are composed of broken down politicians and bankrupts. Well, 
after getting down the miserable thing, counting the stars, eight 
in number, and taking a general survey of the critter that bad 
cost its admirers so much labor and loss of sleep, the presiding 
justice, a whole-souled Union man, applied a match to it and 
burned it up, amidst the applause of the crowd. Lewis County 
will give such a majority against the disunionists that will make 
them tremble in their boots.” 


General Conrad on April 28, 1861, in General Orders No. 4, by P. M. 
Boykin, Jr., Brigade Inspector, ordered a school for officers for the two 
regiments held at Weston on June 17th, 18th and 19th. Regimental 
musters were to be held on the 20th and 2ist “at places appointed by 
the commandants." Other developments precluded the holding of these 
gatherings. 

These militia organizations in a skeleton form were handed down to 
the “Restored Virginia” government, and gradually evolved into the 
“Virginia and West Virginia State Troops.” These companies, of course, 
had no connection with the general military system, were usnally only 
enroUed for 60 or 00 days, and there was a constant shifting from local 
companies to the Federal treops and a few to the opposite side, From 
time to time they saw some service in local affairs, but in order to avoid 
a great repetition In names but little mers than a general outline is 
given here. 

In July, 1863, a large number of the organizations in the 12nd 
Regiment were combined with others, under ea plan for the reorganixe: 
tion and econaclidation of all county militia. Among those so affected 
were the following companies: 

Captain Samuel P, Wilson's Company, 192nd Regiment. 

The captain of this company was elected to succeed Marcellus White, 
who was advanced te junior major. The men were enlisted for 60 daya 
and were mustered in at Westen, July 6, 1863. 

Captain A, C. Hale’s Company, 192nd Regiment. 
Mustered in at Weston, July 6, 1868, with A. C, Hale as captain; 
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William Fisher and Addison McDonald, first and second Hentenants. 
Men enlisted for 60 days. 
Captain Samuel B. Bonneti’s Company, 192nd Regiment. 
The captain of this company had been commissioned a colonel on 
November 27, 1861, but upon reorganization was elected a captain, with 


J. W. Divers and Newton Peterson as first and second lieutenants. 


Active men in this company were Nicholas Alkire and Noah Life. 
Captain M. W. Ball’s Company, 192nd Regiment. 

M. W. Ball was commissioned Octeber 16, 1862, to suceeed Jasper N- 
Post. The company was mustered in at Weston, Joly 6, 1863, for 60 days, 
Captain D. S. Allman’s Company, 192ad Regiment, 

D, S, Allman was elected captain on reorganization and company was 
mustered In at Weston for 60 days om July 5, 1863, 

Captain Charles Stalnaker’s Company, 19@nd Regiment, 

Charles Stalnaker was commissioned April 17, 1862, to succeed Michael 
Egan, who had been advanced. Addison Hall wad very active in this 
company and men were enlisted for 60 days, 

No. 8. 
Firet Sergeant Daniel Ford's Company. 

Members, Wilton Clark, James Duvall, George Cook, Robert Under- 
wood, Samuel Wilkinson and William T. Wilkinson. The writer is unable 
to ascertain any definite information concerning the origin and reason 
for this small detachment, but it was officially recognized, 

Captain James B. McDonald’s Company, 125th Regiment. 
Made up of 90-day men and mustered in at Jane Lew, February 1, 
1862, with James B. McDonald as captain. 
James H. Simm’s Conrpany 
The captain of this company was commissioned September 40, 1962, 
Wellington V. Chidester’s Company, 126th Regiment. 

As will be noted the captain of this company had been a leutenant 
colonel in the regimental organization. He was commissioned a captain 
on September 30, 1862, and organized 2 company of 60-day men wha 
were mustered in at Weston, July 6, 1868. 

The Jane Lew Guards, 192nd Regiment. 

This company, which was one of the largest in the community, em- 
braced over 90 men, was known as the Jane Lew Guards, detachment of 
the 192nd Regiment of (W.) Virginia Mate Troops. Tt was under com- 
mand of Captain David H, Smith, who sucezeded John H, Bailey, wha had 
heen commissioned July 26,1861. Waldo B. Brown was firet Hewtenant, 

Weston Home Guards. 
Muster roll dated Avgust 19, 1862, states Hiram Justus, captain and 
John D. Payne, Houtenant. 
3. W. Moffatt’s Company. 
J. W. Moffatt, captain. 
Jobn W. Diver’s Company. 
Mustered In at Weston, July 1, 18638. 
Captain L. S. Ward’s Company, 192nd Regiment. 
Mustered in at Weston, July 6, 1863, for 60 days. L. 8. Ward, eaptain: 
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George Fisher, first lieutenant; George Allman, second liewtenant; Isaac 
Newton Conrad, first sergeant. 

125th Regiment men in same company: 

Barnett, Pleasant; Bailey, Shelton; Bond, John C.; Conrad, James F.; 
Conrad, Joseph C.; Ellis, B. B.; Finister, John; Hevener, John; Hevener, 
John J. Hitt, J. W.; Jarvis, James; Langford, Wesley ©. Lockard, 
James; Lockard, Samuel; MeDonald, L. H.; Matthews, Charles L.: 
Matthews, Thomas W.; Matthews, William J.; Plunkle, William; Queen, 
Syivanus; Robrhough, Isaac; Rohrbough, Nicholas €.; Rohrbough, 
George W.; Smith, Elias; Swecker, Adam; Wallace, J. B.; Cook, George; 
Crowl, Isaac; Feeney, Michael; Feeley, William; Hayden, James; 
McGann, Peter; Watson, James J. 


LEWIS COUNTY INDEPENDENT SCOUTS 

In 1663 and following a reorganization of the few local sixty and 
ninety dey companies then in existence, and the further enlistment of 
many in the Federal service, the need of another local organization be- 
came apparent. Accordingly Special Orders No. 31, dated August 4, 
1865, were issued setting forth this need and designating J. ©, Wilkin- 
son as the party to effect this organization. Wilkinson was comuis- 
sioned captain September 9th. 

Captain Wilkinson was born in Warrenton, Virginia, December 26, 
1814, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, December 27, 1902, to which point 
he had removed with his family from Lewis County in 1884. He mar- 
ried (1) Martha Simpson, May 30, 1839, and (2) Catherine Crowl, De- 
cember 27, 1860, Four sons served in the Union Army. From 1848 
until 1853 he was lecated in Weston, and for many years afterwards a 
prominent farmer of the Canoe Run vicinity near Bush's Mills (Roanoke); 
a strong Whig and uealous “anti-slavery” man. This company wag 
mustered in at Weston and existed until 1864, when due te large 
enlistments in the Regular Army, it was discharged under Special Order 
No, 41, dated November 9th, and the sum of $467.28 allowed for services. 

The following men served in this organization: 


ROSTER ROLL. 

J. C, Wilkinson, captain, age 48: resigned October 13, 1884; Bragg, 
William, age 33, promoted to first sergeant November 9, 1863, and dis- 
charged on account of disabilities May 7, 1864; Conrad, James F., ser« 
geant, age 26; Conrad, Joseph P., age 33; Conrad, Thomas F., age 23; 
Davisson, Edwin, sergeant, age 16; Edwards, David, age 17; Ellis, 
Thomas W., age 17; Ellis, Tyree M., age 18; Ford, Daniel, Jr,, age 22; 
Ford, Daniel, Sr,; Hannon, John G., age 25; Higgins, George W., age 20; 
Miller, Charles T.; Mollohan, W.; Moore, Wm. H., age 21; Murphy, 
William; Tlyman, isaac; Tiyman, James, ege 18; Queen, James W., age 
61; Queen, Glover, died at home in Lewis, December, 1863, from pnea- 
monia contracted an a scout; Queen, Sylvanus; Sandy, Michael; Smith, 
Harrison H.; Sponagle, John; Tinney, W. Philo, died May 5, 1864; Vance, 
James H., age 24; West, I. N., age 23; Bonnett, Peter, age 42, 


CHAPTER FOUR 
GLEANINGS FROM THE LEWIS COUNTY PRESS 


In modern times there is no mare powerful moulder ef public thought 
and reflector of public sentiment than the press, One would naturally 
turn, therefore, to a survey of the newspapers of Lewis County during 
the Civil War in order to form a proper conception of the feeling of the 
people. Unfortunately, however, at the time there existed only one 
paper, “The Weston Herald,” which reflected one side of the political 
sentiment only, and often only the opinion of the editor. Yet it had a 
subseription list af 600, being roughly one-half of the total number of 
voters in the county, and such copies as are in existence are of interest 
and importance, giving a glimpse of the local polities of tha time, the 
movements and activities of the men who became leaders on beth sides. 





The Herald may be said te have had its beginning in the establish- 
ment of the “Weston Sentinel,” by Benjamin Cowen (1795-1879), which 
made its appearance on June 19, 1848. And even at that early date 
local people were having friction with eastern Virginia politicians. A con- 
vention was held at Weston September 25, 1846, to pretest against the 
refusal of the Assembly to grant a franchise to the B. & ©, Railroad. 
The act was denounced as one of “injustice and eppression unparalleled 
in the history of jiegislation.” A copy dated December 14, 1849, curries 
the note that a convention had just been held at Weston to consider the 
best means of calling a convention to amend the State Constiiution, It 
was presided over by Colonel John McWhorter, with John Brannon aa 
Seeretary; Jonathan M. Bennett, Jacob J. Jackson and Josepn Spaulding 
were named a committee on resolutions, who finally fled a report, ihe 
main theme of which was that revision should be made on the basis of 
white pepulation and declared that # getting of the sentiment of the 
people te be an imperious necessity. A convention was finally called, 
which assembled at Richmond October 14, 1850, with Thomas Bland 
representing Lewis County. The new constitution there evolved did 
some good, but still did net suit western Virginis. 

In 1853 the Sentinel office was largely destroyed by Gre, and the 
eqnipmest was sold, such as remained, to two brothers, U. J. and W. F. 
Tapp, whe resumed publication on Monday, September 26, under the 
name of “The Weston Herald.’ The name of W. F. Tapp appears ae 
editor for some two years, after which B, P. Swayne, a young lawyer. 
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became connected with the enterprise, and the paper appeared with H, 
J. Tapp and B. P. Swayne, editors. During the political campaign of 
1856 the feeling on opposite sides became very bitter, An indictment 
was returned on July 6th in Harrison County against Horace Greely, it 
being alleged that his paper, “The New York Tribune,” contained 
articles, the purpose of which was to “advise” and incite negroes in the 
State to rebel and make insurrection. 


In the general election some nine or ten residents of the New England 
settlement at French Creek in Upshur County cast their votes for the 
John C. Fremont electors, This fact soon came to the attention of the 
editors of the Herald, who under date of December 1, 1856, published 
a long editorial of a most vitriolic nature. “Such flagrant anti-slavery 
action here in Virginia was unexpected to us” wrote the editor, and 
continuing said in part: “But that they should come out thus boldly and 
avow their adherence to principles and men so odious to public senti- 
ment, and so inimical te our interests, is a matter of astonishment and 
exhibits a fanatic recklessness, a total disregard for our institutions and 
@ social and political depravity which must arouse the indignation of 
the people and visit them with the burning rebuke of public contempt. 


“They have seen fit to take up their residence in Virginia, a State 
whose loyalty to the constitution stands pre-eminent in the history of 
our country, and of which they should be proud, and they ara bound by 
eommon courtesy, and by the duty which involves upon strangers in any 
cammunity to sacrifice such of their prejudices as may be repugnant to 
those whose home they have voluntarily sought; and more particularly 
here in Virginia to sacrifice those fanatic opinions which are at variance 
with our laws and opposed to the institutions of a portion of our country, 
axisting as they do under the sanction of the constitution. 


“Adopting this as their home, they are bound by everything that. is 
honorable among men, socially, morally and politically, to acquiesce in 
our laws, and to do no violence to them by conversation, or exercising 
their right of suffrage in favor of a party composed of all the antagon- 
istic elements of the South, and whose energies have ever been directed 
against our interest, is little short of treason to the State, and merits 
and must receive the condemnation of all good citizens.” 

This attack brought forth an equally bitter reply from the pen of Dr. 
Amos Brooks, one of the men named of the “INFAMOUS NINE.” “Let 
me tell you,” wrete Dr. Brooks, “that had you read the Republican plat- 
form you might have seen that it was only advocating free soil for the 
territories. I euppose you had not seen it and may properly be called 
a “political Blockhead.” Continuing with a long Line of comment on 
internal affairs he closes, querying the editor, “Are you tea thick-skuiled 
to know that if the freedom of speech and eof the press and of the 
ballot bex is taken from the people, there can be no republicanism?” 
The editer ia further admonished that if he will net publish the letter 
in reply, to “read it attentively two er three times a week” and also to 
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“vead it to the officers of the Weston branch of the Exchange Bank of 
Virginia.” 

By June, 1858, H. J, Tapp alone was editer of the paper and pre- 
presumably in the fall of that year deemed it best to sel) the publication 
and Fred J. Alfred, a neweomer from Albemarle County, Virginia, he- 
eame the owner, 

A copy dated June 14, 1858, Volume 5, No. 35, carries much foreign 
matter and seme polities] comment. The killing of Robert Johnson, a 
late settler in Gilmer County from the Shenandoah Valley, by his negro 
slave, “Bill,” while harvesting in the field, is chronicled with some com- 
ment on the feeling of the people. One of the most important items 
therein is “The Commissioners appointed by the Governor to proctre a 
sultable site for the erection of the Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum, 
spent several days of last week in our town examining the oil, water, 
etc. They are a fine looking, intelligent and as sociable men as we ever 
met with. Governor Wise could not have made a better selection.” 

This commission was composed of Thomas Wallace, of Petersburg: 
Dr. Clement A. Barris, of Culpeper County, and Samuel T. Walker, of 
Reekingham County. (The name of the last listed member is borne by 
the town of Walkersville in Lewis.) This marked the beginning of the 
Weston State Hospital, and there are yet people living who reeall the 
preparations for this visit. The forerunners of the “Gold Dust Twins” 
with eopious applications of whitewash, had the town “spick and span.” 

On June 27, 1859, the Herald gives much attention to a destructive 
frost in the Virginie highlands and the recent State election. “Let the 
Deraocrats now forget all differences of opinion which arese in the late 
exciting canvass,” wrote Alfred, “particularly in those districts in which 
free fights took place, and prepare for the great contest of 1860. A 
wnion with the black republicans has already been recommended by the 
leading members of the opposition in Virginia, with a party which sets 
at defance the decisions of the tribunal of the land, spurns the com- 
promises of the constitution, and tramples upon the rights of property. 
Such is the party with whom the friends of the South and the Union 
will come in conflict, the wise and patriotic see and know it, and they 
will meet it as men and patriots.” Such expressions were indleative of 
the times and feeling of that day. 

In the same issue appear legal notices bearing the names of Matthew 
Harrison, John Brannon, William E, Arnold, W. H. Gibson} of Buck- 
hannon; Caleb Boggess, Levi Johnson, of Gilmer, and J. S, Pisher, of 
Buckhannon, all well known attorneys. 

The next issue the writer has examined is dated Octoher 24, 1259. 
(Volume V1, Ne. 3.) 

The first page is devoted to foreign matter and the second page largely 
given te the late John Brown trouble at Harper’s Ferry. No editarials 
were carried and little local news. It chronicled that Thos, Brad- 
bury had just campleted a “handsome brick edifice” for Dr. Wm. J. 
Bland. This is, im part, the present W. W. Brannon home, erected where 
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had steod an old brick house occupied by Lewis Maxwell, and was axed 
as official headquarters by Federal troops in 1862 and 1863. 

it is also related that “Rev. Mr, Samuel Clawson will preach his fare. 
well sermon at the town hall on Sunday night.” Pew, if any, of the 
early ministers were more widely known and the name still survives in 
the local M. P. Church. The treasurer of a modern paper would give 
a sigh of relief that his income was not based on that period when he 
reads: 

“Receipts of the Herald for week ending October 24, 1859, 

“4. J, Hopkins, $1.00; Robert Clark, $1.50, and Walter Cool, $1.00." 

Turning to the public notices therein, Robert B. Upton, Major of the 
192nd Regiment, Virginia Militia, orders all persons subject to military 
duty to meet at the court house on Saturday, the 29th, to elect a captain. 

Among the advertisers appear C. J. Moore, general merchant; Wood 
and Darlinton; William H. Dawson, druggist; Fitch and Chalfant, drug~- 
gists, “in the Bland Hotel;” D. Hoover & Co., livery stable; Albert A. 
Lewis and M. Lorentz. James T. Jackson offers sewing mechines and 
“se dress pattern for 25 cents ten yards,” and “ready made clothes which 
3 will sell cheaper than the Jews.” 

Cornelius L. Hurley, of Bulltown, relates that he makes 40 bushels of 
salt a day, which he wil! sell at 50 cents a bushel, and “I will take all 
the buffalo hides that can be brought to me at cash prices.” Bailey and 
Tumstill offer dry goods; Er Ralston, jewelry; John Hauman, furniture; 
Jahn C. Grove, “opposite James T. Jackson” and A, Ranol set forth 
their ability as tinners. 

The following attorneys offer their services: Arnold (G, J) and Bran- 
non (Henry), Benjamin P. Swayne, a former owner of the paper; E. &. 
Bland, Douglas M. Bailey, Boggess (Caleb) and Camden (J. N.), Alfred 
H. Jackson, later o distinguished soldier in the Confederacy, and Thomas 
W. Holfman, who lost his life in the battle of Cold Harbor. The town's 
physicians, James A. Hall, J. M. Hamilton and William J. Bland, carried 
professional cards, alone with D. C, Vonbonhort, an early dentist, J. C, 
Shumate advertises the Bland House and adds, “N. B. This is the regular 
stage office and a four-horse post coach leaves the house every day 
except Sunday in time te reach the cars going east at Clarksburg.” 

A small card announces “Bailey's Hotel, M. Bailey, Prop., and Charles 
E. Anderson, Superintendent.” The last named served with distinction 
through the Civil War as a major and was long a familiar figure at the 
Bailey House, 

Thomas Bland asks the people’s patronage of the Jane Lew Tennery. 
Henry ©. Middleton advertised the house and lot for sale “formerly 
occupied by Cabell Tavenner.” John McGee offered for sale 1,660 seres 
of land at Waldo's Mills (Roanoke) on Sand Fork, and then a novelty 
in the advertising world by concluding “Staunton Spectator (Va.) copy 
six times and send bill to this office for collection.” 

“The Weston Herald” as the paper continued to be called never seamed 
to be able to arrive at any certain policy. It attempted to feel slong 
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to determine “which way the wind blew,” which at best was precarious in 
the stirring events leading up fo the Civil War. Until 1800 it stood 
mildly for State rights and believed slavery au institution which could 
be settled casily. With the opening of the campaign of 1860 it rallied 
ta the support of Bell and Everett, as a full-fiedged conatitutional Union 
publication, and had six hundred subscribers. The motto was “Civil amd 
Religious Liberty—the Constitution and the Union,” 


By August another standard had been raised. A copy dated August 6, 
1860 (Vol. VU, Ne. 43), is before the writer, The first two pages are 
largely devoted to notes pertaining te the coming Presidential election, 
the paper supporting Jobn ©. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, for President, 
who had been nominated by the Buchanan wing of the Democratic party 
at a convention held in Baltimore. The Black Republicans are “roasted,” 
several near fighte over the raising of “flag poles” mentioned, and the 
helfef set forth that it would be impossible to elect Abraham Lincoln, 
nominated at the Chicago Convention. 


But little local news is given, Complaint is made that the growid 
around the “court house was a wagon yard,” and should be fenced. A 
further note sets forth “The Asylum—as a matter of some interest to 
the Virginia publie we will state that the work on the asylum is being 
pressed forward with proper enterprise and a few days more will present 
the outside proportions of a building which will be the pride and glory 
of Virginia.” 

Two solid pages of advertising are carried, enumerating among the 
patrons many already mentioned. Dr, J. A. Hall announces an “electro- 
therapeutic infirmary” for the sick. George A. Jackson and Co. want 
to buy 85,000.00 in ragged Indiana, Tilinois, Mixsouri and Ohie bank 
notes” and also sell “fashionable butter and eggs of the newest styles.” 
Chalfant, the druggist, says “go to the drug atore for 25c box get a box 
of wheel grease.” G. J. Butcher, Clerk of the Cireuit Court and John 
Morrow, Clerk of the County Court, have an announcement therein, 
Henry H. Withers and H. Daugherty, merchants near the present Citi- 
gens’ Bank location, dissolve partnership. J. J. Kreemer and Henry 
Arnd announce they will have meat te sell “to the people of Weston on 
Toesday, Thursday and Saturday.” Thomas Benjamin Owen announces 
the opening of his tailor shop on the present Bank af Weston corner. 
J, 1, A. Trotter advertises his stage line leaving Westen at 7 a. m. end 
arriving at Clarksburg at 12, which would mot have much chance along- 
side the present trolley line. Bland’s [Hotel was then operated by HB. S. 
Bland and R. B, Upton, and A. B. Smith was Superintendent of “Bailey's 
Hetel.” Another annotincement sets forth that William L, Dunnington 
succeeded ©. J. Meere, merchant, and Danser and Osborne had bowght 
BH. Daugherty’s foundry, 

With the election of Abraham Lincoln a settled fuct, the paper “about 
faced” and with a sub-heading of “Southern Rights and Southern Inde- 
pendence” boldly took up the issue of the “Lost Cause.” In the face of 
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30 much local sentiment for the Union this marked the beginning of the 
end of the Herald. 

Number 28, Volume VIII, dated May 6, 1661, appears to be the last. 
issue, The editor had recently been depowed as postmaster at Weston 
because of his political sentiments and, of course, had some excuse for 
some feeling about the Lincoln administration. But in spite of the 
exciting period of our history then being entered upon, the writer has 
not followed another editor who expressed such bitter sentiments either 
of Lincoln, or Jefferson Davis, Aspersions are cast and names applied 
to Lincoln that are best omitted here. The first page bears a mamber 
of reprints from the “Staunton Vindicator,” and the view expresaed that 
Thomas Jackson with 10,000 men would or could march to Washington, 
capture it, and the whole matter would be over. A convention was held 
at Buckhannon on Apri) 16th, and official notice of the nomination of 
John Brannon for the Virginia Senate is published. A. A. Lewis of 
Weston was a member of the committee to notify Mr. Brannon, whe 
replies in a very able letter setting forth his views, couched in excellent 
language and free from personal abuse. “With Virginia,” wrote Mr, 
Brannon, at the close, “my fate is fixed—my impulses and my judgment 
prompt me to adhere to the State under all circumstances and to the 
last extremity.” 

Turning to the editorial page, one reads the announcement of George 
J, Arnold, for member of the Legislature of Virginia along with a letter 
from a voter asking’ how Mr. Arnold stood on the issues of the day. 
Then comes this notice: 

“As the Black Republican administration at Washington has cut of 
a part of our source for support, we are thrown entirely upon our sub- 
seription list to enable us to prosecute our business. We ask therefore 
that persons indebted to us will promptly pay ihe amall amounts aue— 
there are many in arrears for nearly three years——help us keep a south- 
ern flag to the breeze.” 

Commenting further “we understand that the rheumatism is prevail- 
ing to an alarming extent in this county. Powder is said to be a sure 
and efficious remedy.” Reading further, “Qome all, and hear the old 
war horse ex-Governor Joseph Johnson at the court house on the 8th” 
and “owing to the present excitement Bishop Jahns has been compelled 
to go home.” A. Oliver, a patent medicine manufacturer, wrote that 
he was going to discontinue his advertisements in the Herald, Alfred, 


replied; 


“This is decidedly the coolest piece of impudence that we have 
seen, and is on a par with that of the gentleman's master, Lincaln, 
who would use coercion te carry out his infamous designs. 
Northern slaves may submit, but free white men, NEVER,” 


An anonymous letter concerning the barning of a “secession flag” 
bearing elght stars, found on the court house at Weaton is reproduced 


a) 
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with remarks concerning the indignation of the people. A proclamation 
by Governor Letcher also finds a place in this issue calling for action 
on the ordinance of secession. Francis M. Boykin, Jr., Drigade Inspector 
of the 20th Brigade, Virginia Militia, announces: 


“125th and 192nd Regiments: Training of officera at Weston on 
17th, 18th and 19th of June, Regimental muster of the 125th on 
the 30th and 192nd on the 21st at places appointed by the com- 
mandants,” 


Some of these orders were never carried out, as the Seventh Obie 
Infantry (Federal) troops arrived on June 29th, Turning to other 
matters In this issue, the death of Edward, young gon of William E. and 
Susan M, Arnold; and of Lucie Ann, infant daughter of Er and Matilda 
Bailey Ralston are mentioned. ©, J, Moore says W. L. Dunnington is 
“a gentleman of integrity, good business habits and accommodating dis- 
position.” The virtues set forth were amply demonstrated in forth- 
coming years. Drs. G. &. Young and Jobn Blair were new additions to 
the local medical fraternity. Joseph Matthews was sheriff, succeeding 
James Wilson, who had resigned on the 4th of January, 1861. M. W. 
Ball, former manager of the “Union House” at Jane Lew, announces the 
reopening of the Bland Hotel. 

With the beginning of the Civil War, the first Federal troopa te reach 
Westen were the Seventh Ohio Infantry, under Colonel FE. B. Tyler. As 
is usual, men of all oeeupations made up the rank and file. Among them 
were severs! printers, and procuring permission from headquarters, the 
Herald office and equipment was seized with the idea in mind of start- 
ing a paper. 

A. meeting resulted in the selection of the following officers: Liewten- 
ant A. G. Bogeess, of Company A, was selected as proprietor, Lieuten- 
ant J. N, Cross, of Company C, was made editer, and A. G, Wilhame, of 
Company D, assistant editor. J. F. Harman and ©. F. Grabill were 
named as publishers. With this formidable organization the work of 
publication began. The work was quietly performed, and on the morn- 
ing of July 4, 1861, Weston folks awoke to find om the dowrstep sample 
copies of the new paper. 

“The Ohio Seventh,” as the unique publication was headed, “will be 
published as often as circumstances will permit,” says the editer, “and 
ef such material as may be found in secession offices where we may 
chanee to stop long enowgh to raise our flag and issue a paper.” The 
motto was “We come fo protect, not Invade,” and the statement further 
appears, “Confederate States Bonds and other ‘secesh’ paper not received 
for either advertising or subscriptions.” Oclonel BE. B. Tyler makes 
public a atatement of his policies alongside General McClellan's procla- 
mation to the people of western Virginia, of Jume 23rd. 

The subsequent removal of this regiment ended the short career of 
this publication, and again Weston and Lewis County had ne newspaper. 


— 
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In January, 1862, Alfred returned to the community and took posses- 
sion of his office and effects. On the 18th he began the issue of “The 
Stars and Stripes.” “As its name imports,” says Mr. Alfred in his 
opening remarks, “will be devoted te the advocacy of the Union, the 
Constitution, and the enforcement of laws.” The feeling about the older 
paper, however, was too great to overcome, and whatever may have been 
the sincerity of the editor, the publication soon ceased. 

The succeeding three years were unmarked by any further settled 
attempts with a newspaper, People were busy with the Civil War, and 
such meager county work as had to be done again reverted to Clarks- 
burg. In December, 1863, J. L. Hall, with some of the old Herald equip- 
ment, issued the “West Virginia State Journal,” possibly the first publi- 
eation fo use the name of the new State; a “fling” at guerrillas im 
Upshur, and affairs around Richmond was taken, and again the voice 
of the press ceased to be heard along the upper West Fork of the 
Monongahela. 

In the fall of 1864 it would seem that the Herald again resumed 
publication. Dr. R. Hill, head of the State hospital, in his report dated 
January 1, 1865, thanks Peter Dargen for “sleigh rides” and the Bighth 
Ohio Band for music, and makes note of the receipt of free copies of 
the “Weston Herald just issued.” A supplementary report dated Octo- 
ber 16th relates that the paper was or had been suspended. 





CHAPTER FIVE 


MILITARY OPERATIONS. 
1861. 


Several factora governed the early activities of the oppasing military 
authorities in western Virginia. The Confederacy, through the medium 
of the State of Virginia, felt impelled ta defend what was them her 
nominal frontier, as well as te furnish support and protection io the 
people in this section who were inclined te support the Southern cause. 
Sentiment, as has beon shown, was badly divided, aceording to the local 
situation and local leaders. On the other hand, the Federal Government 
felt inclined and realized the necessity of throwing the support and 
power of the army back of the citizens who remained loyal to the gem 
eral government. Hoth sides at once realized the strategie importance 
of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the greatest medium of transporta- 
tion at that time, and which had been constructed originally through 
western Virginia in the face of great opposition, Lewis County with 
Weston 25 miles from the nearest railway line; was “quartered” as it 
were by the intersecting Parkersburg and Staunton Pike and the Weston 
and Gavley Pike, controlling the gateway to the valley of the Great 
Kanawha, in which the Confederate forces at once attempted to gain ® 
foothold. 

Events followed in rapid sequence. On May 6th George B. McClellan, 
with the rank of major general, in command of the Department of Ohio, 
was directed to assume command of the Department of western Virginia. 
Bet forth by most military critics as one of the most able of all the 
Federal generals, with an aptitude for organization that sometimes over- 
shadowed his active operations, he threw hig troops inte this region, 
the activities of which caused the failure of the opposing army, such 
as if was at that time. 

On May 16th Colonel G, A. Porterfield assumed cammand of the Con- 
federate forces at Grafton, lacking arms and much moral support, ac- 
cording to his report. On June 1, a brigade of volunteer infantry (Ped- 
eral) from Indiana arrived at Graften commanded by Brigadier General 
Themas Merris. On Jane ard about thirty miles from Westen, the 
battle of Philippi was fought which opened active hostilities, perhaps of 
the entire war. General Robert S. Garnett, commanding forces rallied 
from the Valley of Virginia and nearby points, fought the battles of 
Rich Mountain and Laurel Hill, but was compelled to retreat, his own 
brave career ending by his death at Carricke Ford on July luth. Com- 
mand then passed to Brigadier Generel H, B. Jackson. 

McClellan, from Graften on Jone 23rd, issued the following proclama- 
tion, which was posted at the court honse in Weston, a5 well aa pub- 
lished in newspapers of that time: 
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“To the Inhabitants of Western Virginia: 

“The army of this department, headed by Virginia troops, is 
rapidly occupying all western Virginia. This is done in co-cpera- 
tion with, and in support of such authorities of the State as are 
faithful to the Constitution and laws of the United States. The 
proclamation issued by me under date af May 26, 1841, will be 
strictly maintained. Your houses, families, property and all your 
rights will be religiously respected. We are enemies te none 
but armed rebels and those voluntarily giving them aid. All 
officers of this army will be held responsible for the most prompt 
and vigorous action in repressing disorder and punishing aggres- 
sion by those under their command. 

“To my great regret, I find that enemies of the United States 
continue to carry on a system af hostilities prohibited by the laws 
of war among belligerent nations, and, of course, far mare wicked 
and intolerable when directed against loyal citizens engaged in 
the defense of the common government of all. Individuals and 
marauding parties are pursuing a guerrilla warfare, firing on 
and even killing citizens because of their Union sentiments, and 
committing many kindred acts. 

“T do new, therefore, make proclamation and warn all persons 
that individuals or parties engaged im this species of warfare, 
irregular in every view which can be taken of it, thus attacking 
sentries, pickets ar other soldiers, destroying public or private 
property, or committing injuries against any of the inhabitanta 
because of Union sentiments or conduct, will be dealt with im their 
persons and property according to the severest rules of military 
law. 

“ANI persons giving information or aid te the public enemies 
will be arrested and kept im close eustody, and, all persone found 
bearing arms, unless of known loyalty, will be arrested and heid 
for examination. 

(Signed) “GEO. B. MeCLELLAN, 
“Maj. Gen. U S Army, Commanding Dept” 


With the arrival of Federal troops, Union men became more active 
and outspoken, many of the opposing belief having gone to the front 
in the service. As early as May Sth George R. Latham, from Grafton, 
wired Secretary of War Cameron, that “Union men of northwestern 
Virginia are becoming more firm every day” and offering as evidence 
of this fact that “Judge G. D. Camden, whe has been appointed to the 
Montgomery Congress, is not allowed to speak in his own town of 
Clarksburg.” A meeting in the M. E. Church on Rush Run on dune 14, 
was breken up and the building burned. It was te be expected, there- 
fore, that this region should be occupied by troops without any serious 
opposition. Union men at Weston lending some credence to alleged lack 
of leyalty by officers of the branch of the Exchange Dank of Virginia, 
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whieh was found to be untrue, held a secret meeting to determing means 
to have troops cecupy the town. About this time it is related, P. M. 
Hale journeyed to Washington, and in eompany with Mr. Cameron, a 
conference was held with President Lincoln in which affairs in this region 
were thoroughly discussed, 

At a meeting held at the shoe shop of Abram C. Hale on June 26th, 
participated in by Robert Iryine, George OC. Danser, William J. Daugherty, 
E. M. Tunstill, J. G. Vandervurt and others, it was determined to send 
J.C, Wilkinson, who later commanded a company of “State Troopa” to 
Wheeling to interview Governor Pierpont. While it is no doubt true that 
McClellan intended to occupy Weston any way, the activities of Captain 
Wilkinson and P. M. Hale hastened the immediate action, 


The first regiment of Federal or National treopa to arrive in Weston 
was the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, cormmanded by Colonel Erastus 
B. Tyler, which arrived by train at Clarksburg on Friday, June 28, 1861. 
It was anticipated that an order to march to Weston would oe received, 
and knewing that General MeCiellan was on his way to Clarksburg, the 
regiment was drawn up near the station in what is now the “east end,” 
The men were told that if the order to march was given @ signal would 
be given. “Upon the arrival of the train,” says Whitelaw Reid in his 
“Mhio in the War,” “McClellan asked how soon he could march to 
Weston. ‘Look yonder, and i will show yau, was Colonel Tyler's reply 
and waving his handkerchief the regiment struck double quick and 
rapidly disappeared.” Leaving Clarksburg about 4 p. m. of the 29th 
Jane Lew was passed shortly after midnight. Weston was entered abowt 
5 e’cleck on Sunday morning with drums beating and fife corps arousing 
the people from their alambers. 

“The 29th of June, 1861, will ever mark a memorable ora in the 
annals af the Seventh Ohioj\” says Mr, Reid. “It was the first march 
the men bad made with the shoulder knapsack and all the accowterments 
ef the soldier. The day was oppressively het, and before one mile had 
been laboriously overcome many valuable and useful articles supposed to 
be absolutely indispensable, had become an intolerable burden; and at 
three miles when a halt was ordered the men went deliberately to work 
reducing their baggage. Blankets, dress uniforms, books, anderclothing 
and every article that could possibly be dispensed with were emptied 
on the ground and left there. One of the mest useful articles, canteens, 
had not been supplied, and the men suffered dreadfully for the means of 
quenching their thirst, 

“The rising of the morning san revealed te the men their destinatien. 
Twenty-three miles had been made, and the Uttle town of Weston 
reached. Th object of the march was accomplished, which was to receive 
265,000 im gold that had been deposited in the bank at Weston by the 
Virginia State government te defray the expense of erecting a large 
lunatic asylum at that place. Noe epposition was made, the momey was 
secured and the regiment went inte camp, On the Fourth of July the 
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people of Weston, or the Union portion of the town, gave a fine dinner 
to the regiment.” 

Camp Tyler was established on what is now a part of the State Hos- 
pital grounds and some of the officers established themselves at the old 
Bland Hotel, which stood at the head of Main Street. The entire town 
Was soon under guard and members started in te round up some of the 
citizens who bestirred themselves and dared te come out in the streets. 

Mr. Conrad Kester (1803-1893), a noted gunsmith of that day, had 
gone to the Stone Coal bridge to look for a cow. The sentries called 
to him to halt, but in some manner he did not hear and was fired upon, 
but fortunately was not hit, and as he said in later years, “they were 
darned bad shots.” They marched him up to headquarters, feeling that 
his failure to obey orders was because he was a “reb.” Others were 
for a short time under guard in the office of the Bailey House principally 
because someone had made the assertion that they had been members 
of the “Home Guards” and had muskets in their possession. In the 
meéantime, others had gone on up the Sutton road and some shots were 
fired at e stamp on the hill back of the “Old Hill” cemetery which was 
mistaken for a “reb.” 

Colonel Tyler was not unknown among the people of the town and 
the county. He had for some ten or fifteen years previous visited this 
section every year from Ravenna, Ohio, as agent of the American Fur 
Company. Generally liked by most people, upon his return, m command 
of an army and as one describes him, “in uniform bright and new and 
sword clanking as he walked in his cavalry boots; majestic, pompous, he 
was a mighty step from the jovial furrier we used to know.” He was 
often prone to take advantage of his positior, to the discomfiture of 
lecal people, both friend and foe, and spent his days at Weston riding on 
a blooded horse “Seleim,” which he purchased from R. P. Camden. 

Barly in the spring of 1861 the State of Virginia sent $30,000 to 
Weston, where it was deposited in the Exchange Bank of Virginia, to be 
used in payment of construction bills for the Trans-Allegheny Asylum 
at that time being built. On the morning of July 1, 1861, Governor 
Pierpont delegated John List to repair to Weston and secure this money, 
and at the same time notified General Rosecrans, then im charge of the 
Federal troops at Clarksburg, to detail a detachment of cavalry for 
twenty-four hours’ seceret service. List reached Clarksburg in the after 
noon and found the troops in readiness, and leaving there at dark, the 
long, silent ride continued throughout the night, and at daylight on the 
morning of the 2nd the roads leading to and from Weston were strongly 
picketed. List then called on Mr. R, J. McCandlish, then cashier, and 
dermanded the money, but he objected, claiming that there was a large 
amount due for labor. List. however, took $27,000, and with his escort, 
returned to Clarksburg, when he conveyed the money to Wheeling, where 
it was placed in the banks of that city, ©. J. Moore, president and the 
cashier of the Weston bank, immediately went to Wheeling. The matter 
was at length adjusted by the Wheeling banka giving the Westen hank 
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credit for the amount, and in addition, for the premium on specie. The 
money was afterwards used in completing the buildings. 

The Wheeling Intelligencer, on July 2, 1861, under the caption, “An 
Expedition to Weston—Twenty Thousand Dollars in Gold Captured,” 
says: 

“Captain John List returned to this city yesterday evening, 
having in charge twenty-seven thousand dollars im gold taken 
from the bank at Weston, Virginia, where it had been placed by 
the State authorities to be used om the Weston Lamatic Asylum. 
Captain List wes commissioned by Governor Plerpont to go and 
take charge of the money, the work of the asylum having been 
stopped, and there being reasonable apprehension that the gold 
might fall into the hands of the Letcher government. The cap- 
tain proceeded to Grafton and upon making the facts known to 
General McClellan, in less than 24 hours a regiment under 
Colonel Tyler was on the march. The expedition left Clarksburg 
on Saturday evening and, marching all night, reached Weston 
on Sunday morning about 4 o'clock. The people were all asleep, 
but the fine band which accompanied the expedition aroused the 
drowsy people by playing the ‘Btar-Spangled Banner.’ Colonel 
Tyler took possession of the place, met with no realstance, and 
the money was soon secured, The troops captured some twenty- 
odd prisoners, all of whom were released upon examination except 
the following, who were brought wp to Gratton and placed under 
guard: James T. Jackson, G. J. Butcher, William E. Lively, John 
Kearns, Jr.. and John Shumate. A guard of six men accompanied 
the money to this city, and last night it was safely deposited in 
the Northwestern Bank and will be nsed by those to whom it truly 
belongs—the true State government.” 


The Intelligencer on July 4th editorially remarks, “We need money 
almost as badly as they do down at Richmond, and are in no particular 
need of a Lunatic Asylum. Just now coin is infinitely preferable to 
crazy people.” And indeed it may be said that here Nes the larger part 
of the motive for the occupation of Wastem by Federal troops. There 
was no indication whatever as to the lack of loyalty om the part af the 
efficials of the Exchange Bank. Charles J. Moore was President, BR. J. 
MeCandlish, Cashier, and Albert A. Lewis, David S. Peterson, Blackwell 
Jackson, Edwin &, Bland and Johnson N. Camden comprised the board. 
The restored government of Virginia was without funds, except the 
personal help of Francis H, Pierpont and Peter G. Van Winkle. Officials 
eagerly acted upon whisperings of questionable loyalty to seize the 
money, but due to the fairnasa of Governor Pierpont the matter was 
adjusted. 

As fate would have it, over forty years later this bank through the 
hands of B. G. Davieson, its president, a nephew of Richard P. Camden, 
war-time President, financed the erection cf a statue in the Mall of Fame 
in Statuary Hall in the Natienal Capitol to the war Gewerner who had 
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befriended the bank in the dark days of the Civil War. As far back as 
1860 the leaning of the bank to the Union was very noticeable, even te 
refusing to support a call for financial assistance from Virginia in 
December of that year, and its attitude throughout was one of con- 
sistency. Strange, as it may seem, Richard P. Camden and Mr. 
MeCandlish sleep side by side in the old “Cook” cemetery in Parkers- 
burg, and stranger, both graves bear a Confederate marker. 

The Virginia Assembly, on March 14, 1862, passed an act in the 
preamble to which it is recited that “Whereas by an ordinance of July 
28, 1861, work was suspended on the lunatic asylum at Weston” and all 
“surplus money to be returned” and it ia reported that “an armed 
military force as publie enemies, entered the vaults of Number 4, the 
Exchange Bank of Virginia, and took therefrom about twenty-seven 
thousand dollars of its specie, and that the said military expedition 
operated under and in pursuance of orders from an usurped authority 
claiming to be a government established within the limits of Virginia, 
without authority of the legislature; and further, that the money so 
abstracted was deposited in one or more of the banka of the Common- 
wealth, located in the City of Wheeling, whose officers were co-operating 
with and professing allegiance to said usurped government, and had 
notice of the ownership and rebbery of such money.” The bill then 
proceeds te declare how Hon. Jonathan M. Bennett, treasurer of the 
asylum, may proceed te recover the money, but while the money was 
eventually used for the purpose primarily designated, it was handled 
through other channels, 

In the meantime, Brigadier General Rosecrans had advanced from 
Clarksburg, occupied Buckhannon as shown by the following dispatch 
and was followed by McClellan, who established temporary headquarters: 


“Hdara. Ohio & Indiana Prov, Brig., 
“J, 5. Volunteer Militia, 
“Camp Buckhannon, June 30, 1861. 
“Siy: I send this by special messenger to open communication 
with you. By order of Major General McClellan after a night's 
mareh, I oceupied this place with my brigade—the Highth and 
Tenth Indiana and Nineteenth Ohio—this morning at 7 o'clock, 
amid the cheers and congratulations of the citizens. The Beverly 
and Westen roads are occupied in peace and patrols will be 
established to scour the country in all directions. Let me know 
how you are situated, and advise me if anything relating to the 
movements of the secessionists in our region end elsewhere. 
"Very reapeetfally, 
“Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) “W. S. ROSECRANS, 
“Brigadier General,” 
“Colonel E. B. Tyler, 
“Seventh Ohio U. 8. Volunteer Infantry, Weston. 
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‘Hdars. Dept. of the Ohio, 
“Buckhannon, Va., duly 6, 18661. 
"Colonel E. D. Townsend, 


“Assistant Adjutant General. 


“Colonel: Of the troops composing the active army, fifty-one 
companies and one battery are at Philippi, amusing the enemy, 
who is strongly intrenched with artillery on the Laurel Mountain 
between that piace and Beverly. I have with me here six entire 
regiments of Infantry, six detached companies, two batteries, two 
companies of cavalry; two more regiments and some five or six 
detached companies of infantry will reach here tomorrow night. 
The Seventh Ohio oceupied Weston some three days since, and 
four companies of the Seventeenth reached Gienville from Parkers- 
burg yesterday. I ordered strong detachments from these com- 
mands to move last night on Bulltown and break up a large force 
of armed rehels congregating there. [ can, if necessary, have 
them all back with me by tomorrow night. 


“Very respectfully, 


(Signed) “GEO. BL McCLELLAN, 
“Maj. Gen. U. S. Army, Commanding Dept.” 


On July 6th two companies were in camp at Weston, One was in 
charge of Captain J. S, Shuman, being a company that was later Com- 
pany I of the First (W.) Virginia Cavalry. To him has been attributed 
the organization of the idea of a rather novel mode of punishment. 
The late Captain Egan, in describing it, says: 


“On coming into town one day and while going up Main Street, 
i sew on the porch of the Bland Hotel, then occupied by some 
of the troops, three cavalrymen soldiers of Captain Shauman’s 
command standing with their hands behind their backs tied and 
securely strapped to the pillars of the porch, and with a horse 
‘nose bag’ pulled down over his head and made fast around the 
lower part ef his neck. Soon after this unique experiment, I saw 
another—that of bucking end gagging—practiced on an unfor. 
tunate infantryman, He had been placed in a vacant house near 
the West Pork bridge. The soldier was lying on the broad of hig 
back with his feet securely tied and had 2 stout stick placed in 
his mouth and made fast behind his head. He was charged with 
theft and drunkenness. The little town was fast becoming 
notorious from such displays of new-found authority, Remon- 
strance with the captain brought forth the answer: ‘IUl have 
discipline or know the reason why; these thieves have been thiev- 
ing and pilfering from the citizens for some tirae past and I am 
determined to make an example of them.’” 














MILITARY OPERATIONS—1861 47 
ITED Sb han Sh to en's gS El 
On July 7th the Federals stationed at Glenville, were attacked by o 
body of Confederate troops, or of alleged connection. Two companies 
were ordered te the assistance of the Glenville post from Weston, but 
it seems never did arrive. J. M. Connell, commanding the Seventeenth 
Ohio, at Buckhannon, on July 8th complained bitterly that “Tyler’a twe 
companies stopped ten miles this side of Glenville, for what reason God 
only knews.” “Colonel Tyler himself was this morning not a mile and 
a half from Weston,’ probably because the affair just prowed to be a 
stall skirmish and help from Weston was not needed, the tale that 
“2,000 from an eastern Virginia regiment” had appeared, proving to 
he false, 

Colonel Tyler with the greater portion of his command soon moved 
from Weston into Nicholas County, where he was to menace Floyd and 
Wise, Attacked by Floyd on the 13th, he was forced to retreat, Among 
his command were Companies B and E, under Captains Stevens and 
Trimble, of the Seventeenth Ohio, which arrived in Weston after the 
Seventh Ohio, A correspondent writing from Sutton on July 29th says 
of the advanca from Weston: 


“We reached Weston on Sunday afternoon and were escorted 
into the town by the band belonging the the Seventh Ohie, 
Upon our arrival we found our quarters selected for us and the 
Ohio boys, axes in hand, ready te pitch our tents saying we were 
tired, and that they would do it for us. Another delegation 
brought supper, We remained in Weston until Tuesday, when in 
company with Companies A and D of the Seventh Ohio we started 
as advance guard to Bulitown. At a crossroads six miles from 
Weston we halted for the night, sending the baggage on by the 
read and cutting across the mountains with the main body of the 
guard. We reached Bulltewn about 4 o'clock im the afternoon 
and was joined by the remainder of the Seventh and the Thir. 
teenth and Seventeenth Ohio, together with two pieces of field 
artillery and Oaptain Mack’s howitzer battery.” 


They left Bulltown on Thursday, marching to Sutten, where they 
arrived Sunday. On the way a local man named Singleton, who had 
threatened to kill Tyher, was killed by a corporal of the Seventeenth 
Ohio, 

Seme idea of the further troubles of this expedition may be gleaned 
from the following extract from a letter to General Rosecrans, from 
“E. B. Tyler, Colonel Commanding Column, U. 8. Army,” dated “Sum- 
mersville, August 11, 18612” 


“The quartermaster of my regiment made requisition on post 
quartermaster at Clarksburg seme time since for shoes—many 
of my men being nearly barefooted at that time. He dispatched 
teams at once which returned last night without them. The rocky 
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roads of the country make it bard for the men te march without 
shoes, and many have, however, been doing so for several days.” 


In the latter part of July, the Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
arrived in Clarksburg under command of Colonel HE. Parker Scammon, 
“St was at once launched into the arena of war,” says Mr. Reid, receiving 
orders on the 28th to proceed to Weston, where it performed “many 
days and nights of excessively hard duty” and being constantly 
“drenched by the almost continual raina of the season.” Arriving at 
Weston the regiment was divided inte two parts, the one designated as 
the “right wing” being used in scouting expeditions into Gilmer and 
other sections. The other “wing” remained in Westom until September 
ist, when both sections reunited at Bulltown and joined the main army 
on the advance to Carnifex Perry. 

The personnel and activities of this regiment are of unusual interest. 
A detachment under Liewtenant Colonel Stanley Mathews, later a mem- 
ber of the Supreme Court of the United States, on an expeditien inte 
Gilmer County, brought in nine prisonera who were sent on to Clarks- 
burg. Some teamsters attached to a supply train killed some sheep on. 
Leading Creek, which caused much trouble, Being placed under arrest, 
a settlement was finally made and the perpetrators released, it being 
shown that it was done from necessity for food. The senior major wae 
Rutherford B. Hayes, who later became President of the United States. 
Company E numbered among its members a youth of 18, from Poland, 
Ohio, who was none other than William McKinley. As President he 
lived to direct the nation in 1898 in another war, when the song and 
gvandsons of the Blue and the Gray feught side by side to Lift Spanish 
oppression. The company, in which he served as a private, was stationed 
in the little brick Methodist Church building on Third Street, which 
was razed about 1871. Major Hayes accidentally killed 4 valuable dog 
belongimg to the late Er Ralston, which, caused local feelings not entirely 
cleared away until after his Presidential campaign. At the same time 
aleo arrived Captain Whitelaw Reid, city editor of the Cincinnati 
Gazette, attached ag a correspondent to the staff of Brigadier General 
Thomas Morris, commanding troops from Indiana. Under the name of 
“Agate” he wrote back letters, the subject of much comment because of 
his astute ebservations. From his pen came “Ohio in the War,” pub- 
lished in 1868, while editor of the New York Tribune, and he later 
became Ambassador to England. 

In the latter part of June, the Tenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry under 
Colonel Wm. BH. Lytle arrived at Grafton and wee moved forward to 
Buckhannon. During the period in which five companies of the Seven- 
teenth Ohio was supposed to be in danger at Glenville, the major portion, 
ef the regiment meved inte Weston. Here it excited a great deal of 
interest. They declared themselves the “Bloody Tenth” and several 
exciting escapades teok place among those “in their cups” when they 
met others from old “Erin” attracted to Weston by the erection of the 
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hospital building. Unceasing in his labor among them was Rev. Daniel 
O'Connor, pastor of the local St, Patrick's Church, then located in a 
small brick on the lot now owned by Robert L. Bland. Pather O’Connor 
was born in St. John, New Brunswick, in 1833, and served at Weston, 
1881 to February 14, 1864, when he was transferred to Clarksburg, At 
Weston he taught school in addition to his clerical duties; erected a small 
chapel on Sand Fork, and through influence of Captain Charles Leib, 
Quartermaster, U. S. Army, held services in the Government warehouse 
at Clarksburg for the soldiers of his faith. 

From Weston Captain Hayes, with a detached command from the 
Fifth Ohio, marched to Buckhannon. Colonel Lytle advanced to Jack- 
sonville, with Company B, returned and reported “having seen nothing 
but hardships and privations.” At Weston, Charles Brown, an Oblo 
Wwagonmaster, was thrown from a horse and received a broken leg, 

On August 20th General Rosecrans, at Clarksburg, set about to 
organize an expedition to march into Nicholas County to the assistance 
of Qolone!l Tyler. It was to be composed, generally, of three brigades 
under Brigadier General Benham, Colonel Robert L. McCook and Colonel 
E. B. Scammen. The main body moved out of Clarksburg on the aist, 
encamping that night at Jane Lew. On September lst and 2nd several 
regiments arrived at Weston, going into camp for a day or more. The 
distance to Gauley River is about 1383 miles, the weather was terrible, 
one correspondent relating that rain “simply poured" and the new sol- 
diers suffered terribly. 

Among the earliest arrivals were five companies of the Ninth Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, which moved from New Creek on August 27th 
passing through Weston and reaching Bulitown on September 2nd, where 
it met the rest of the regiment which had advanced by Buckhannon and 
Frenchton. Tt was composed mostly of Germans from around Cincinnati, 
many of whom could not speak English, and Colonel MeOook referred 
to himself as the “clerk for a 1,000 Dutchmen.” 

Eight companies of the Twelfth Ohio left Camp Piatt on the Kanawha, 
August 18th, and after e roundabout trip, passed through Weston under 
command of Colenel John W. Lowe, who was killed in the battle that 
followed at Carnifex Ferry. This detachment was followed closely by 
the Thirteenth Regiment. under Colonel! Wm. S. Smith, whe pushed for« 
ward to Sutton, where about 5,000 infantry were collected. 

The FPorty-seventh Qhie reached Clarksburg om August 20th and was 
reviewed by General Rosecrans. It was commanded by Colonel Frederick 
Poschner, Ir., of Cincinnati, one of the herces of the revolution of 
“forty-eight” in Hungary. The regiment left Clarksburg at neen and 
by evening went into camp at Jane Lew, as recorded, the men, “literally 
exhausted by the first experience of a soldier's life.” Weston was 
reached the next day. Adier a two-days’ rest, Colonel Poschner and 
Major A. C, Parry, with six companies, moyed forward to Bulltown. 
Four companies under Lieutenant Colonel L. S. Biliott were left as a 
garrison for the loca) post, 
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The Thirtieth Ohio, under Colonel) Hugh Ewing, reached Clarksburg 
on September fad. “Late in the evening,” says Reid, “the Thirtieth 
marched out on the Weston Pike and on the afternoon of the next day 
reached Weston and encamped by the side of the Forty-seventh Ohie. 
Here the regiment received its first camp and garrison equipment. Two 
wagons were assigned to each company and even this supply was deemed 
insufficient. In later years the men considered themselves fortunate if 
there was one wagon in the regiment.” 

This regiment was closely followed by six companies of the Thirty- 
sixth Ohio, who came through by way of Gilmer County, te become part 
of a command under Captain (General) George Crook, of Dayton, of the 
Fourth Infantry, U. 8. Army. They were armed with Enfield rifles and 
the detachment at Weston was commanded by Major E. B. Andrews, a 
well known professor of Marietta College. Poeumonia claimed many 
of these two organizations while in camp in Nicholas County. After 
the Ohio organizations followed the Twelfth, Thirteenth and Twenty- 
eighth Indiana Regiments of Volunteer Infantry, 

A letter from a member of the command of General Rosecrans appear- 
ing in the Intelligencer September 13th, says they left Westen 4 a. m. 
Monday morning, September 2nd, “whither he had removed from Clarke- 
burg on the previous Saturday. Early as it was, Weston was aroused, 
and every window hed its uncombed head thrust out to see the general's 
cortege go by. Altogether, Weston appears to be one of the pleasantast 
villages in northwestern Virginia and left ua with a remembrance of 
quiet rural comfort that we are not likely to witness again.” 

Speaking of the hospital, then building, he says: “Its «ize may be 
inferred when I tell you that its front is 1,200 feet in length. The 
Toundatians were laid and the walls hed begun to rise when the ordinance 
of secession blighted this as it did everything else im the State,” 

As the command passed over Rush Run hill some horses ran away 
with an ambulance, doing considerable damage. It was decided to call 
the Quartermaster at Westen for a new one and the telegraph operator 
eat into the new line along the read. The local folks had never seen 
this thing work, and the spectacle of the general writing orders on a2 

bead, and so on, was pew, let alone the receiving of news from 
outside the State. At noon they arrived at Jacksonville, which he saya 
“is a little hamlet known to the inhabitanta as Jacksonville, and to the 
map makers as Collins Setilement. There are two taverns and half 2 
dozen decent houses in the place.” 

The correspondent of the New York Times with Rosecrans is not quite 
ao kind to the community, although agreaing that the territary between 
Clarksburg and Bulltown is e good agricultural section, in which csttle 
was the main product. “Weston is the only settlement this side of 
Clarksburg,” he says, “entitled te the designation af town. Ef la finished 
and fenced in by the inertia of the people. Th is very beautifully located 
in a deep basin formed by a dozen portly billa, and has perhaps a dozen 
good houses, five or six churches, of which the Roman Catholic Chapel, 
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perched high up on the mountain side is the most conspicuous, as well 
as the most ungainly in architectural appearance.” “Jane Lew,” he 
continues, “has half a» dozen houses including a tavern, a tannery and 
pottery, all squatted on either side of the road, and the aale of apple 
jack is the principal employment. Jacksonville is remarkable for its 
abominable, anti-abdominable green apple pics,” 


In the meantime on account of the stoppage of the mails it became 
necessary to establish a courier system from Clarksburg to the Ganley 
River. It fell to the lou of Captain Charles Leib, Assistant Quarter- 
master, at Clarksburg, and later the author of “The Chances of Making 
a Million” te establish this line, for as yet ng telegraph line was in 
existence to Weston or the region beyond. 


This proved to be quite a task as it was a very dangerous undertaking, 
and while Captain Lieb had many men in his department in charge af 
vast supplies at Clarksburg, no one among them would volunteer for 
this service. The fact that James Flesher had been killed outright, 
and Mifflin Cutright badly wounded in attempting to carry dispatches 
to Tyler’s command only added to the hesitancy of the men. Jt remained 
so until Major Michael Egan, of Weston, appeared and offered his 
services. 

Major Egan was at first under the direction of A. F. Newman as 
supérintendent of the courier line, His first trip was uneventful, leaving 
Clarksburg at § p.m. August 3ist, he arrived at Jane Lew, the second 
station, shortly after 7 p. m., where he spent the night. Om his second 
trip, destined to be a rather eventful one, he left Clarksburg at 8 ». m. 
and arrived in Weston about ll p.m. Finding no guerds at the covered 
bridge at the mouth of Stone Coal Creek, he rode into town unmolested 
and reported ta Colonel Ewimg at camp headquarters at the time on the 
site of the present B. & ©. railroad station. Colonel Ewing, in com- 
mand of detachments of the Thirtieth and Fortieth Ohio Regiments, 
issued orders for service to Bulltown and directed him to report to Cap- 
tain H. C, Ransom, whe was found asleep as the Bailey House. 

Major Egan soon found himself under arrest on a false charge of 
being a spy, at the instigation of local officers who feared they is turn 
would be arrested for negligence in the placing of proper guards around 
the town. During the balance of the night he was confined in a Sibley 
tent near the Second Street bridge. The next morning he was tried 
before a drumhead, court-martialed and sentenced to be shot. The matter 
being brought to the attention of Captain A. Smith, Assistant Quarter- 
master, and assisted by Dr. Thomas B, Camden and a brother, Thomas 
Egan, owner of the Union House in Weston, authorities at Clarksburg 
were notified, Captain Leib hastened te “the resene” and the sentence 
was commuted, As a resalt, Major Egan was promoted to the superin- 
tendency of the time, Under hia direction served Angus M. Reger, an. 
itinerant preacher from Clarksburg, and J. L. Carruthers, and Hnglish- 
man, served for a time at the Jane Lew post. Peter DTryson and J. LL 
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Merryman, who served from Westen to Summersville, were both 
captured. 

The line waa divided inte sixteen stations, of which the following were 
in the proximity of Westen, the number following being the distance in 
miles from Clarksburg: Bassells, 7; Jane Lew, 15; Weston, 22.5; Crows 
{Conrad’s), 30; Jacksonville, 38; and Bulltown, 46. 

Crewls Station about September was transferred to the home of 
George Conrad, Sr., postmaster at Bush's Mills. Portions af this home 
place, built in 1845, still stand a short distance below present Roanoke. 
The farmers along this line at best were in moderate circumstances, 
and for seven months bore the upkeep of this line, receiving therefore 
only two months’ pay. An allowance of 123% cents per meal wag made, 
with other similar amounts for other services. An unpaid voucher 
éxamined by the writer marked “The United States to George Conrad, 
Sr.,” and endorsed by Charles Lieb, Q. M. U. S. A., covers items from 
September 10 to October 28, 18641, Items mentioned are “hoarding 
courier 4 weeks, $8.00," along with “forage for five express horses, Thc” 
amounting in all to 332.00 for the period. 

The installation of a telegraph line and the changing fortumea of the 
froopa soon ended the usefulness of this line. “Michael Egan!” wrote 
Captain Lieb, “was the only superintendent of the express line who was 
really efficient. He was the first courier sent forward and in the dis- 
charge of duty stepped at nothing. He is an Irishman by birth and in 
his younger days was in the British service, and finding him competent 
and meritorious, we promoted him.” 

The ctherwise quiet rural community had meanwhile entered upon a 
period of residence under strict military discipline which continued to 
some degree until late in the war. An outer and inner guard Hne 
around Westen was esteblished. The inner line comprised stations at 
“Cool Spring Valley” on East Third Street; the “narrows” at the head 
of Main Street; Stone Coal Bridge at lower Main Street, sometimes at 
the mouth of Polk Creek and in the narrows below the present B. & O, 
yards; and the last station in the “narrows” on West Second Streat road. 
Many citizens at the time kept a cow, which they pastured an the Max- 
well lands and other nearby flelds. The small boy upon whom fell the 
task of driving them in or back to pasture was compelled to appear at 
the stere of Wiliam L. Dunningtow, be properly vouched for, and 
recelye a pass before allowed to take up his duty, 

The outer guard line was established near the present Riverside 
Steck Farm on the Clarksburg road, and then ran in a rambling circle, 
by the old covered bridges on Polk Creek, Bendale or Barnes Mill, and 
at Maxwells on Stone Coal. At times picketa were stationed at the 
mouth ef Murphys Creek also. The bridges controlled the main roade 
into Weston, especially when the streams were swollen by excessive 
rains as in 1861, and the heavily wooded areas added to the trowbles of 
eavalry which attempted to move off the road. The old bridge structures 
are all still standing and bear the marks of war on such portions as have 
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not been replaced by new materials. The beams show many a bayonet 
mark and the imprint of the teeth of tethered horses. 

The pickets at the Bendale Bridga at odd hours, with lumber given 
by Dr. N. B. Barnes, owner of the mill at this point, erected at the 
northeast corner a sentry box. Their monotony was likewise often 
relieved by “hot biscuits” and other variations in the usual army rations 
provided by Mrs. Barnes. The bridge at Maxwells on Stone Coal, early 
became “haunted,” according’ to “regimental grape vine” records. On 
one of the overhead beams on the upstream side could for years, and to 
some extent yet, be made out what appeared to be the imprint of bleody 
human hands. A story concerning the origin, half of trath and half of 
legend, went the rounds of the Ohio troops and seeped back through 
others. This bridge, and indeed all of them, bore for years the names 
of many men with their regimental number carved thereon. Indeed it 
seems to have been a habit of the soldiers toe cut their names on every 
available place. Down to the time of the writer an old board fence that 
stood along Main Street below Fourth Street was a veritable catalog of 
names and company designations. 

During November and December, Weston was oceupied by several 
companies of the First Virginia Cavalry, under direct charge of Captain 
J. 3. Shuman, In order that the reader may know something of the 
“red tape” of that time, there follows a copy of a pass used on the 
Bush's Mills (Roanoke) road, issued to a later member of Company B, 
Fifteenth Infantry: 


“Headquarters Co. J, let Rag. Va. Cavalry, 
“Weston, Va., Dee. 6, 1861. 
“The hearer of this certificate, George W, Conrad, having heen 
duly sworn, & loyal citizen, is permitted to pass Picket Guard on 
every lane and road. 
“By order J, 8. SHUMAN, Com. Post.” 
“The undersigned accepts this pasa on his sacred oath thet he 
is loyal to the Government of the United States and the Restored 
Government of Virginia, and if he id hereafter found in arms 
against the Government of the United Statea or aiding or abetting 
its enemies, the penalty will be death. 
“GEORGE W. CONRAD.” 


The very closing days of the year were marked by the activities 
following the raid inte the upper West Fork and Elk River regione by 
Captain John &. Sprigg with about 135 men, largely embraced in Com- 


pany B, Nineteenth Virginia Cavalry. The town of Sutton was gar- 


risoned by Company ©, First (W.) Virginia Cavalry, with Captain 
Weston Rowand as post commander. While part of this command was 
absent on Wednesday, December 29th, Captain Sprigg and his Con- 
federate forces surrounded some sixty Federals under Liewtenant Ander- 
son Dawson, who effected an escape and retreated to Weston. A large 
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number of the buildings im the town were then burned, the fire allegedly 
being started by the notorious Tuning command, whe mada war on both 
sides, The Camden Hotel and the Camden store, both belonging to John 
S. Camden, Sr, colonel of the late Qne Hundred and Thirty-third Vir- 
ginia Militia, were burned, this in spite of the fact that the owner bad 
three sons in the Confederate service. 

The belief that this was the forerunner of a large army created 
great excitement in all this region, but Sutten was soon revccupied by 
troops sent forward from Weston. The situation brought abowt the re- 
moval of all public records of Braxton County to Weston, in the direct 
hands of William Gibson, who guided a team of oxen. Army wagons were 
furnished others, and several families removed to Weston. Among them 
were Colonel Camden and his wife, but the exposure in the winter snows 
caused their demise at Weston shortly thereafter. The records continued 
in the hands of Lewis County officials until after February 4, 1863. Om 
that date the county court of Braxton entered the following order: 
“Ordered that Asa Squires be appointed a commissioner to see to the 
condition of the papers belonging to the clerk’s office of this court, which 
by military authority having been removed to Weston, Lewis County, 
Virginia, and that he as clerk of this court and by virtue of this appoimt- 
ment is authorized to take in care all papers and hooks belonging to 
said office and to do all things necessary for their preservation.” 








CHAPTER SIX 
MILITARY OPERATIONS (Continued). 


1862. 


The period from January lst until August was unmarked by any 
movements of troops of local interest. All eyes were turned to the 
operations in the Shenandoah Valley, where Thomas J. (Stonewall) 
Jackson, a local young man, was winning fame in his noted Valley Cam- 
paign and other operations in eastern Virginia. 

The post at Weston was, however, constantly occupied by troops either 
stationed in small detachments or passing through, Captain W, 1D. 
Roliyson was post commander for part of the time. On February 19th 
Company D, of the Tenth (W.) Virginia Volunteer Infantry, occupied 
the town. Fort Pickens, located at present Duffy, which a war corre- 
spondent, described as consisting of “two apartments, one built of rough 
logs, and the other of thick boards,” was occupied during March and 
April by Companies B, C and D, of the Tenth Regiment, part of the time 
under direct charge of Colonel (General) Thomas M. Harris. 

On February 19th the Seventy-third Ohie arrived at Clarksburg and 
underwent a terrible month of disease in a camp amid sleet and snow, 
The regiment was moved to Weston on March 20th and 21st, where the 
health of the men was measurably restored. After « two-weeks’ rest it 
moved by the Buckhannon read te join General Milrey’s command at 
Cheat Mountsin. A train) of 40 wagons followed, the men not being 
aceustamed to moving without baggage and this brought many a jest 
trom older soldiers. On May 10th Brigadier General Kelley inspected the 
‘Weston post. 

On July 4th a “grand ball” was held at the Bland Hotel im honor of 
the soldiers stationed at the local post, many of whom were to soon 
move to other points. Indeed it was ¢ month of social affairs, The late 
Majer C. &, Anderson im a letter on the 18th recorded that he “was at 
the Bland Hotel last night for about twe hours at. the dance” and that 
“Mr. Corbett is getting up another dance for Thursday evening.” The 
departure of Mr. Er Ralston, Mrs, Minter Bailey and Mrs. Irving Bailey 
for Glen Springs is mentioned, and referring to local military affairs he 
relates that “Lieutenant Hayes teld me this evening that be expected 
his company would leave here the last of the week and Captain (J. MH.) 
Showalter’s company would come in their place.” This change soon took 
place, Captain Showalter being advanced to the rank of major om July 
22nd. Under him served some four companies of the Sixth Virginia 
Infantry with a medical detachment under Dr. Erasmus D, Safford. 

The month of August brought forth the first invasion by Confederate 
troops. On August 22nd Brigadier General Albert G. Jenkins, @ native 
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of Cabell County, with 550 men left Salt Sulphur Springs, Monroe 
County, passed through into Upshur and Lewis, continuing inte the edge 
of Obio, marching 590 miles, capturing 800 prisoners and destroying 
much Government property. General Jenkins was net unknown in 
Lewis, haying previously been the “Zyow-Nothing” candidate dor Con- 
gress, at which time he delivered a stirring address at Weston. 

News of the skirmish at Beverly preceded the expedition to Weston. 
By some means, which seamed to be existant through the war, thee 
Exchange Bank officials were advised in time to remove the valuables to 
a safe point. Major Joha H. Showalter, pest commander, retreated 
to Clarksburg, leaving encarmpd on the site of present “Kitsonville” 
Companies A and G of the Sixth West Virginia Infantry, Captain BH. 
8, Wiant, in charge of the commissary and quartermaster’s buildings 
and stores on West Second Street, removed such property to Clarksburg 
as rapidly as the time permitted. By Saturday, August 30th, the 
Weston post was practically deserted except by the rear guard of 
Companies A and G, under Captains John Fisher and W. H. Mattingly. 
The last named, who won some “fame” in the battle of Balitown, wanted 
to stay and fight it out. The delay almeat resulted in their capture, but 
the retreat lest a chance for an encounter at Weston, which no doubt 
would have resulted disastrously to Jenkins’ command, the numbers of 
which were greatly overrated. 

Early Sunday morning Jenkins’ command entered town, firing pro- 
miscuously, as the place was enshrouded in @ dense fog, It is related 
the first man to enter was one John Galvin, who had gained much local 
notoriety on account of a fight with « man by the name of Jehn Lyttle, 
which occurred just before the opaning of the war. 

The citizens made no attempt at resistance, although a few men 
armed with rifles collected in the read below the present passenger ata~ 
tion under the command of Judge Rebert Irvine, but as soon as Jenkins’ 
yen reached the Bailey House corner the local men dispersed. At 
Second Street and in front of the Bailey House, an, officer lined wp the 
few citizens in sight and placed them under guard. Among them was 
William Moore, whose mother a few days before had enshrouded herself 
jn an Ameri¢an flag and paraded the main streets. After @ short time 
most of the crowd under guard took the oath not to take up arma against 
the Southern Confederacy and were released. 

In the meantime a portion of the command had erosaed the river and 
just beyond the hospital grounda they discovered a lone Federal, Joseph 
Treadway, of Company G, who refused te obey the order to halt, and waa 
shot In the leg, A negro slave belonging to Williams ©. Arnold, called 
“Slack Wash,” carried the wounded man to the Biand Hause, where 
Dr. T. B. Camden amputated his limb. 

General Jenkins did not arrive until near noon. In tha meantime the 
eompanies in advance had raided the Government buildings, Anderson 
and Vandervort’s store, Chalfant’s Drug Store and a local saddle shap. 
Jenkins at onee ordered this work to cease, no doubt feeling that such 
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conduct would create a feeling against the Confederacy. At noon the 
eitizens heard the bell ringing in the “old” court house and ta the 
crowd which soon assembled General Jenkins delivered a long address, 
in the course of which he set forth thet his expedition did not come to 
harm citizens or property, but to “kill Yankee bluejackets.” He further 
related the need of horses, that they would be compelled to take them 
where found but that the people would be paid. The result fh all was 
that he secured about seventy-five horses, but, of course, the owners 
derived nothing from the Confederate currency. 

The Bland House and Bailey House were searched by detachments in 
an effort to apprehend a Lieutenant Lawson, a Federal seout of some 
prominence, supposed to be in hiding. In the meantime he had with 
some assistance escaped to the hill below Stone Coal Creek. 

Late Sunday evening the command left by the Glenville road, With 
it went Cornelius S. Horley and Joseph McGee, local business men, and 
Lientenant H. L, Hoy, of Company G. Hoy was captured a few days 
later at Gallipolis, Ohio, by Captain Bage’s celebrated “Snake Hunters” 
and taken to Wheeling, where he denied any intentions of deserting and 
produced a parole, As a detachment left Weston a peculiar coincidence 
occurred, A trooper riding through the old covered bridge at Secand 
Street accidentally discharged a carbine, wounding a Confederate named 
Oook, from Nicholas County, shattering his leg just ahove the ankle, 

Cook was removed to the Bland House and in the same room with 
Treadway, the wounded Federal, Dr. T. B. Camden amputated the 
wounded limb, As convalescence took place, the two men became fast 
friends, until the Confederate left with Imbeden for Dixie and the 
Federal for his home near Parkersburg. 

The shooting of Cook and Treadway seem somewhat at variance with 
the statements that follow in the official report, but are based on press 
reports and believed correct. Dr, Camden, acting Post Surgeon, writing 
about this raid, says: 


“As we were lined up along the Bailey House, 1 heard firing 
across the river near the Boggess lot (Hospital). I seen learned 
that 2 Federal soldier had been shot and needed my assistance, 
He was on picket duty and not notified when his company had 
retreated. The Confederates, surprising him had fired, crushing 
the bone in the left leg just above the ankle. 1 securad 2 large 
negro, “Black Wash,” belonging to Hon. W, B, Arnold, and had 
the soidier carried across the river to the Bland Hotel, where I, 
with the aid of Wash, amputated the leg just below the knee. Tha 
man was of phlegmatic temperament, bore the operation wall, 
called for his pipe, and made a good recovery. 

“As Jenkins and his fored were leaving, one of his soldiers was 
aceldentally shot in the leg, just above the ankie. I was again 
called into service, had him removed to the Bland Hotel, and in 
the same room, again with the aid of Wash, 1 amputated his leg 
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just below the knee. The Confederate was young and of 2 nerw 
ous temperament. He was delirious for a few days, bat made a 
good recovery, and the Northern and Southern enemies became 
good friends.” 


General Jenkins in his official report of the expedition says: 


“dors, Cavalry Brigade, 
“Camp on Kanawha, Va., 
“September 19, 1862. 

“Colonel: 

“This command, consisting at that time of seven companies of 
the Bighth Virginia Cavalry, under Colonel (J, M.) Corms, and 
five other mounted companies under Captain (W. BR.) Preston, 
left the Salt Sulphur Springs, im Monroe County, on the 22nd 
ultimo, for an expedition into the northwestern part of the State, 
and thence to fall in rear of the enemy, who held the mouth of 
Gauley and Fayetteville, by striking the Kanawha Valley, Learn- 
ing on the first day's march of « condition of things which made 
it desirable fo send a smali force by the opposite route to come 
in on the south side of the Kanawha River, I sent Captain (W. EB.) 
Eerndon with his corapany for that purpose. I also was com- 
pelled to leave Captain (@. FE.) Bouldin and his company for want: 
ef proper ammunition for his arms. My whole foree amotimted at 
this time te something over 500 men. Im the course of the next 
few days, we passed by ¢asy marches through the Great Sewell 
settlement of Greenbrier County, the Little Sewell settlement of 
Pocahontas County, thence by the Big Spring, and over the Valley 
Mountain down the headwaters of Tygart’s Valley River. I was 
at this time under the impression that the enemy had but 450 men 
at Beverly, and intended to attack hima at that polmt, bet hearing 
a rumor on the evening before the day I expected to make the 
attack, that General Kelley had reached there with 1,500 men, I 
determined, tf possible, to ascertain its correctness, For this 
purpose we used every effort to capture some of the enemy's 
seouts as we approached Huttonsville, and when within five or 
six miles of the latter place, we succeeded in doing so, I regret 
to say that in the capture ef these scouts Mr, Charles Tompkins, 
ecting as aide, received a wound in the arm. Be is, however, 
rapidly racovering from its effect. Of the enery’s scomting party 
of aix, we captured two and killed one, the latter being ane of the 
two brothers named Gibson, and noterious through all the section. 
for the perseeution of their loyal neighbors, guiding the Yankees 
through the country and inciting them to deads ef violence. We 
endeavored to take him alive, but he refused to surrender and 
resisted te the last. From the two prisoners (whom JI examined 
apart) I learned that General Eelley was certainly at. Beverly, 
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and had some 1,500 men. Another prisoner whom we took during 
the day confirmed their statements, and other evidence also 
reached me which placed the matter beyond doubt. 

* ied ca 


“At 8 o'clock (August 30th) we approached Buckhannon. So 
rapidiy had we traveled that the news of our coming had hardly 
preceded us an hour. | could chserve no signe of the enemy, but 
knowing he had troops at that point, I suspected they were placed 
im ambuseade, an opinion which was soom confirmed. My own 
dispasition of troops was scon made. Dismounting all but two 
companies, 1 placed four companies of the dismounted men under 
Captain (G. W.) Spotts, with orders to proceed through a skirt 
of woods on our left, where I suapected an ambusesde, and after 
driving him from that position to flank the town on the left. I 
ordered two other eompanies of dismounted men to deploy through 
a corn field on our right, while 1 moved on with the other dis- 
mounted men, under Colonel Corns, along the main turnpike 
leading to town, leaving Captain Preston in command of the two 
mounted companies to await further orders. The forces on my 
left soon felt the enemy and drove him in confusion before them. 
Qur main body received a fire from the enemy, who was partially 
screened by some haystacks and fences. This fire was returned 
so briskly thet the enemy was soon routed. He made no further 
stend, but fled in every direction, As soon as the obstruction 
could be removed, which had been placed in the road, I ordered 
Captain Preston to charge, which he did, capturing several fagi- 
tives beyond town. I regret to have to state that im the brief 
engagement, Lientenant Colonel (A. F.) Cook, of the Eighth 
Virginia Cavalry, was seriously though not mortally wounded, the 
hal] passing through the inside of the thigh, but mot touching the 
bone. We lest none killed and only three othera wounded. The 
enemy's loss was twelve or fifteen killed and wounded and about 
twenty prisoners, including Captain Marsh, the commending 
officer, I could not ascertain precisely his whole force engaged, 
but it was stated by Captain Marsh to have been 200. The citizens 
of the place, however, estimated at a much higher figure. 

“On taking possession of the town, I found an immense supply 
of commissary and other stores, besides 6,000 stands of arms, and 
vast supplies of ordnance stores, clothing, etc, Many of my com- 
mand were poorly armed, and all were at once supplied with 
Enfield and Harper's Ferry rifies, except a single company, which 
I permitted to keep its shot gums for the purpose of heading 2 
charge. We then commenced the work of destruction, at which 
the whole command labored assiduously until midnight, when, 
having destroyed everything of value, we teok up our line of 
march for Weston, the county seat. of Lewis County, I fargot to 
say that before leaving we disabled a beautiful brass 6-pounder, 
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which we had captured snd could not conveniently take with us. 

“We reached Weston at daylight the next morning (August 
3ist) and surrennded the place, but a dense fog euddenly arising, 
the enemy, of whom there were six companies, mostly escaped. 
We captured about a dozen prisoners and remained there during 
the day nesting the men and horses. 

“In the evening, after destroying all United States property, 
telegraph office, ete., we took wp our ne of march for Glenville, 
in Gilmer County. We encamped about midnight, and resumed 
our march early next morning, There the enemy, consisting of 
two companies, fled after a single fire. Resting for the remainder 
of the day at Glenville, we started at sunset for Spencer, the 
county seat of Roane, After encamping and reating for a few 
hours after midnight we again resumed our march, and about 
4p.m. (September 2nd) reached Spencer, surprising and eaptur- 
ing Colonel Rathhone and his entire command, consisting of five 
companies of infantry (Eleventh West Virginia}. Hera also, we 
got sume fine arma, which we were compelled to destroy. 

"We remained at this point until next morning, when, having 
paroled all of our prisoners, as we had pravionsly done, we moved 
an to Ripley, in Jackson County, a point 12 miles from the Ohio 
River. We reached Ripley that evening, but found no enenty save 
a solitary paymaster, whom we relieved of United States funds to 
the amount of $5,525. 

“A, G. TENEING, 
“Brigadier General of Cavalry. 
“H. H. FITZRUGH, 
“Lieutenant Colonel, Asst. Adjutant. General.” 


Seon after the Jenkins raid the community was filled with rumors 
of another impending expedition. The officials of the Exchange Bank 
decided to send most of its specie and papers to a eafer point. Accord- 
ingly, on September 27th, Cashier BR. J. McCandlish, assisted by B. M. 
Teunstill, Albert A. Lewis and Esias Fetty, removed $28,442 to the Mer- 
chants and Mechanics Bank at Wheeling, where it remained until Novem- 
her 19th, when it was brought back to Weston. Other valuables were 
deposited with Clarksburg officials, 

An invasion of any importance failed te develop, On or about October 
ist, Captain William Tavenner, a former resident of Weston, with a 
company probably from the Eighteenth Virginia and accompanied by a 
eompany of South Caroling troops under Captain Gunstall entered the 
eounty from the upper waters of the Little Kanawha. Leaving Lewis- 
burg, they passed by present Ireland late im the evening. Dwring the 
night they moved down the West. Fork Valley as far as the pickets at 
the Bendale bridge, whe withdrew to the “narrows” just above Weston. 
Several companies of Federals in camp at Westen tock it to be the 
advanee guard of 4 large expedition and made arrangements to with- 
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draw to Clarksburg. A regiment at Bulltown offered no resistance, 
probably being without information, as the telegraph lines had been ent. 

Tavenner in order to protect his retreat stationed guards in all side 
roads, Rev. James Boussee, and his son Jesse, were captured as they 
attempted te get word to the commander at Bulltown. Arriving in 
Richmond some two months later as prisoners of war, they were released 
through the efforts of Jonathan M. Bennett. The sole object of this 
command seemed to be the securing of choice “Collins Settlement” 
horses. N. F. Reger, of Ireland, recalls hearing Captain Tavenner 
warn his men “not to enter people’s homes or molest any other 
property.” 

According to the official report of Brigadier General B. F. Kelley, in 
command of the “Railroad Division” of the District of Western Virginia, 
Major John H. Showalter was in command at Weston on October Sist. 
Under him was stationed two companies of the Sixth West Virginia, 
and Company K, of the First West Virginia Cavalry. 

During the later part of October a part of General Crook’s division 
moved through by Clarksburg and Weston to Gauley Bridge. The first 
regiment to arrive was the Twenty-third Ohio, which had passed through 
in 1861. By this time Hayes had been advanced to the rank of colonel 
and McKinley to that of sergeant. The regiment left Clarksburg on the 
16th and arrived at Gauley Bridge on November 10th. The Twelfth Ohio 
followed, leaving Clarksburg on the 25th, arriving at Gauley Bridge on 
November 14th. The Confederates had in the meantime retired from 
the Kanawha Valley, frustrating this move and winter quarters were 
established. 





CHAPTER SEVEN 
MILITARY OPERATIONS (Continued) 


1863 


The year 1868 brought forth the most important event of the antire 
war period, the notable “Imboden and Jones” raid. As early as March 
rumors were on every hand that an invasion was contemplated by tha 
Confederate authorities, Alarm seized the officials of the Exchange 
Bank and $15,000.00 was fpvested in Government bonda and deposited 
with the Metropolitan Bank of New York for safe keeping. The officials 
of this institution appear to have had further information later, as all 
valuables were removed to Wheeling before fmboden’s command arrivad, 
The fact that the president, Richard P. Camden, had several nephews in 
this expedition, or that Jonathan M, Bennett was financially interested 
in the bank may have had some bearing upon this subject. 


General Wiliiam EB. Jones left Harrisonburg, Va., in April, 1868, with 
four regiments of cavalry and moved by Moerefield, Rowlesburg and 
Morgantown to Fairmont, where they destroyed the Monongahela River 
Bridge. From there they proceeded to Shinnaton, and just above that 
peint, at Lamberts Run, were attacked by a small hody of troops ffm 
Clarksburg, which so confused the general that he turned east by 
Bridgeport and advanced inte Lewis County. In the meantime, General 
John D. Imboden, with a body of cavalry, swept through Randolph and 
Upshur to Lewis County. This invasion so alarmed General Roberts, 
who was in charge at Clarksburg, Buckhannon, Weston and Sutton, 
that he withdrew the troops stationed at these points, destroving army 
stores, and in this manner left Westow and the other towns defenseless, 
but collected about 6,000 men by the 26th at Clarksburg: but had only 
one company of cavairy for scouting purposes. 


General Roberts declared himself unable to cope with the situation 
as he eaw it, but the War Department was clearly dissatisfied with his 
activities. On April 24th H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, wired him at 
Buckhannon: 


“Collect your forces, defend the railroad, and drive the enemy 
back. You are strong enongh to do it if you try. De not call for 
re-enforcement. from here. You have no need of them, and wa 
have none te give you if you had. I do not understand how the 
roads there are impassable to you, when, by your own account, 
they are passable enough te the enemy. LW vou can not drive the 
enemy out, we will send someone who can.” 
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Roberts on the 25th preceeding with his plans to retire to Clarksburg, 
ordered Captain Lot Bowen, with Company E, Third Virginia Cavalry, in 
from Sutton. Bowen passed through Westen on the 28th, reporting all 
Union men gone and no one left but women and children. Later this 
eompany participated in a skirmish with Captain Sprigge at Jane Lew. 
General Roberts with his staff left Buckhannon at noon of the 27th and 
the day before a constant stream of supply trains, infantry and cavalry 
passed through Weston. As the rear guard of cavalry passed through 
the old covered bridge at the mouth of Stone Coal Creek, a Confederate 
scout appeared upon the hill at the foot of Main Street and opened fire. 
This hastened the retreat somewhat, a general feeling being existent 
that a very large body of troops was entering the region which the 
Federals could not hope te repulse. 


Major General Robert 8S. Schenck, on April 28th, ordered Brigvadier 
General J. A. J. Lightburn, of Weston, te take command of all United 
States troops and militia near Wheeling, with ordera to take such steps 
as needed and wired General Roberts to at once get into communication 
with him, Colonel N. Wilkinson on the 28th reported “my small force 
can do nothing in defending all these positions.” Roberts then wired 
Brigadier General Cox at Cincinnati asking if he could not send 5,000 
troops to Parkersburg, without delay, and at 1:10 p. m. April 29th, wired 
Major General Burnside at Baltimore, “Arrived myself (at Clarksburg} 
last night. Men and horses ali exhausted by three days and, nights’ 
forced march. Can do nothing with them for twenty-four hours or 
more.” 


Imboden's men oceupied Weston, Jane Lew and Roeekford, and here 
effected a junction with Jones, who from this section sent back Colonel 
Harman and his regiment with about 300 head of cattle and 1,200 horses. 
On May Ist Lieutenant Colonel F. W. Thompson, with the Third West 
Virginia Infantry, advanced from Clarksburg to Lost Creek, where some 
of Imboden’s men had collected, but when they appeared the Confederates, 
fled, their speed augmented by the screeching shells from a couple af 
guns in Bassel’s meadow, some toward Jane Lew and others toward 
Rockford. Qn the 4th following, Colonel Thompson withdrew to Clarks- 
burg. In the meantime Jones and the balance of his command advanced 
by way of Weston and West Union, to Burning Springs, then the center 
of the oil industry, where on the Gth of May they set on fire 100,000 
barrels of oil. 

The first command to enter Weston was the Highteenth Virginia, onder 
Coelenel George Imboden, a brother of the commander-in-chief of the 
expedition. He reached Weston ahout Saturday, May 2nd, and the 
main command of the Imboden wing arrived Menday morning, May ard. 
Headquarters were located on the hospital grounds and camps were 
established along the Glenville road, and in present Weston, Pickets 
were at once placed om all the voads leading into town and sentinels 
stationed at all the stores. A proclamation was issued to the effect that 
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emacs 


all goods taken were to be bought and paid for at regular prices. This 
was a different procedure from the way horses and cattle were procured 
quite often from the farmers on the way into this section, and in the 
Jacksonville region on the way out, but as the pay was in Confederate 
money of little value, even at that time, merchants suffered great losses, 
However, the occupation of the town was marked by very Httle disturb- 
ance of any character, and no property destroyed, except the Govermment 
commissary in West Second Street. 

Clarksburg had been miade a base for many military sopplics and 
smaller commissaries were opened at Westen, Huckhannon and Bull- 
town. Along the Parkersburg Pike, between the present depots, was 
erected a two-story frame building used as a storage room. In the up- 
stairs was located the military telegraph station, at first in charge of 
Charles Johns, but at this time in charge of John Rau and George Ross. 
When the news that Imboden was cuming reached them, and the 
Federals retreated to Clarksburg, Rau and Ross cot the wires and 
buried, the instraments on the mound near the present B, & ©. station. 
They then tock refuge with some friends at Butchers Settlament, in their 
haste leaving a splendid white horse belonging to one of them, One 
can imagine their discomfiture wpon returning in a few days to arrive 
just in time to see a trooper riding away with it. Reu afterwards 
became a division superintendent of the Western Union and Ross was 
the founder of the family of that name in the county. 

Upon the arrival of the balance of the command, General Imboden 
ordered Captain John Sprigg to Jane Lew with two companies, Others 
were sent to Rockford and Lost Creek, where they were mot as noted 
elsewhere, and Jones was ordered to return to Westen ta join the main 
body. Sprigg started fram Jane Lew, but was met by three companies 
of Pederai (Germans) Infantry in the woods on the way to Fishers Bill, 
who from hidden points fired upen them. Nene of Sprigg’s men were 
killed, but several received minor wounds, and they fled te Weston. 
Galloping up Main Street with blood flowing from wounded horses, for 
s time pandemonium reigned. The Confederatas in camp, hastily 
formed, and it is said the spectacle of men running, two batteries with 
horses galloping dawn the road along the river, and the soldiers on 
Main Street going double quick to meet the supposed enemy at the Smith 
Farm below town, was the most exciting ocewrrence duringi the war, 
Parents had a strenuous time keeping their children from following to 
see the anticipated scrap, and with the dram and fife corps leading the 
infantry, as one later distinguished man of the State, then a boy, aptly 
put it, “Whe in the eouldn’e Gght?” 

Strange io say, the Federals did sot follow Sprige and ne one met 
them. Imbedon, balieving i¢ te be the advance guard from Clarkaburg, 
broke camp and marched cut of the county by Roanoke; Jeckaonville 
and Bulltown, securing im that section of the evunty much live stock. 
The roads were in a horrible condition and he barely made five miles 
a day, leaving Weston with twelve horses pulling each eamnon, diseard- 
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ing all extra equipment. A great many desertions took place, especially 
among men who had relatives living in the community. 

The post office at this time was conducted by George W. Strickler, a 
silversmith, in the two-story brick dwelling adjoining the office of the 
Weston Independent on Main Avenue. Mr. Strickler (1834-1878) was « 
native of Fayette County, Pennsylvania. On Febroary 22, 1854, he 
married Louisa A. Simpson (1834 ), daughter of Allen Simpson, a 
pioneer merchant of Weston, who still resides in the old home place, and 
to whose lot, fell one of the most exciting of the local incidents tn con- 
nection with the “Imboden Raid.” When the soldiers retreated to 
Clarksburg they left behind them the post flag. which floated in the 
breeze from a tail pole in front of the Strickler home or post office, 
Following the soldiers went many of the civilian population, especially 
men whose sympathies were known to be with the Northern cause. George 
Strickler, Major Minter Bailey, Allen Simpson and Elias Fisher held 
a hasty consultation, and “Old Ad,” a trusted negro slave hastily brought 
forth the Bailey family buggy and loaded to the “guard rail” they all 
disappeared out the Polk Creek road. Several of the men were very 
heavy and their experiences furnished the subject of much mirthful 
jeating im later years. In the meantime Mrs. Strickler hauled down the 
fiag and hid it in the house, which action soon became known te some 
of Imbeden's command, who at once demanded that it be surrends-ed. 
This was refused and its presence in the premises denied, but not to be 
outdone, cavalrymen at once entered and started to search the house. 
Mrs. Strickler appealed te Mr. Er Ralston, who happened te be passing, 
who finally located General Imboden at the Bland House, and he at 
once sent four guards who were stationed in front and back of the 
Strickler home to see that no further violence was attempted. The 
fiag, which was a very large one, had been concealed imside a decorative 
cornice of a clothes closet covered with a shawl, and after the command 
of Imboden left the vicinity it was removed to the court house for safe 
keeping, where it was destroyed by fire in 1886. In this building wax 
also located the first Western Union office in Weston, and the pust office 
from April 2, 1861, until October 8, 1866, when Strickler waa succeeded 
by Abraham Williams. 

Naturally with the movements of an expedition of this size there waa 
more or less loss to local residents. Yet it is fair to state that it waa 
net always with the sanction of the commanding officers, In leaving 
the county through Collins Settiement or “Little Dixie,” as called by 
some, numerous depredations were committed by stragglers. The homes 
of John Arnold at Jacksonviile, and of Captain John Cook, # compara- 
tively pew arrival from Highland County, were even deprived of stores 
of household utensils, often of fine china, and of no use to an army. 
The covered bridge at Jacksonville was partly demolished. Entering 
the village designated as “Bennetts Mills” post office, but locally called 
Walkersville almost. every home was divested ef everything movable, 
regardless of allegience, The hab shop of Abram Blagg was raided, all 
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stores taken and even the “blocks” for hats. The building was! then 
set. on fire. Live stock, as noted, had already heen driven out of the 
community. General Roberts in the meantime had taken no steps to try 
to head off the expedition, and on May Zist filed his own version of 
his activities, as set forth in the reports that follow: 


Report of Brigadier General Benjamin 5, Roberts, U. S. Army, of 


operations April 24-May 4: 


“HEADQUARTERS INDEPENDENT DIVISION, MIDDLE 
‘DEPARTMENT. 
“Weston, Va., May 21, 1863. 
“Colonel: 

“T have the honor to report, for the information of the com- 
manding general ef the Middle Department, that on Friday, 
April 24, the Confederate forces of Generals Imboden and Jack- 
sun attacked the post ab Beverly with about 4,000 troops, consti- 
tuted mainly of infantry, perhaps 500 cavalry, and about 600 
mounted infantry, and a battery of seven pieces. 

“The parts of my brigade garrisoned at Beverly made an effee- 
tive force of less than 900 men, 150 of cavalry, one section of 
artillery (two 10-pounder Parrott. guns) and parts of the Second 
and Highth (West) Virginia Volunteer Infantry about 700 stroma, 

“My first intimation of the attack waa by telegram from Colonel 
Latham, received at 2 p. m that the enemy im Jarge force had 
driven in his pickets and was advancing on the post. in two diree- 
tions. He asked for orders and I replied by telegram to held 
his position, if possible; if not, to keep his communication with 
me open, end to fall back, if overpowered. He scon replied that 
the enemy had already got on to the Buckhannon road with artil- 
lery, cavalry and infantry, and cut off that connection, but that he 
could fall back on Philippi. I replied: ; 

“% overpowered, destroy your stores and fall back on 
Philippi? 

“The superior forces of the enemy soon compelled Colonel 
Latham to fall back on the Philippi road. We destroyed such 
stores as he could not bring off in the regimental train at the 
post, and very handsomely repulsed repeated atterspts of large 
forces of the enemy’s cavalry in his rear, 

“Colonel Latham's report herewith enclosed, gives casialties. 

“This command reached Buckhannon on the 26th. Om learning 
Imboden’s and Jackson's real strength, I ordered the forces at 
Birch, Sutton and Bulitown to send all wagons and supplies that 
sould be removed, by the direction of Weston, to Clarksburg and 
the troops by forced marches, with three days’ cooked rations, to 
join me. 

“On Monday morning (April 27) ali these deteched forces had 
reached Buckhannon, making in all arms an effective strength of 
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2,800 men constituted as follows: Captain Ewing’s infantry com- 
pany, acting as artillery, four pieces; Captains Smith's, Bowen's 
and Hagan's, and Lieutenant Jaehne’s skeleton companies of 
cavalry 200 strong; the Second, Third and Eighth (West) Vir- 
ginia Volunteer Infantry, and the Twenty-eighth Ohio Volunteers, 
making 2,500 bayonets. 

“On Saturday I telegraphed Colonel Mulligan, at Grafton, Va., 
to push his forces to Philippi and hold that place, where I knew 
Colonel Latham was falling back. 

“On Sunday, Colonel Mulligan held the enemy in check there 
all day, but learning that General (W. E.) Jones’ cavalry was 
threatening Grafton, he fell back te Grafton in the night and 
reached that point in time to repuise the enemy, whose advance 
was, in fact, already at the place. On Sunday night I sent instruc- 
tions to Colone? Mulligan, by three mounted couriers, that T 
should move on Beverly, by the Buckhannom road, to attack the 
enemy in that direction, while he would make a diversion by the 
Philippi road, but two of the couriers were captured by the enemy 
and the one bearing my dispatches barely escaped by the speed 
of his horse. I then knew that Colonel Mulligan had been driven 
from Philippi, or had withdrawn and that Grafton, Webster and 
Clarksburg were exposed, and my communications and supplies 
would be cut off unless by rapid marching I could reach Clarks- 
burg by Jane Lew read before the enemy could attack the place 
from the direction of Philippi end Bridgeport. 

“While hastening to effect this march, on Monday, I received 
from Colonel Wilkinson, commanding et Clarksburg, a telegram 
that Grafton and Webster were captured, and that he was pre- 
paring to evacuate Clarksburg in two houra; that he expected to 
be attacked by Jones’ forces in that time. [ replied to the colonel 
that I would reach him the next day at noon; to hold on, if pas- 
sible, but if compelled to retreat, to run the railroad stock and 
supplies to Parkersburg, destroy such as could not be secured and 
te fall back to Parkersburg or Weston. 

“These telegrams Ieft in my mind no doubt that Grafton, 
Webster and Clarksburg were all in the hands of the enemy when 
I moved my forces from Buckhannon at 4 p. m, on Monday. My 
last telegram to Colonel Wilkinson directed him, im case he de- 
strayed the stores at Clarksburg, to save those at Weston, aa they 
would be my only resource, but, on reaching that plece in the 
night, I found all the subsistence had been that afternoon de- 
stroyed. I now learned that Colonel Wilkinson still held Clarics- 
burg, and again I assured him that l would foree my march on to 
his relief at 2 p. m. Tuesday, and to hold on, if possible. I pushed 
on without any rest to my men to Clarksburg, and my cavalry 
reached that place before 2 p. m My command arrived im the 
night. I had barely time te place my troops in position, before 
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Jones’ forces from Fairmont, and Imboden’s and Jackson's from 
Philippi, infested the place, Jones" and Imboden's forces, as 1 
am informed by captured letters, had failed to communicate with. 
each other and were to have met at Clarksburg. The forced 
marches of my troops disappointed this axpectation, and when 
Jones ascertained that I was between him and Imboden, he left 
his work of destruction on the trestle east of Clarkaburg, and 
made a rapid retreat toward Imboden, in camp near Philippi. 
Captain Bowen's cavalry fell on his rear guard seven miles from, 
Clarksburg, on the Shinnston road, and by a saber charge routed 
their entire rear forces and pursued them over two miles. He 
captured twelve prisoners, four badly sabered; killed sight or 
more, as he is confident. The charge was daring and successful. 

“Tmboden’s and Jackson's forces, having effected # janction with 
Jones, advanced by the Jane Lew and Rush Run rontes t attack 
Clarksburg, but the arrival of General Kelley's forces and the 
militia from Wheeling gave me such strength at Clarksborg that 
the attempt to take it was abandoned and as rapid a retreat as 
the condition of the roads permitted was effected by the rebels. 
Jones threw a large force of his cavalry from Weston toward, 
Salem and West Union, but I re-enforced the Home Guards at 
those places by Colonel Latham's regiment, and that officer hand- 
somely repulsed all attempts on West Union. A cavalry force, 
however, got between him and Salem, and destroyed two unim- 
portant railroad bridges, They also passed around weat to Corn- 
wallis, and in that region destroyed a few bridges and attempted 
to destrey one of the tunnels. 

“J regret to report that my forees and my means made it im- 
possible fer me to adopt offensive operations against the enemy. 
I had no effective eavelry, no means of transportation, and, in 
fact, barely supplies to feed the men at Clarksburg until 
the rapid retreat of the enemy put it out of my power to follow 
him. The roads were literally impassable to loaded wagons. 1 
have never seen anything Im the nature of reada so bad. They 
remain so yet, My 206 cavalry were broken down when f reached 
Clarksburg. The enemy had about 5,000 and thay lef in all direc- 
tions thelr jaded horses, seizing all the best and fresh horses in 
the country as they passed through it. The Fourteenth Penneyl- 
vania Cavalry (twelve companies) reached me at Clarksburg after 
the retreat of the eneray, This regiment of twelve companies hed 
but 2300 men in the saddle and only 320 total strength. Their 
horses were so broken down that 200 could not be mounted until 
I impressed all the horses that could be seized to remount for 
the feld| 

“My infantry did all i was possible for foot forces to accom- 
plish, I pwahed Colonel Thompson forward ta Jane Lew, with the 
Third (Weat) Virginia Volunteers, a section of a bettery and 
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about 60 cavalry on the 5th to meet the advance at Clarksburg, 
He made a vigorous attack and defeated them without any loss 
on his part, killing two or more, wounding five and capturing 
seven prisoners. 

“The constant movements of my troops have prevented the 
officers from making detailed reports of casualties, and they will 
be furnished as soon as I can get them in. The captures exceed 
500 prisoners, and the losses of the enemy in killed and wounded 
are about 30. 

“T have had the hearty co-operation of all the officers and men 
ef my command, and the cheerfulness they have expressed in the 
endurance of the hardest marching I have ever known, during 
the ten or more consecutive days of rain and snow, without 
shelter of any kind, entitles them to my thanks and the gratitude 
ef the country. 

“I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) “B. 8. ROBERTS, 
“Brigadier General, Commanding. 
“Colonel W. H. Chesebrough, 
“Asst. Adjutant General, Baltimore, Md.” 





“Camp Weston, Va., May 22, 1863. 
“Colonel: 

“In compliance with your orders, I haye the honor to transmit 
to you a detailed statement of all losses, casualties, losses of 
property, and captures hy our company during the recent raid 
in western Virginia. 

“On April 26th we received orders from Lieutenant Colonel 
Thompson, commanding post at Sutton, Va., to take up our line 
of march with the Third Regiment (West} Virginia Volunteer 
Infantry, for Buekhennon, and to destroy all Gevernment property 
belonging te the company for which we had not suitable trans- 
portation. 

“Pour horses gave out and were left on the road between Bull- 
tewn and Clarksburg, at which last named place we arrived on 
April 28th. 

& 6 s 

“On May 5th, an expedition was sent out to Jane Lew, con- 
sisting of a portion of the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, one 
eompany of the First (West) Virginia Cavairy, Captain Hagen’s; 
two companies of the Twenty-cighth Chic Volunteer Infantry; a 
portion of Captain Bowen's Company (E)}, Third Regiment (West) 
Virginia Volunteer Cavalry. This expedition brought in fear 
prisoners, one 2-horse wagon, four mules, four berrels of flour and 
killed a number of the enemy near Jane Lew. 
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“On May 14 we captured on the Bulltown road one prisoner and 
24 Harper's Ferry muskets. 

“Tn addition to the above, our company has brought in a large 
number of secesh citizens, together with horses, cattle, etc., taken 
from rebel sympathizers. 

*] am, with respect, Colonel, your obedient and humble servant, 

“TF. ROANE, 
“Lieutenant, Company B, Third 
“Weet Virginia Volunteer Cavalry, 
“Colonel A. GC, Moore, 
“Commanding Fourth Brigade, Middle Department.” 


in the operations covered by the preceding reports, notice is made of 
Company A, First Virginia Cavalry. This company was enrolled at 
Morgantown, July 18, 1861, as the "Kelley Lancers.” Among the mem- 
bers was T. H. B. Lemley, who each day set down some observationa 
relative to his service, and from the original manuscript the following 
interesting notes are derived: 


“April 24th. Beverly was overpowered and we fell back 12 
miles and camped for the night. (27) Evacuated Buckhannon and 
marched all night. Took breakfast in Weston and marched to 
Clarksburg on the 28th,” 

“May 1. Nica day and great excitement among citizens for 
fear of attack on Olarksburg. (8) Sunday. Marched to Lost 
Creak, had skirmish with the rebels, drove them hack, killed two, 
and camped for the night. (4) Made a sortie in the vicinity of 
Jane Lew. (5) Surrounded Jane Lew and fifty rebel cavalry, The 
*‘blinker Dutch’ Twenty-eighth Ohio let them out. Took three 
prisoners. (6} Left Lost Creek at midnight and arrived in Clarks- 
burg on the 17th. (9) Left Clarksburg, took dinner in Lost Oreek 
and eamped at Jane Lew. (10) Rained all day Sunday, marched 
to Weston on 12th. (17) Company started on scout to Sutton, 
(20) Returned to Weston and was paid for two months. (23) 
Saturday. General Roberts sticeeeded by General Averell, (24) 
Warm day. Review by General Averell. Company started on 
scout to Sutton and camped at Jacksonyilic.” 

“June 16. Left Buliteown and marched to Weston. (18) 
Marched from Weston to Buckhannon and camped in 2 church.” 


CONFEDERATE REPORTS, “IMBODEN RAID." 


Headquarters ©, S, Forces, Western Virginia, 
“Weston, Sunday, May 8, 1963. 
“General; This evening [ arrived here with my whole com- 
mand and General W. E. Jones with a part of hia, The residue 
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will be up| tomorrow or next day. The following damage hay 
been done to the main stem of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad: 
Every bridge but two of any importance from Oakland te a point 
80 miles west of Fairmont has been destroyed, ‘The splendid 
iron bridge at Fairmont, over 600 feet long, was blown into the 
river; all the ethers burned. General Jones destroyed them fram 
Fairmont east, except at Cheat River. My men destroyed those 
for 30 miles west of Fairmont, On the Parkersburg stem, General 
Jones burned the bridge trestling at Bridgeport. 1 drove the 
enemy, 1,500 strong, from Beverly, they destroying all thelr 
stores, They also fled from Buckhannon, destroying their campa, 
stores, ammunition, etc., and burned all the bridges from Beverly 
westward. They have concentrated at Clarksburg two brigades 
(Brigadier General J. RB.) Kenly’s and (Brigadier General Benjm. 
§.) Roberts’ and (Colonel James A.) Mulligan has two regiments 
at Grafton. We can whip them on equal ground, but I under- 
stand they are fortifying at Clarksburg. We shall make a good 
reconnaissance in force there tomorrow or next day and see what 
they intend to do, If you were within co-operating distance of us, 
we could utterly demolish the railroad from Clarksburg ta 
Parkersburg, and then force the enemy to a fight on our own 
terms, and, turning upon Kanawha, elear the valley. The Union 
men have all fled before us, We have collected and sent to the 
rear over 2,000 head of good cattle, and General Jones alone got 
over 1,200 fine horses for the Government. 

“The expedition, this far, has been a splendid success, especially 
on General Jones” part, in the destruction of the railroad. He 
has lost about 30 men killed and wounded, My loss trifling, only 
2 killed and 3 ar 4 wounded since I started, Rumor reaches us 
that you are at work toward Parkersburg. I trust such is the 
case, and that we may get together this week. If we do, I believe 
the northwest is saved. Let us hear from you by the earliest 
possible moment. Suggest a point of junction anywhere south or 
west of this, and I will try to meet you. General Jones haz taken 
over 500 prisoners; I only about 20 or 25. He has captured the 
arms of his prisoners, I have taken about ene hundred stand of 
arms and two pieces of artillery left by the enemy at Buck. 
hennon in their flight. Without the intervention of unforseen 
obstacles, we shall by the last of this week, get out 5,000 head of 
eatile and 500 horses. 


“Yours respectfully, 


“J. D. IMBODEN, 
“Brigadier General, Commanding. 
“Brigadier General A. G. Jenkina.” 
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cee rmeoernt are unasnca eine 





“Headquarters Valley District, 
“Near Harrisonburg, Va., May 26, 1863. 

“General: Y have the honor herewith to tranamit the reports 
of the commanders of the different regiments and battalions that 
accompanied my late expedition mato western Virginia. Having 
already rendered a brief report of operetions up to my arrival xt. 
Weston, Lewis County, I beg leave now to enter more into detail 
and to include all worthy of your notice until ory command reached 
this point. My authority to undertake an expedition info western 
Virginia is in your letter of April 7th, replying to mine of March 
3ist. In compliance with this authority, and arrangements made 
with Genera! J. D, Imboden for a concert af action on the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad, I left my camp at Lacey Spring, Kucking- 
ham County, Virginia, with all my available etrength Im cavalry, 
infantry and artillery. 

% ae * 

"Meving on early next day, gathering horses and eattle, we 
reached Philippi about noon, The enemy had damaged the bridge, 
but Lieutenant Williamson soon had it in eondition to pass over 
the Sixth Virginia Cavalry, the led horses and the cattle, al) of 
which moved on the road to Beverly. Rid of this encumbrance 
the remainder of wy force marched on the road to Buckhannon, 
where I expected to join General imbeden. Being less apprehen- 
sive of danger, the march became more moderate. 

“On May 2, a few miles from Buckhannon, was received the 
first certain intelligence of General Imboden, we havings met a 
man of his command on furlough. On my arrival in Buckhannon, 
I found General Imboden ready to move te Weston, General 
Roberts had retreated to Clarksburg ly this read, the more direct 
roads having been rendered impessible by winter hauling for the 
troops of the enemy. 

“The original plan of campaign, as will be aeen from my letter 
to you of March 31, contemplated simultaneous attacks on the 
Baltimore & Ohio R. BR. at Gratton and Oakland by General 
Imboden and myself. Nething different was for a moment enter- 
tained until after all was ia motion, when a letter from General 
Imboden came stating that 1 would reach Oaklan® the day he 
reached Beverly, se ag to cut off the ve-enforcements from the 
east. It was not too late te rearrange oF halt. Knowing the dim- 
culty of moving wagons over mountain reads in early spring, I 
stipulated with General Imboden, no such impediment should elog 
his movements after leaving Huttonsville. 1 was surprised to 
find a train of 70 wagons at Buckhannon. Had owr original plan 
been carried out, 1 feel confident northwestern Virginia could 
have heen cleared ta the Obio. At this paint Colonel Harman 
was sent to bring up from Beverly the Sixth Virginia Cavalry, 
and the stragglers from other regiments, many having accomi- 
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panied the led horses. My cavalry moved on the direct road ta 
Clarksburg and then on by-roads flanking on the right. that fol- 
lowed by General Imboden's command. At Westan we rested twe 
days, during which time Colonel Harman returned with the re- 
enforcements from Beverly. Feeling confident much danger would 
attend the attack of Clarksburg, on consultation with General 
Imboden, it was agreed we should move south, while my cavalry 
should assail the Northwestern R. R. toward Parkersburg. 

“This movement commenced on May 6th. Colonel Harman, 
with the Twelfth and Eleventh Regiments and Thirty-fourth 
{Witcher’s} Battalion Virginia Cavalry, moved on West Union, 
while with the remainder of my command, I took the Parkershorg 
pike to attack the railroad at Cairo. Both were entirely success. 
ful. Colonel Harman amused a strong infantry force with skir- 
mishes while parties were burning the two bridges te the right 
and left of the town, At Cairo, the guard being amall, sur 
rendered without firing a gun. Three bridges of probably 60 feet 
span and a tunnel eribbed with wood were burned. I captured 20 
men and 1 lieutenant. Colonel Harman captured 94 men. All 
were paroled and their arms destroyed. This work was done by 
hard marching, my command having traveled upward of 80 miles 
without unsaddling. 

* e * 

“Prom Oiltown we marched by Glenville and Sutton te Summer- 
ville, where the command of General Imboden was again over- 
taken. Our exhausted condition and exhausted supplies rendered 
homeward movements necessary. Our marches henceforward 
were easy, and little of interest occurred. 

"In thirty days we marched nearly 700 miles throngh a rough 
and sterile country, gathering subsistence for man and horse by 
the way. At Greenland and Fairmont we encountered the enemy’s 
forees, We killed from 25 te 30 of the enemy, wounded probably 
three times a8 many, captured nearly 700 prisoners, with their 
small arms, and 1 piece of artillery, 2 trains of cars, burned 16 
railroad bridges and 1 tunnel, 150,000 barrels of ofl, many engines 
and a large number of boats, tanks, barrels, bringing home with 
us about 1,000 cattle and probably 1,200 horses. Our entire loss 
was 10 killed and 42 wounded, the missing not exceeding 15, 

“W. E. JONES, 
“Brigadier General, Commanding. 
“General RB. E. Lee, 
“Commanding Army of Northern Virginia.” 
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{Indorsement) 
“Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

“June 15, 1863. 
“Respectfully ferwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
The expedition under General Jones appears to heave been com 
ducted with commendable skill and vigor, and was productive of 
beneficial results. The injury inflicted on the enemy was serious 
and he will doubtless be induced to keep troops to guard the rail- 
road who might be otherwise employed against us. General Jones 
displayed sagacity and boldness in his plans, and was well gup- 

ported by the courage and fortitude of his officers and men. 
“RE, BE. Lee, General.” 





“Headquarters Northwest Virginia Brigade, 
“Buffalo Gap, Va, Jane 1, 1868, 

“General: I submit the following report of my late expedition 
through northwest Virginia: 

“On Monday, April 20, I marched from my camp at Shenan- 
dosh Mountain with thea following troops, viz: The Twenty-fifth, 
Thirty-first and Sixty-second Regiments Virginia Infantry, the 
Eighteenth Virginia Cavalry and (J, H.} McClannahan’s battery, 
six guns numbering in the aggregate about 1,825 effective men. 
On the evening of the ist I wag jolned at Hightown by the 
Twenty-second Virginia Infantry, (Lieutenant Colonel A. C.) 
Dunn’s battalion (Thirty-seventh Virginia) dismounted cavalry, 
and the Nineteenth Virginia Cavalry, mostly dismounted, from 
Major General Samuel Jones’ command, numbering in the aggre- 
gate abont 1,540 men, giving me an entire force of abowt 3,365 
men, of which about 700 were mounted. I was supplied with 
thirteen days’ rations of flour and thirty days’ of salt, relying 
upon the country to furnish meat. 

e & * 

“Om the 28th I pressed on to within 4 miles of Buckhannon, 
and the next morning took possession of the town with a regi- 
ment which I erossed over the river om the debris of the burnt 
bridge. The enemy has burned all his stores here and destroyed 
two pieces of artillery, which he was unable to move. On account 
of the extraordinary bad reads, i have been compelled to leave at 
Greenbrier River, east of Cheat Mountain, forty-odd barrels of 
flour and also several barrels In Beverly, Our horses were giving 
out in large numbers, and some dying from excessiva lebor and 
insufficient sustenance. Not being able te cross my artillery and 
wagons over the river, on my arrival I ordered a raft to be com- 
strneted and the country to be scoured in every direction for corn 
and wheat; impressed twa mills and run them day and night. 
Grain was very scarce and had to be precured by very small 
quantities, sometimes leas than a bushel at a house. | employed 
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@ considerable portion of my eavalry in collecting cattle and 
sending them to the rear, I required everything to be paid for 
at fair prices, such as were the current rates before we arrived 
in the country. This gave general satisfaction in the country, 
and our currency was freely accepted. 


“On the 29th I received my first information from General 
Jones (see copy of his letter enclosed), and on the same day I 
ascertained that the enemy was massing his troops at Jane Lew, a 
village about midway between Buckhannon and Clarksburg, and 
fortifying his position. The 30th was spent in collecting corn 
and cattle, 


“On May ist, hearing nothing further from General Jones, | 
sent Colonel Imboden to Weston with his regiment of cavalry. 
He found the place evacuated and stores destroyed, but got con- 
firmation of the fact that the enemy was at Jane Lew. Fearing 
that Genera] Jones had been cut off in his attempt to join me, I 
gave orders that night to move early in the morning toward 
Philippi. My raft was completed and I was ready to cross the 
river, Just a8 we commenced moving on the morning of the 2nd, 
& courier arrived with the inteiligence thet General Jones was 
within 6 miles, and brought information of the destruction of the 
iron bridge at Fairmont, on the main stem of the Baltimore @ 
Obie R. R., and that a party I had sent out under Lieutenant 
Sturms, of the Nineteenth Cavalry, had succeeded in burning all 
the bridges for 30 miles west of Fairmont, and that the bridge 
on the Northwestern Virginia Railroad, 6 miles east of Clarka- 
burg, at Bridgeport, had also heen burned. On receiving this 
information I changed my direction of maireh toward Weston, 
feeling confident that with General Jones! brigade and my own 
force united, we would be strong enough to hold our own and 
probably defeat the enemy at Jane Lew or Clarksburg. 


“My own command had lost over 200 by desertion, after passing 
Beverly, from Dunn’s battalion dismounted cavalry, in conse- 
quence of an order published by me prohibiting the seizure of 
horses or other property from citizens for private uses. These 
men had expected te mount themselves off the country, Befora 
Thad gotten away from Buckhannon, General Jones arrived, and 
approved the plan of moving to Weston, thongh he had but a 
smail partion of his command with him. I here stated to him 
that, being the ranking officer, he would, of course, assume the 
command as long as we remained together, which he did. The 
road was se bad that we did not reach Weston until Sunday morn- 
ing, May 3. I at once sent scouts toward Clarksburg and ascer- 
tained that the enemy was there several thousand strong, and 
were fortifying a pass at the mouth of Lost Creek, & miles this 
side of Clarksburg. 
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“On the 4th, General Jones arrived with a part of his command, 
and went into camyp, [ at once set to work to scour the country 
for grain and cattle. Very little of the former was obtained, 
though we got a large number ef fine cattle. 

“On the 5th, a considerable part of General Jones’ brigade 
arrived from Beverly. My picket at Jane Lew was surrounded 
and attacked, but ell escaped except three, whose horses were 
killed and they captured. The picket reported the advance of a 
large force, and we expected a fight. During the day I had 
received from a confidential and perfectly reliable scource an 
accurate statement of the enemy’s forces at Clarksburg, giving 
the regiments, their size and their batteries. The whole force was 
between 4,600 and 5,000 infantry and 12 field gums, and they had 
been busy several days intrenching. Generals Kelley and Roberta 
were present in person and re-enforcements were hourly expected. 
These arrived the next day, increasing the forced from 6400 te 
8,000 men. It was agreed between General Jones and myself 
that we could not attack the enemy with = reasonable prospect af 
success. My command had been reduced, not only by desertions 
above méntioned, but by a large number of sick and worn-out 
men left at Beverly and Buckhannon, and a great many detailed as 
guards for the various droves of cattle on their way east, leaving 
me not over 2,200 or 2,200 effeative men. General Jones, had, I 
believe, about 1,200. Defeat so far in the interior would have 
been destruction, We, therefore, determined to separate on the 
morning ef the @th, General Jones going west to attack the 
Northwestern Virginia R. BR. and I te move southward to Sum- 
merville, in Nicholas County, where we would unite again, Some 
days previous to this, I had sent a dispatch te General Samuel 
Jones, informing him that auch would probably be our route, and 
suggesting a co-operative movement on his part agsinat the enemy 
at Fayetteville and in the Kanawha. This dispateh I sent inte 
Braxton by 15 of my own men, with metructions te get it through 
by any possible means in their power, They employed a falthful 
citizen to take it te Lewisburg, but it has mever heen heard from 
sines. 

“On the 6th I ordered back all the sick and steree from Buck- 
hannon and Beverly to Monterey, and moved toward Summerville 
atan early hour. The reads were so herribly bad thet at night we 
had enly reached a peint 6% milee from Weston. 

“The next day with extraordinary labor, we made 214 miles, 
and on the 8th, @ miles, making 14 miles in three days, and to do 
this with my battery I had te destroy the eapare wheels of my 
battery and threw away fifty solid shets from each caisson. Up 
to the Sth it rained hard fomrteen days, and waa clear only six 
and the roads everywhere were almost impassable, and avy ani- 
mais rarely got any food except the young grase we found along 
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the read. Na incident of interest occurred on the march until 

we reached Big Birch River, in Braxton, on the evening of the 

i2th. At Bulltown, Suttonville and Big Birch, the enemy had 

blockhouses and intrenchments, and had destroyed at each place 

large amounts of stores laid in for the summer's campaign. I 

destroyed their quarters and blockhouses at these several places. 
- cd * 

“The results of the expedition, were not as great, perhapa, as 
they would have been with favorable weather and gocd roads. 
General Jones has doubtless communicated the immense destruc- 
tion of property he effected on the railroad and elsewhere, In 
the horrible condition of the roads, [ could mot move with the 
celerity that was desirable, and deemed myself fortunate in being 
able, by pursuing an interior route, to keep the way of escape 
open at ail times for General Jones, while he, being mounted, 
ventured to go much farther than I could do. I compelled the 
enemy to destroy large and valuable stores at Beverly, Buek- 
hannon, Weston, Bulltown, Suttenville and Big Birch: captured 
and brought away over $100,000 worth of horses, mules, wagons 
amd arms; burned their blockhouses and stockades; forced them 
to burn three important and valuable covered turnpike bridges; 
burned six or eight wooden railroad bridges west of Fairmont; 
enabled the Government agents te buy and bring out to place of 
safety over 3,100 head of fine cattle at a cost—stated to me by 
Major (W, M.} Tate, who procured a large part of them—of 
$300,000 less than they should sell for anywhere within our lines. 
I was thirty-seven days gone, marched over 400 miles, subsiated 
my command on half rations a great part of the time, I lost 
1 lieutenant (Vincent), Nimeteenth Cavalry, and 1 man in the 
Eighteenth Cavalry, killed, and left to fall inte the hands of the 
enemy 3 men wounded, at Beverly, and @ sick, and 3 prisoners 
eaptared; a total loss of 16. I secured between 75 and id recruits 
for my own command, including the Twenty-fifth and Thirty-first 
Regiments, and Colonel William L. Jackson got between 300 and 
400. In this respect we were all disappointed. The people now 
remaining in the northwest are, to all intents and purposes, a 
conquered people. Their spirit is broken by tyranny where they 
aré true te cur cause, and these who are agzinst us ere the 
blackest hearted, mest despicable villains upen the continent. I 
learned much of this expedition that would be of deep interest 
to the Government te know, but this is not the proper time or 
place to communicate it. 

s 4 S & 

“fT have heard scarcely a complaint of any wrong done to private 
rights of persons or property by men under my commend. They 
were nearly all northwestern Virginians, and had much to pro- 
yoke them te vengeance upon 2 dastard foe, who had outraged 
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their unprotected families, but, with the willing obedience of the 
true Confederate soldier, every man obeyed all the erdera te 
respect the rights of private citizens, even of thelr traiter 
neighbors. 
“Respectfully submitted, 
“7 D. IMBODEN, 
“Brigadier General, Commanding. 
“Brigadier General R. H. Chilton, 
“Asst. Adjt. and Insp, Gen., Army Northern Virginia.” 


(Indorsement) 
“Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

“Jone 16, 1943, 
“Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
“Although the expedition under General Imboden failed to 
accomplish all the results intended, it nevertheless rendered valu- 
able service in the collection of storea and in making the enemy 
uncasy for his communications with the west. The men and 
offers deserve much credit for the fortitude and endurance 
exhibited under the hardships and difficulties of the march, which 

interfered so seriously with the success of the enterprise. 
“%. EB. LEE, General.” 


Lieutenant Colonel John & Green, Sixth Virginia Cavalry, reported 
(May 26th) that his regiment when near Huttonsville “was ordered to 
rejoin the brigade at Weston,” from where “we marched with it to 
Cairo.” Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Marshall, of the Seventh Virginia 
Cavairy, reperted (June 4th) that his regiment on May ard halted for 
the night within two or three miles of the town and encamped on the 
Parkersburg road about a mile beyond the town.” The next day the 
regiment moved “a mile or two further.” 

Captain Prank A. Bond, commanding Firat Battalion, Maryland 
Cavalry, on the 25th of May reported that his battalion was in Bridge- 
port on the 80th. “Passing through Weston (120 men) and resting our 
horses for a few days, we abrived with the brigade at Cairo Station 
May 7th.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Elijah V. White, commending Thirty-fifth Vir- 
ginia Cavalry Battalion, reported that his command moved from Buck- 
hannon on May 8rd, taking the “Weston road, which place we reached 
on the dth without anything of note occurring.’ Colonel A. W. Halr- 
man related that “Prom Weaton on May 6th with the Eleventh Begi- 
mant and Witcher’s Battalion I moved to Weat Union.” Colonel Harman 
commanded the Twelfth Regiment and the Eleventh was under command 
of Colenel Lunsford L, Lomax. 

With the passing of danger from the Confederate forces, the Wedeval 
commanders took steps to again occupy the invaded tertritery. On May 
Gth General Lightburn was erdered by Major General Schenck to turn 
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ever all troops to Colonel Mulligan and also thanked him “for services 
80, promptly rendered in the existing emergency.” At the same time 
Governor Pierpont wired General Roberts “it is important for me to 
know if you are going to move on the rebel army at Weston or any 
other place.” 

Colonel George Latham, with the Second West Virginia Infantry, 
eccupied West Union on the 5th with six companies and repulsed o de. 
tachment of Jones' cavalry on the 6th, On the lith, his coramand left 
West Union and arrived in Weston on the i3th, where he filed his official 
report with Captain J. MeBell, Assistant Adjutant General, 

At the same time General Roberts re-occupied the town with the 
Fourth Infantry and General Kenley’s Brigade. On the 15th he reported 
that he was “waiting rations and transportation to re-occupy Sutbon, 
Birch and Bulltown, I have only rations for today and tomorrow and it 
takes all the trains in this country to get rations to this point as fast 
as they are consumed, on account of bad condition of the roads.” 

On the 16th Major General Schenck, from Baltimore, wired Brigadier 
General Kelley, at Grafton, “General Averell has reported and, will pro- 
ceed Monday to Weston to relieve Roberts. He will see you by Tuesaday 
morning,” 

The lecal force was augmented on the 17th by the arrival of Ewing's 
Rattery with a 10-pounder Parrott gun and a 6-pounder brass smooth 
bore, and by the 22nd Captain Prank Smith arrived with the Third 
Independent Company, Ohio Volunteer Cavairy. 


“Sutton, August 26, 1869. 
“Captain Over, 
“Acting Asst. Adjutant General, 
“Weston, 

“sir; The party sent with message to Weston on Wednesday 
arrived safe back this evening. On their arrival at Bulltown they 
captured a lieutenant and four men of the Hebel army, whom they 
sent back under guard to Weston. One of the rebels captured 
belongs to the Shriver Greys, of Wheeling. 

“The captured rebels say there are forty more of Jackson's 
command who had deserted and were about fifteen miles up the 
river from Bulltown. 

6 * & 

“I sent you one Bush, whom I stepped here today. He was 
on his way to Glenville, I captured a lot of rebel letters on him 
which I send you. Parties coming out from Weston should be 
very careful; they are watching for messengers, ete. 

"Very respectfully yours, 
“©. J. HARRISON, 
“Captain, Commanding Detachment, 
“Sixth (W,)} Virginia Infantry.” 
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BATTLE OF BULLTOWN. 


“Bylitown, October 13, 1864. 
“Colonel N, Wilkinson, 
“Brigade Commander, Clarksburg. 

“iy, We were attacked this morning at 4:20 edock by 
Colonel William L, Jackson with about 1000 men and two pleces 
of artillery. They charged our fortifications on the northeast side. 
We fell back te our main fortifications. They pursued us estar 
within a few yards of our fortification, when we poured it into 
them strong and repulsed them handsomely with a loss of not 
less than fifty killed and wounded. They then sent us a flag of 
truce, ordering us to surrender. [ told them to come. and take us. 
They continued fighting unti) 4:30 o'clock this evening, when they 
retreated. We gave tham nine of their killed who were in onr 
lines. 

“We have taken ane lieutenant and one private who are badly 
wounded. We captured two privates, but they are not wounded. 
Our casualties are myself wounded (it is thought mortally) in 
the thigh, the bone being badly broken early in the action. You 
will send by all possible dispatch a surgeon; send best that you 
ean. Send re-enforcements and ammunition. 

*Rebels withdrawn in the direction of Sutton. Prisoners say 
they were expecting General Jenkins to assist. 

(Bigned) “WM. HB. MATTINGLY, 
“Captain, Commanding U. 3. Porces.” 


The battle of Bulltown, of which the preceding appears to be the only 
official report, took place on what has long been known as the Moses 
Cunningham farm. It is included hereim because of ita close connection 
with local military affeirs. On the north side of the Little Kanawha, 
River, at this poimt was a hill which early in the war waa fortified by 
intrenchments and called the “fort.” It overlecked the village of Bull. 
town, the Weston aud Ganley pike and constituted a very important 
post occupied mainly by the Federal troops throughout the war. 

At this time it was cceupied by about four hundred men, a detachment 
from the Sixth and Eleventh (W.) Virginie Infantry, commanded by 
Captain William H. Mattingiy. The men were armed only with the 
regulation arms, the fort having ne artillery, althengh a few days after 
the engagement a gun firing a six-pound ball wae brought to this point 
from the pest at Weston. 

A few days before the telegraph line to Weston was cut by unknown 
parties and on the morning of the 12th a portion of Company G, under 
Captain H. C. Ransom left te make repairs, On the morning of the 
18th about 4 o'cleck the fortifications were attacked by Colonel Willan 
L. Jackson, whom someone designated as “General Mudwall,” with about 
six hundred men, part of whem were under direct command of Colonel 
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W. P. Thompson and Major J. M. Kessler, They were supported by two 
pleces of artillery, one of which was a howitzer, which shot a three 
pound ball. Because it was carried in through the rough country on 
mules it was designated the “Jackass Battery” and the firing could be 
plainly heard as far north as Jacksonville, in the Collins Settlement. 

Jackson’s command divided at Falls Mills, three miles above, acting 
under a plan to attack the fort on both sides at once. Major Kessler 
was to command the right wing and come in from the northeast, Jack- 
son, personally was to come in from the southwest and take up a posi- 
tion on the opposite side of the river. Both were then to charge following 
the firing of the first shell by the battery. Kessler and his command 
arrived first and proceeded to attack before Jackson arrived, thus de- 
stroying the effectiveness of the plan. It is said that ane man was lost 
while making a vain attempt to capture a pet bear the Pederald had 
chained to a log house nearby. 

When Jackson arrived he toak up a position on an elevation on the 
opposite side of the river, which he held throughaut the engagement. 
At 8 a.m. from “Headquarters within our entrenchments” he sent a note 
to Mattingly in which he set forth that “my forces have now entirely 
surrounded you-—is very largely superior to yours and it is useleas for 
you to contend.” Captain Mattingly himself seta down his reply thereto, 
but several witnesses declare that he wrote back that he would fight 
“ontil froze over, and if he had to retreat, he would retreat on 
ice.” The result was thet the engagement continued unabated, 

Late in the afternoon a musket ball struck Captain Mattingly in the 
leg breaking the thigh bone. Command then {ell to Captain James L. 
Simpson, of Company C, Eleventh Infantry, A flag of truce disclesed 
another command to surrender, which was refused and the engagement 
continued until about 4:20 p.m. The Canfederate foreas then retreated 
south on the Sutton read, encamping for the night at Salt Lick Bridge, 
five miles distant. 

In the meantime, Mattingly’s repdrt had reached Clarksburg and 
Weston. Major C. FP. Howes was dispatched te the relief of the garrison 
and as the post surgeon at Weston was ont of the fown, was secom- 
panied by Prank M. Chalfant, a druggist at Weston, and Dr. T. B. Cams 
den, whe upon their arrival rendered such medical assistance ag posaible 
te beth sides. 

On the morning of the 14th, the 're-enforcements attacked Jackson's 
command which had entrenched behind a stene wall on the southwest 
side of the Salt Lick Bridge, foreine him te iretreat, after which the 
command under Howes returned te their pest at Westen. Of this en- 
gagement we have the following report from “Record of Events” Third 
Brigade, Second Division, Department af West Virginia: 





“October 14th, the command at Bulltown, having been re- 
enforced the previous night by a battalion of the Fourth (W.) 
Virginia Cavalry, under Major Howes and one company of the 
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Sixth CW.) Virginia Infantry, started in pursuit. Came wp with 
the rebels at Salt Lick. Slight skirmishing ensued when addi- 
tional re-enforcements under Major Gibson, of General Averell’s 
command coming up, the enemy fetreated. Our troops returned 
to camp. A battalion of the Seeend (W.) Virginia Volunteer 
Mounted Infantry sent toward Addison, in Webster County, did 
not succeed in intercepting the enemy on his retreat.” 


From the repert of the attending surgeon, we find that no one was 
killed on the Federal side. Captain Mattingly’s wound did not prove 
as serious as his report indicated, and the ball wae removed from his 
leg, but from this accident he was left lame througheut Life. in later 
years be became Sheriff of Wood County. Lieutenant J. Holt was shot in 
one shoulder, but recovered, 

On the Confederate side seven men were killed, one of whom was 
Ben Schoonoova, from the Sand Fork of the Little Kanawha, and all 
of the dead were buried on the battle field. Im 1899 some kind-hearted 
person had the hodies removed to a farm on the west side of the river, 
where they were buried in one grave, and a cut stone wall placed 
about it. 

Four to six persons were wounded and Allan L. Wells, a private, 
who was wounded early in the action, died during the retreat and was 
buried on Big Run, three miles from Bulltown. John Sumpter had a 
jeg broken, and was cared for at the home of Moses Cunningham, a nen- 
combatant, who was alsa shot through the back. Lieutenant Norris, 
who was shot in the elbow, was eared for at the home of John Lorentz, 
who lived at the end of the bridge over the river at that paint. William 
Benson had a leg broken and was taken to the home of P, B, Berry, 
and soma others whose names are unknown were taken to the home of 
Colonel MeLaughlin, at the salt works. Practieally all ef the above 
were taken to Weston as prisondrs of war ae goon as they could be 
removed. 

W. P. Thompson, one of the participants, afterwards was instrumental 
in the building of the Ohio River Railroad in conjunction with J. N. 
Camden, brother of the attending surgeon. 

Much local tradition has been handed dewn concerning this affair, 
one tale relating to the appearance of a Confederate en a white horse, 
whe would cheer the men on and disappear. It is also said that Jack- 
son’s command ran inte a distillery before they arrived at Bolltown 
and that Mattingly et one time surrendered, but they did not knew it 
and when Howes men marched inte Weston they were singing: 


“Jackson hs was drinking, and Thompson wae drinking, too, 
And Keasler was not sober, a0 the Yankees put them through.” 


= rh aller 
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The spring of 1884 was marked by the withdrawal of many troops 
from western Virginia for use in other sections. Some three companies 
ef the Tenth West Virginia Infantry were stationed at Weaton under 
Colonel T. M. Harris. In the latter part of April a company of cavalry 
under Captain L, T. Lawson left Weston to attack a band of guerrillas 
in Webster County. An engagement followed near Addison, in which 
five were killed. The cavalry fell back, only te be re-enforced by Captain 
Morgan Darnall, with Company A, Tenth Infantry, and in a second 
attack twelve were killed and four captured with no loss te the regulars. 

On May 3rd Captains Sprigg and Tunings occupied and burned the 
fortifications at Bulltown and after cutting the telegraph lines left the 
community. This aroused the citizens of Weston and rumors of an 
attack were rife, An appeal was sent to Governor A. I. Boreman, whe 
in turn wired Brigadier General Kelley stating that “the people of 
Weston seem fearful of a raid. A small force would quiet them.” 
General Kelley, from Cumberland on May 7th replied: “I have ordered 
the Fourth West Virginia Infantry to Clarksburg and directed that two 
companies with a squad from Maulsby’s Battery with one gun te pra- 
ceed to Weston.” This detachment arrived about May 10th, at which 
time Captain D. W. Rollyson commanded the local post. Within a few 
days a smail brass cannon was brought te Weston fromm Bulltown. On 
the 17th a company of the Eleventh Virginia Infantry under Major 
Simpson, reported from Parkersburg at Weston, and on the 20th the 
detachment of the Pourth Regiment left for Martinsburg. 


THE WITCHER RAID, 


On September 22nd, Colone! Vinceng A. (Clawhammer) Witcher, of the 
Thirty-fourth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, left Lewisburg on a raid inte 
the Lewis County section, presumably to buy and capture all the horses 
and cattle it was possible for him and his forces to take hack to eastern 
Virginia. The outpost of Bulltown was captured on the 25th and on the 
26th he entered the county by way of Jacksonville and entered Weston 
late that evening, unmolested by such Federal troops as were then sta- 
tioned at the point, or by Captain J. C, Wilkinson's company of Home 
Guards, organized during this year. On the way down Rush Run the 
advance guard shot Nicholas Rehrbough through the back as he made 
ap attempt to ride into Weston ahead of the advancing colupin for the 
purpose of giving the alarm. His wounds were dressed the day following 
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by Dr. T. B. Camden, Post Surgeon, and he recovered. This case, so far 


as is known, was the only one oceurring during the raid. 

With the occupation of Weston by the Confedarates the wildest sort 
of alarm took possession of the Federals in this region. Colonel Wilkin- 
son from Clarksburg, at 7:30 p. m. on the 26th wired Washington that 
the “rebels” were in Westen and a “bogus operater an the line.” The 
rumor that it was a formidable raid under General Johu Eehols in person 
spread, and warnings and ealls for help were sent to Baltimore, Colam- 
bus and many other points. At 8:15 the same evening he reported that 
the “bogus” operator at Weston says ‘the rebels under Colonel Duke 
8,000 cavalry and a large regiment of Infantry are within four miles of 
Weston.” At 9:40 news had changed so that he reported that a citizen 
ef Westen had arrived at Clarksburg who states that 600 mounted men 
had entered Westen at 4:30 and warned Parkersburg to be “on the 
alert.” 

The “bogus” operator called Clarksbarg on the morning of the 27th 
bus Wilkinson sent out another operator believing the calle to be fulse. 
At 8:20 p. m of the same day he reported that “Young Rowe, the 
operator at Weston, escaped, the rebels leaving there at 10 am.” Ac» 
cording to the report of Rowe the “pabels about §,000 strong, under 
Echols, left there early this morning for Buckhannon.” Later in the 
day Wilkinson wired General Kelley at Cumberland that “Mr. (R. ©.) 
Arbuckle, late captain of the Fourth West Virginia Cavalry, has arrived 
from Weston. He says the forces were entire strangers commanded by 
Colenel Witeher and 800 strong.” It is little wonder that Genera] Kelley 
op the 28th reported to Halleck, Grant and Sheridan that “1 camnot 
learn positively what foree this is or who is in command.” 

When Witeher and his men rode into Weston, Sheriff Allen Simpson 
(1805-1891) hastened to the court house, secured a few papers, about a 
thousand dollars of public money, and attempted te escape. Near the 
mouth of Polk Creek he ran down the river bank, closely pursued by two 
cavalrymen, who fired at him just as he slipped on a rock in the low 
water at that point and fell. With a yell “There wes one damned Yani 
jess,” the soldiers turned to other fields. When they had disappeared 
Simpson quickly made his way up Pelk Creek and up the aide of “Buck 
Knob,” where he buried the money under the roate of a stump, Te 
then made his way around in the woods to a spring epposite the Simp- 
son home on West Second Stree (Ledh home on Polk Creek road), 
where he remained until the invaders had left the community, In the 
meantime others entered the court house and while act molesting any- 
thing among the records so far as known, yet for some reason they 
tere out about forty blank pages in Generz) Land Book No. 1, and it 
teday hears the following notation thereon: “Done by rebel raiders. 
September 26, 1864, commanded by Calonel Witcher and pileted by ©. S. 
Hurley. Teste: J. Woofter, Recorder.” 

A detachment rounded up a party of citizens whe had been at tha 
new bospitel building, helping arrange fer the opening (October 22nd}, 


MILITARY OPHRATIONS-—1864 85 





who were relieved of their watches and personal belongings. In relat- 
ing his experiences during this raid, Dr. T. B. Camden says: 


“As ¥ crossed the bridge leading to town I found it. oeeupied by 
the armed rabble. I was halted by a large, dark, Ul-kept man; 
he had gun, pistel and seber. He said ‘Halt!’ I obeyed, He said, 
“Cive me that watch and chain.’ I demurred. He said ‘Give it 
up.’ I told him it was an heirloom, waa from my father, He 
looked murderous and said, ‘Give it up.” He had his musket 
pointed at me, and it seemed that I could not get that watch and 
chain off quick enough. I was sure he was going to shoot. He 
took it and I went on a few yards, and a boy about fourteen or 
fifteen years, with a big gun halted me again and demanded 
my pen knife. I rather ignored him, a strip of a boy. This made 
him mad and he said, ‘he was not born in a thicket to be scared 
out by a cricket,’ and I had to conciliate him. The town was full 
of these armed fellows who would ride along and snatch a good 
hat from a man’s head and put on an old, ragged, dirty one in its 
place. They also took my good riding horse, amd a fellow took my 
boots, but soon brought them back and set them inside the fenea 
with the remark, ‘They are a little small.’ ” 


Another humorous ¢ase was that of Upton McCandlish, son of R. J., 
cashier of the Exchange Bank, who had just secured a new hat, aivery 
highly prized article at that time. He wentured to the Balley House 
corner, only to have a soldier round him up amd relieve him of it. 
“Neal” Hurley took it eway from the trooper, with Instructions to young 
McCandlish to make for home. He ran around to the old Episcopal 
Church, which stood on the site of the present Baptist, only to meet 
another soldier, and this time the hat disappeared for gead, in exchange 
for the trooper’s old one, In the meantime others met Mr. Hugh 
Dannington and relieved him of his hat, eoat and shoes, 

The Exchange Bank was entered and the cash on hand taken; bars 
werg secured and the stores of W. L. Dunnington, Albert A. Lewis, 
P. M. Hale, and others were all looted. A man, gaid to have been 
@ preacher from Burning Springs, rede out of town with ladies’ hoops 
piled up behind him. The hospital was visited by another section 
and all the bedding and blankets stolen. This did not delay the opening 
of the hospital, as local citizens at ence collected and donated enough 
blankets and other necessities te care for the insane brought here at 
that time, 

Capt. R. C. Arbuckle, was at that time conducting ea private acho! in 
the ald Seuthern Methodiet Church, located where the residence of Judge 
Linn Brannon now stands. The pupils were dismissed just a few minutes 
before the frat division entered town, As they rede down the street, 
shooting in the air, the school children were ae frighfened they took 
refuge under houses! and behind fences. The ery of “the rebels, the 
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rebels” even brought fear to the hearts of the older ones as well, as the 
retreat of the Federals left them defenseless. 

’ A company under Captain Payne was sent on down the Clarksburg 
road as far as Jane Lew. Upon the retwxn of this company, the whole 
command rode out of town on the 27th by the Buckhannon roed and 
under circumstances described in the official reports te follow. 





CONFEDERATE REPORTS—WITCHER RAID 


“Fleadquarters, Chafiin's Bluff, 
“Oetoher 5, 1864, 
“Lieutenant Colonel Witcher has returned from his expedition 
to western Virginia. He visited Bulltown, Jacksonville, West- 
over, Buckhannon, Walkersville and Weston. Reports that he 
destroyed a million dollars’ worth of stores, captured 300 
prisoners, with their horses and equipment, brought out 600 horsea 
and 200 beef cattle, and sustained no loss. 
“RK. E. LEE. 
“Hon. J. A. Seddon.” 


“Headquarters Cavalry Command, 
“Lewis’ Mill, Greenbrier County, W. Va., 
“Oetoher §, 1864. 

“Captain: In obedience to orders from department head- 
quarters, 1 started with my command (Thirty-fourth Virginia 
Cavalry Battalion) from Jeffersonville, Tazewell County, Virginia, 
on the 17th day of September, passing by way of Narrows, of 
New River to Lewisburg, Virginia, where I was joined by Captain 
Pp. J. Thermond's, W. D. Thermond’s, W. H. Payne's, J. Bum- 
gard’s (and) J. W. Amick’s companies, making in all 523 men 
affective, 267 of which were infantry. 

“I left Lewisburg on the 22nd instant, passed over the moun- 
tain by the Cold Knob route. I captured Bulltown on the even- 
ing of the 25th inst. This place was well fortified. The bome- 
guard garrison was seon dispersed end the fortifications and 
cabins burned. Left Bulliown on the 25th imat. Here it was foond 
that the infantry were so much worn down that it would be im- 
possible for them te get to Weston (twenty-five miles) that day, 
which was all tmportant. 1, therefore, dismounted the cavalry 
command and mounted as many of the infantry a» there was 
berses (though a great many of the horses had broken down and 
had been abandowed om the movntains) and left them ride tem 
miles, which brought the command to within fifteen miles of 
Westen. At this point the horses were again changed and the 
infantry was pushed on to within five and a half miles of Weston. 
They were then left under command of W. D. Thurmond te come 
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up as fast as possible. I pressed the mounted men forward as 
rapidly as possible, and got: possession of Weston about & Pp. m, 
The surprise was complete, The home-guard pickets knew noth- 
ing of the advance until they were prisoners, In Weston there 
was a large amount) of stores of all kinds, the useful articles 
being turned over to the command. Besides the stores the 
Exchange Bank was captured; the funds amounting to $5,287.86 
were turned over to J. W. Branham, aide-de-camp, who will turn 
them over to the proper authorities for the use of the Confederate 
Government. Here I detached Captain William H. Payne with 
his company, and ordered him to proceed to Jane Lew, a point 
seven miles from Weston on the Clarksburg road. At this place 
he destroyed some stores, arma and the telegraph, 

“On the 27th I left Weston and proceeded to Buckhannon. 
About five miles from that place we encountered one company of 
eavalry, which was driven at a charge through the town and out 
on the Clarksburg road. After remaining in Buckhannon a short 
time, I passed out on the French Creek road to a point mile; 
there went inte eamp and rested until 2 a.m. 1 then informed 
the battalion commanders that we would again take Buckhannon, 
The command moved off, and at daylight they charged and sur. 
rounded the town, capturing Major T. F. Lang, Third (Sixth) 
Virginia (bogus) Cavalry (Averell’s brigade} 100 men and horses, 
with equipments complete. As soon as it was daylight 1 ordered 
the Government stores destroyed. They consisted of a very large 
quantity of quartermaster’s, commissary and medical stores, be- 
sides 1,000 stands of small arms. 

“E have returned with 400 fresh horses, 200 beef cattle; captured 
and paroled 300 prisoners. I mounted al! the infantry. 

“The road traveled wes a bridle-path for sixty miles. My men 
and horses suffered very much on the mountains for rations. I 
lost only one man; he was captured. 

“My thanks are due to Captain McFarlane, commanding Thirty- 
fourth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, also te Captains P. J. and W. 
D. Thurmond and W. H. Payne, all of whom did their whole duty. 
Cadet Buffington behaved in a very gallant and soldierly manner 
during the raid. 

“Tt would most respectfully call the attention of the general 
commanding to the gallant and meritorious conduct of Lieutenant 
J. W, Branham, aide-de-camp: also to Adjutant Wade, Thirty- 
fourth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, beth of whom were at all 
times at their posts. 

“{ am, Captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“VY. A. WITCHER, 
“Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding, 
“Captain Ino. L. Sanford, 
“Asst. Adjt, Cop, Dept. of Southwest Va. and East. Tenn,” 
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An observer cites the fact that the last body of Confederates te enter 
the county was the worst equipped of any that had visited this section, 
having little in the way of clothing and less in the way of arms, emble- 
matic in a way of the then descending fortunes of the brave men 
im gray. 

The expedition was a failure from several points of view, although at 
first beliewed to be a success. When the truth became koown, Witcher 
was greatly censured by his superiors for the mamnier in which he con- 
ducted it. The Confederate Secretary of War, James A. Seddon, on 
October 18th wrote Major General John C. Breckenridge, commanding, 
as follows: 


“Tt has been presented to me, from a soutree entitled to the 
highest confidence, that the expedition recently made by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Witcher into northwestern Virginia, waa conducted 
in @ most predatory and discreditale manner; that no proper 
control or restraint was exercised over the men, and that they 
plundered and ravaged without discrimination or hindrance, often 
inflicting most serious losses om the families of men iv the Con- 
federate Army or now in Yankee prisons, Stores are aaid to 
have been broken open and robbed. Most of the estile that it 
was the main object to drive out, were logt through the negligence 
of tha men, and even women are aaid to have been plundered. 
Will you cause strict examination to be made inte these alleged 
excesses, and should they be found verified, it would probably be 
proper cause for the breaking up of the command and the con- 
seription of the men inte other branches of service, as seems to 
have been contemplated by the iste act of Congress, Seme de- 
cisive means seom necessary to restrain the license of our irregu- 
lar cavalry, and bring tham into subordination and efficiency. 


The Exchange Bank in this raid seems to have not had the 
usual pre-warning so evident at other times. Ne opportunity waa 
afforded and ne time elapsed in which the meney and pepers could be 
removed to safer points. The sum of $5,287.86 was secured and te this 
day the National Exchange Bank helds as a silent witness the following 
receipt issued therefor: 


“Weston, September 26, 1864. 
“T have this day taken from the Ezchange Bank of Virginia at 
Weston, the cashier, Mr. KR. J. Me@andlish protesting against. the 
same, the following money. This is done by authority of Brigadier 
General Jobn Echols, and the funds are te be tarned over to the 
Confederate States Government. 
“J. L. BRANHAM, 
“Captain and A. D, ©.” 


° 
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About midnight on the night of the 26th a party of seven armed mex 
entered the bank room vault and took $15.00 belonging to the bank and 
some private property. No evidence ever secured directly connected 
these men with Witcher’s forces. On October Sth the directors of the 
bank, consisting of Richard P. Camden, President; David S. Peterson, 
William L. Dunnington, Esias Petty, Albert A. Lewis and H. Daugherty 
met and authorized the cashier “to charge to profit and loss account the 
money taken from this bank by rebels in their raid om the 26th ultimo.” 

Citizens of Lewis, perhaps with some degree of justice no doubt, 
bitterly complained to authorities concerning the lack of protection from 
such raids. At the same time the exigencies of the time demanded al) 
troops elsewhere, and it was not possible to guard against occasional 
forays from small bodies of troops, A long letter was directed to the 
Governor and to the Wheeling Intelligencer on October 2nd signed by 
P. M. Hale, Irving Bailey, W. L. Dunnington, BE. M. Tunstill, A. A. 
Lewis, Elias Fisher, Francis Batten, ali merchants; Minter Bailey, 
County Surveyor; D. M. Bailey, States Attorney; FP. M. Chalfant, dirug- 
gist; and John Lyttle and Joseph Osborne, hotel keepers. 

This communication set forth that they had all been robbed, P. M. 
Hale to the extent of $15,000.00, and that with the exception of 20 State 
Guards there were no troops. “Lewis has been left without troops since 
May last,” the letter continues, and “she has this day a credit of 26 
men over all calls. She has not only stood up for the Government with. 
her brave sons, but has met all demands unflinchingly.” The expedi- 
tion left the county with 300 horses and 180 cattle whieh people could 
“iii afford to lose.” The Exchange Bank lost $5,287.00 and ©, 5S. Hurley 
acted as guide. Action is demanded. 

Gevernor Bereman wired General Kelley in charge of the department, 
who ordered in a detachment of the Seventeenth Regiment and left for 
Weston, where he arrived Octoher 3rd, reporting to Cumberland at 1:10 
p. a, “All quiet here,”” On the 4th he wired Brigadier General Sullivan, 
that the expedition was “commanded by Colonel Witcher, they are poorly 
armed, but new pratty well mounted” and to try and intercept them in 
the New River region. 

The Seventeenth Regiment left Clarksburg Sundey, October 2nd, 
arriving at Weston about 4 p.m. Monday and moved into camp on the 
site of the Fair Grounds at Bendale in the midst of a tevrible storm. 
On the 4th Genera! Kelley issued the following order: 





“Weston, W. Va., Oetoher 4, 1884. 
“Lieutenant Colonel J. 8. MeDenald: 

“You are directed to move upon the arrival of aupplies with 
your command, by easy marches, to Bulltown, W. Va. and repair 
the fortifications and place that post in the best condition for 
defense, and keep the surrounding country thoroughly scouted, ex- 
tending senth to Sutton. Stringent orders will be enforced, pro- 
bibiting the interference in any manner whatever with private 
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property by the men of your command. Supplies for the com- 
mand will be sent you regularly from Olarksburg opon making 
proper requisition therefor. For cattle and forage taken for the 
subsistence of the men and animals of your command, proper 
youchers must be given and the amount forwarded to the depot 
commissary and quartermaster at Clarksburg. You will report 
to Colonel N, Wilkinson, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, at Clarks. 
burg, commanding treops west of Piedmont, and keep him fully 
advised of all matters of interest. 
“By order of Brevet Major General Kelley: 
“C. A. FREEMAN, 
“Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.” 


Colonel McDonald with the command moved from Bendale the follow~ 
ing Saturday, going into camp at Jacksonville about 3 p.m. The day 
was marked by an anusnually early heavy snow, which added much te 
the discomfort and suffering of the men, not equipped for winter cam- 
paigning. The homes of John Cook, John Arnold, and many others in 
the little village were thrown open to the men, who lef on Sondey 
morning for Bulitewn. General Kelley in the meantime had started ta 
Cumberland and on the Tth fram Clarksburg advised Governor Boreman: 
“Tl have disposed of my force so as to give protection to the railroad and 
the people of West Virginia. The rebels have retreated and the north- 
west part of the State is entirely free from the invaders.” Captain Wim. 
G,. McNulty was in command of the Weston post. November 0th, and 
nothing further occurred during the close of the year. Dr. N. B. Barnes 
(1807-1878) was acting pest surgeen. 


MILITARY OPERATIONS 
1865 


The military operations in this year opened in this section with the 
eapture of the Unien forces at Philippi on January 11, by General 
Rosser and 200 men. This small bend so surprised the Federal forees 
that they were completely demoralized, and Colonel Wilkinson felt. that. 
a large force was preparing te attack Clarkeburg and Weston and 
ealled for help. Numerous letters and telegrams were semi ta all sec- 
tions and on account of lack ef proper information Major General 
Halleck, Chief of Staff, and Major General Phillip Sheridan decided to 
visit this region in person. On the 13th Sheridan wired the pest com- 
mander at Weston: 


‘Wil start tomorrow on inspection trip through West Virginia. 
i want tol see for myself. I can get no report from the depart 
ment,” 
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No information is obtainable which shows whether this noted warrior 
ever reached Weston, but from the following telegram it is evident that 
he was not satisfied with conditions as he found them, On February 15th 
he wired Major General Crook asking his opinion about replacing Colonel 
Wilkinson, whom he deciared “unfitted for his position.” 

On Sunday, January 14th, James M. Corley, State Senator, arrived in 
Weston, reporting that 1,800 Confederates were reported in Greenbrier, 
Telegraph lines were eut between Weston and Bulltewn and at once fear 
grasped the entire region that another big raid was to be made. Wim. 
McKinley, Jr. Acting Assistant Adjutant General, wired Captain A, N. 
Thompson, in command of the detachment of Eighth Obico Volunteer 
Cavalry at Weston, to at once send out scouts and “ascertain the facts.” 
Coionel Wilkinson at the same time unable to communicate with Weston 
wired to Cumberland that “indication are that Weston is in the hands 
of the enemy,” and asked for sid. Sheridan replied that to send a 
“brigade of cavalry to operate in the mountains is to send it to destruc- 
tion.” in the meantime, however, fifteen days had elapsed and the 
enemy never materialized. 

Following the capture of Generals Crook and Kelley at Cumberland, 
Colonel Wilkinson on February 2ist ordered extra care to be exercised 
by the Weston post, directing that the “roada should be constantly 
patrolled and your scouts active.’ On March Ist he further wired 
Captain John C. Allen, commanding at Weston: 


“I have information that a band of rebels, under Captaing 
Sprigg and Tuning intend to attack Glenville tonight or tomorrow 
morning. A company will start from Bulltown for Glenville and 
You will send a cavalry scout of as near fifty men as practical so 
as te reach Glenville about daybreak tomorrow morning.” 


Early during this year, Elias Grimes, Ninth Regiment of Alabama, 
and John Cutlip appeared in the southern end of the eounty and each 
stole a horse and started for Virginia by way of Webster County. On 
the divide between Williams and Gauley rivers Grimes dismounted to 
adjust his saddle, placing his gun against a log. In remounting, the 
gun in some manner was discharged, killing him instantly. Grimes was 
buried there, far from home, and the occurrence so affected Cutlip that 
be returned the horses to their owners. 

Events were now transpiring that brought the long four years of 
strife to a close, and during the lull Just preceding this event is said 
te have occurred the last imeident of the local eceupation by troops, 
There was living at this time Dr. John L. Rhea, 2 physician-minister, 
whose home was near Flatwoods, but quite well known at Weston, and 
a frequent visitor. He had been a slave owner and was of pronounced 
Southern inclinations, and on a yisit to town was met on the street by 
& Federal soldier who shot himi withovt any warning whatever. The 
ball passed through his shoulder, into his mouth and knocked out several 
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teeth, lodged in the upper jaw, and it was only by some miracle that he 
was not killed, He was hurriedly taken to Frank Chalfant’s drug stere, 
where his wounds were dressed and the ball removed. He recovered 
subsequently to take up his usual oeeupation of ministering te the 
physical as well as to the spiritual welfare of the community. The 
soldier eseaped and for reasons not known no effort was made on the 
part of the military authorities to apprehend him. Following upon this 
soon came the announcement that Lee had surrendered and the military 
occupation of Lewis County was at an end. 

The last Federal troops ta occupy Weston were part of the Eighth 
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, which had seen considerable service in the 
operations in the Kanawha Valley. Among them were a number of 
veterans who had re-enlisted from the Forty-fourth Ohio, The local 
detachment appeared to be in direct charge of Liewtenant Lyman EH. 
Wood, commanding officer of Company B, reporting to Colonel WW. 
Owens, at Clarksburg. Lieutenant Wood (1942-1914) was 4 wative of 
Lansing, N. ¥., but enlisted at Osborn, Ohio, later married Mary Jack 
son, daughter of George A. Jackson, of Weston. The regiment was dis- 
charged at Clarksburg on July 30. Sergeant E. G, Minnick end Lieu- 
tenant Wm. H. Aspinall, members of the regiment, located at Weston 
and became the founders of well known local families, Other soldiers 
i who heeame citizens were George Ross (1642-1893); B. C. Arbuckle, 
Captain, Company C, Fourth West Virginia Volunteer Cavalry, and. 
Lieutenant J, W. Woffindin, Mr. Woffindin, whe was born in Leeds, 
England, in 1845, served undés Thomas and Sherman, twice wounded 
and a prisoner at Andersonville at the close of the war. He was one 
ef the founders of the Weston Democrat. 


CHAPTER NINE 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND CAMP CHASE 


With the beginning of the war the usual troubles began concerning 
loyalty and alleged assistance to one side or the other, Local residents 
were often arrested and examined before official boards, on no evidence 
whatever, and as a rule the signing of the oath of allegianee sufficed 
for the time being. But later many were arrested and sent to Camp 
Chase near Columbus, Ohio, either ax military or political prisoners. 
Others were ordered “through the lines” which early in the war mount 
beyond the Alleghenies and eastern Virginia. To have participated in 
either was, in nearly all cases, no real reflection either on the participant 
or the families thereof. 

When Tyler moved out of the county on his way to Gauley Bridge, one 
Samuel Clothier, of Weston, and his sons were impressed into service 
as teamsters and while in this duty were captured by a raid from 
Meadow Bluff. The father was sent to Richmond and the sons escaped, 
A court of inquiry being held, he testified that he was willing to take 
the oath of allegiance to the South; was s Democrat but voted againat 
secession; had never had anything to do with “the Wheeling Govern- 
ment,” and had voted for Jackson Arnold as a member of the Virginia 
Assembly. James Bennett, surveyor, and John Brannon, State Senator, 
appeared in his behalf along with Rev. Crock, a former Southern 
Methodist minister in Lewis County. They agreed that it would be 
policy to release Clothier; that it might help the Southern cause and 
they believed he would keep his oath. The judge advocate reeommended 
his release therein, as 2a “matter of mercy and good policy.” 

At the battle of Rich Mountain, Joseph and William Matthews, Wil- 
liam Schiefer, James B. Camp, and William #. Lively, of Weston, were 
captured, none being then in active service, General W. S. Rosecrans 
released them on parole. They afterwards joined the reguler service 
in the Confederate States Army. At the same time Dr, Washington 
Hillery was captured by the Confederates and sent to Staunton, it being 
claimed that he piloted the Federals to the top of the mountain. He 
appealed to Senator John Brannon, whe te Governor John Letcher repre- 
sented Hillery as “always a true Southern man and T am greatly sur- 
prised that any suspicion of unsoundness be attached to him.” Governor 
Letcher in tum informed President Jefferson Davis thet Dr. Hillery 
should be released, which was done. 

In the fall of 1861 a number, whose aames are not avilable, from 
Westen and the outlying districts were sent to Wheeling and Canxp 
Chase, several of whom had kinsmen in the Confederate service. This 
led to the following correspondence between Jonathan M. Bexmnett, 
Auditor of Virginia and the Confederate Secretary of War: 
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“Auditor's Office, Richmond, October 25, 1861. 
“Hon. J. P. Benjamin. 

“Sirs Many of the best men of Virginia, whose names I can 
furnish, are now confined in cow sheds near Columbus, Ohio, for 
the utterance of their politica) opinions in their native State, They 
number over 100 and no efforts appear to have been made by the 
Gevernment for their exchange or release. While such a great 
wrong remains unredressed there has been a “general jall de- 
livery” of Union defenders who have committed treason against 
Virginia by giving aid and comfort to the Pierpont government. 
An exchange between the military authorities of the two govern- 
ments of all political offenders is certainly legitimate and I merely 
state the facts that your better judgment may suggest the remedy. 
The sufferings of eur citizens taken from Virginia unarmed and 
only because of their political opinions are too great ta escape the 
immediate attention of all who have the means of redress, and 
l enter an earnest request that no further release snch ag the 
“Salem Jail Delivery” referred to shail be made until our friends 
held as hostages and for the purpose of exchange shall also he 
given up or released. 

“Yours truly, 
“7. MW. BENNETT, 
“Pirst Auditor, Virginia,” 


“War Department, Richmond, October 26, 1661, 
“J. M. Bennett, Bsq., 
“State Auditor, Richmond. 

“Sir: In answer te your letter of yesterday I can only say 
that nene can more deeply regret than I do the condition of all 
those not only of Virginia, but of other States, who have been 
seized by a despotic and unsernpulous pewer and incarcerated 
whether in cow sheds or in dungeons. It is, however, 2 well-known, 
fact that this Government has apared no effort to introduce a 
system of exchange of prisoners of war and that ite efforts have 
been hitherio unsuccessful. 

“The prisoners of whom you speak are net prisoners of wer. 
They are men not taken in arms. They are political priseners, 
and your proposal aeems te be that we shall hold m jail men con- 
vieted of no erime aa political prisoners; also that we shall imi- 
tate the loathaome practices of which you complain, and shall 
within our own Confederacy hold men in prison who are citizens 
of Virginia by mere arbitrary militery power far the purpose of 
exchanging them against those held under like clreumatences by 
the enemy. 
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“T am, therefore, compelled respectfully to decline your pro- 
posal to hold Virginians in prison until the enemy shall release 
other Virginians that he holds in prison. At the same time, I 
will cheerfully aid to the amount of my power in bringing to due 
punishment all traitors and other criminals, and will most heartily 
co-operate in any legitimate effort to relieve our fellow citizens 
imprisoned in this or other States whose wrongs and sufferings I 
deplore, but am powerless to remedy. 

“I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“J, P. BENJAMIN, 
“Acting Secretary of War.” 


“Auditor's Office, Richmond, November 4, 1861, 
“Hon. J. P. Benjamin, 
“Acting Secretary of War. 

“Sir: A few days’ absence from the eity has prevented me 
from noticing your letter of the 26th ult. until now. One brother 
in-law more than sixty years of age and eight or nina nephews 
and cousins held in custody by authority of the Governor of 
Ohio, charged with no offense, must be my apology for again in- 
truding myself upon your time and attention in their behalf, as 
well as in behalf of all those whom fortune has thrown in the 
power of the Federal Government. 

“The right of an exchange of political prisoners has been 
acknowledged by the Governor of Ohio, whe at the instance of 
Wise, released about thirty such for the release of Mr. Wagener, 
of Mason County, a member of the Wheeling convention, 

“In directing your attention to the matters which induced my 
former letter it is not necessary to allude to the dead, as in the 
case of poor Riffle, of Braxton County. He was a man of about 
sixty years of age and as it was supposed without an enemy, but 
nad voted for secession. For this act he was arrested, hand- 
euffed and his hands behind his back, and with a rope securely 
tied around his neck he was tied to a wagon and compelled to 
walk in its rear for ten miles in the direction of the prison de- 
signed for bis incareeration, until the Ohio Lieutenant without 
resistance on the part of Rifle, shat and killed him. From the 
horrora of this act, which is well authenticated, 1 am constrained 
to turn in sympathy toe the eondition of the living now confined 
in cow sheds near Columbus, Ohio, in all the wretchednass which 
hunger, nakedness and the neglect of their own Government ean 
infliet. They, too, may share the fate of Rifle. They number 
about 100 and are of the highest respectability, 

“Tt is not necessary to remind one whe all admit ia attentive 
te the public history and necessities of our affairs that there are 
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ladies in Wheeling if not in Washington indicted and retained as 
prisoners for no other offense than because with their own needles 
they made clothing for the brave young men who have since 
bravely and nobly fallen in our behalf, Are they cared for by the 
Gevernment? What steps have been taken for their relief? 
These existing cases are evidences pomting to the actual feeling 
with which a generous mind may contemplate the calamities of 
an enemy, and should call for every effort, retaliation included, 
for their relief. At least such is my opinion, and I trust will 
upon mature reflection be the opinion of your department, and a 
vigorous policy inaugurated in pursuance thereof. 

“Trusting that I may be excused for trespassing at so much 
length upon your time, I will close by mere suggesting that 
Governor Dennison has exchanged prisoners whom he affects to 
believe guilty of a erime for Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
political prisoners who are alike our enemies, and seeking to sub- 
vert the sovereignty of the State, and I cannot see that harm 
would grow out of an effort te make further exchanges. 

“T am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“3. M. BENNETT,” 


The information given in Jonathan M. Bennett’s letter in regard te 
the “Riffie Case” is only partly correct, and does not in any manner give 
the full details concerning the affair. 

Big Jim Rifle, as he was known around Weston, was @ resident of 
Braxton section and lived on the waters of the Little Kanawha River, 
and so far as known at no time did anything for which he could have 
received the punishment later given him. A party of Federal soldiers 
who took it for granted that everyene in that neighborhood was a 
“pnshwacker,” captured him and tied him with a rope to the rear of a 
wagon, and with guards on both sides of him, marched through Weston 
and out om the road te Buckhbarwon. Arriving at the foot of what is 
known es Buckhannon Mountain, the guards for some reason never 
known, shot him and threw his body over the bank, where he laid fer a 
day or so. Soldiers brought the bady to Westen in a wagon, and buried 
him in the river bank opposite the end of Third Street. Citizens objected 
so strenuously te that procedure that the post commander had the re- 
mains removed to the Arnold Cemetery at the head of Mein Street, but 
peor Riffie was not destined to He there in peace. After the war Gov- 
ernment mena, who came to remove the bodies of dead soldiers to the 
cemetery at Grafien, again exhumed the body and made it ready for 
shipment. When learning their mistake he was egain. given his fourth 
and last resting place. 

7. V. W. Meeks, of (Weston, a teamster, was captured at McDowell, 
Highland County, in April, 1842, and sent te Saulsbuiry Prison, N. ©, 

Jeseph Darr, Major, First Virginia Cavalry, acting as Preveat Mar- 
shal, on March 15, 1862, reported that he had released “on oath” the 


PRISONERS OF WAR AND CAMP CHASE oT 


meinen 


following prisoners from Lewis County: J. J. Keith, Harrison Lowther, 
William Lynch, H. T. Martin, William Meeks, Lewis Snyder and Addi- 
son Wyatt, ail of whom had bean confined at Wheeling or Camp Chase, 
He further reported that he had turned William Bennett and George 
Bastable over to the United States Marshal under indictment for alleged 
treasonable acts, 

Gneral Orders No, 20, Headquarters Middle Department, Eighth Army 
Corps, dated Baltimore, Mareh 28, 1863, created the “Fourth Separate 
Brigade and assigned te its command Brigadier General Benjamin S. 
Roberts. General Roberts established his headquarters at Weston and 
soon realized that people were not in sympathy with his ideas of mili- 
tary rule. He soon began to make war on resident sympathizers with 
the Southern cause, and also made no distinction with many men and 
women quite regardful of their obligation to the Union. This so touched 
the sense of honer of his own force that hq was soon charged with, 
making war on women and children instead of the Confederacy, On 
April 7th he outlined his policy in the following letter: 





Colonel W. H. Chesebrough, 
“Assistant Adjutant General. 

“Sir: IT have the honor to suggest te the commanding general 
ef the department the line of policy I wish to pursue in my regu- 
lation of the district of country embraced in my command toward 
that class of people who favor secession and the rebellion, and 
who are alike opposed te the new State government of western 
Virginia and the Federal Government of the Union. 

“This class is very much mere numerous than I had expected 
to find them, and are much mare dangerous here than they could 
possible be in open rebellion and in arms within the rebel lines. 
They harbor and shelter the guerrillas, and the rebel soldiers who, 
in disguise, pass inte our lines, bringing information, and return- 
ing with intelligence for our enamies, and carrying off horses and 
other property they steal from Union citizens, or that are aup- 
plied to them by the class who coneeal them, They are especially 
active at this time, and prompt and severe measures must be 
adopted to strike down this great mischief. The character of 
this country fevers this kind of brigandage, and the disleyal por- 
tions of the citizens whe claim te be neutrals Can, 48 a general 
thing, escape detection. 

“{ propese to compel this class to go beyend our Lines, making 
few exeaptions, if any, and to take with them their families, old 
and young, but not their property, or anything that could ald 
the rebels. I see neither humanity, justiee ner any wisdom tn 
permitting them to live under the protection af the new State 
government eof western Virginia, ar the Federal Government, 
while they withheld their allegiance to either, and cavertly aid the 
rebellion, vexing the loyal citizens, inflaming resentments, and 
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encouraging the raids of the guerillas in the destruction of their 
property, and in continuing the system of brigandage, planned 
by Governor Letcher at Richmond, for the overthrow of the new 
State government at Wheeling. 

"There is another class that should be sent at once into the 
enemy’s lines. The are the wives and familles of officers and 
soldiers in the Confederate aervice. They carvy information and 
supplies from point te point in these mountains where they meet 
their friends, and thus keep wp a channel of communication that 
can only be broken up by expelling them from the country, 

“Y have consulted with the prominent and most intelligent 
Union citizens in and about this region, and there is but one senti- 
ment among them, and that is that the measures I propose have 
become now a necessity. This is my undoubted conviction. 

“But I beg to suggest to the genera) commanding thet this 
policy should receive his sanction by a general order that shall 
make it uniform threnghout western Virginia, and if such order 
should emanate from Washington, its execution and effect would 
be still more beneficial. 

“t am, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

“KR, S, ROBERTS, 
“Brigedier General, Commanding.” 

In the latter part of May, ocevrred the noted “Imboden Raid,” during 
which Weston was surrendered without 2 struggle by the Federals, under 
General Roberts, who retired to Clarksburg. Immediately following the 
evacuation of the town by the forces of Imboden, General Roberts again 
oceupied the place and took up his headquarters at the home of Dr. W. 
J, Blend (now W. W. Brannon) on Center Street, and at that time occv- 
pied only by Mrs. Bland, as hed husband had seme time previous te 
this joined the Southern forces as a surgeon. 

it is related in a story that was never denied that after General 
Roberts had safely withdrawn hia men from Weston he asked for 
wolunteer to go back ta Westen and see what the people did, In this 
manner he hoped to secure some evidence that could be construed as 
unfriendly te the Federals. 

One Alien Snow volunteered, claiming that he knew the territory well, 
as also the people, returned to the town and was therein during the time 
oceapied by the Confederate troops. He then made wp a report te cover 
all the supposed Southern sympathizers. In some cases there may have 
been some slight truth, but in many no trath at all was in evidence. 
For instanee, he reported that one of the best known and most widely 
respected ladies in the town had gone in the street and waving a rebel 
flag, had cheered fer Jeff Davis. 

General Roberts at once set. te work to carry mto execution seme of his 
ideas expressed in the letters already shown and wholesale arrests, were 
to follow, im whieh most of the leading families suffered, although in the 
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majority of cases without any evidence whatever to sustain his charges. 
At that time the expedient was grasped to lay at their feet the responsi- 
bility for the success of the Imboden raid and in a measure shield him- 
self from the censure heaped upon him by thase higher in command for 
having deserted the vicinity at this time without so much as attempting 
any resistance. 

He at onee proceeded to send all who had any relatives in the South 
scross the lines, and those who had any sympathy with the South to the 
military prison called Camp Chase, located near Columbus. In aceord- 
ance with this plan, in a few days citizens of the county and town re- 
esived notices of which the following is a sample: 


“Headquarters Indept. Div, Med, Dep., 
“Provost Marshal's Office, May 16, 1863. 
“Sir: I have the honor to notify you that you will be sent to 
Camp Chase May 19, 1863. The charges againsy you are treason 
against the government of the United States. 
By order of Brigadier General B. 5. Reberts. 
“L. MARKBRIT, A. D, C,, Pro. Marshal. 
YG. cecspeccisicenagiumapeampemmest . and family. 
“The grown members of your family are included im this order 
and will be sent te Camp Chase.” 


There are no officia] reports available showing the names of all parties 
affected by this edict, but the order sending persons across the lines 
enumerated in the whole county about eighty persons and at Weston 
included among the number the following: 

Mrs. George 1. Davisson, Miss Englatine Morrow, Mrs. ©, 5. Hurley 
and three children, Mrs. G. J. Butcher and three children, Mrs. J. M, 
Bennett and four children, Mrs. James McGee and three children, Mrs. 
Mary Jackson and two children, Mrs. Flora Bailey and four children, 
Mrs. J. P. Jennings and five children, Misses Marcia Jennings, Eva and 
Emma Hoffman and Mrs. Amanda Bland Brannon (1863) and four 
children. 

Several whe had gone to eastern Virginia remained until the close 
ef the war, others returned after Roberts was relieved by General 
Averell on May 23rd. One of the participants writing in lester years, 
says: “I have a vivid recollection of that time, and af our ride ap the 
Valley of Virginia in ambulances on bags of corn, We were unloaded 
just at dark at Kernstown with nothing to eat and no place to sleep. 
The good people of this little village opened their hearts and doors and 
gave us shelter and shared their food. Many of the mothers slept on 
the floors.” 

The citizens who were to go to Camp Chase soon found their homes 
under guard and on the morning of the 19th of May the prisoners of 
war, e0-called, started for Clarksburg, the quartermaster’s department 
furnishing ambulances for the women end road wagons for the men, with 
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the exception of M. W. Harrison, who was allowed to use his horse to 
Clarksburg. 

Se far as can be ascertained the party included Dr. T. B. Camden, 
wife and children, Jesse, Harry and Riehard (ihe other members of the 
family had been sent out to the Harrison farm on Stone Coal and were 
overlooked); Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Darlington and son, Charles; Miss 
Done Lorentz (Mrs. Rev. Curtis); Miss Mary Snyder (Mrs. Charlies 
Alfred); Rev. and Mrs. Clawson, Mrs. Chas, Moore, A. A. Lewis, Rev. 
Pather O'Conner, Irving “Toke” Bailey, Matthew Harrison, Jahn Mor- 
row, Charles Post of near Walkersville; Thomas McKinley; “Tandy” 
Sprouse and Christian Whitehair, of Rush Run; Mrs. W. J. Bland, whe 
was sent to join a sister, Mrs. Gillings, at Zanesville, Ohio, and the 
party was later joined by Charlea Harrison, who had been captured by 
the Federals while in the Confedorate service, 

The party stopped at Lost Creek at noon and the night was spent in 
Clarksburg, the men being put in what was called “The Lurty House 
Prison.” The next day the trip was made to Wheeling, and early in 
the morning of the 2ist they were marched to the Atheneum, where a 
day and night was spent. On the 22nd Columbus was reached, and the 
party was marched out to Camp Chase, four miles from the city, White 
hair had deposited his money, in bills, in his shoes, and when he arrived 
at the entrance found that he had worn it into a pulp. Here the party 
was confined with about 700 other prisoners until June 17, 

On May 22, 1868, Brigadier General W. W. Averell was ordered to 
Weston in the following order: 


“Headquarters Eighth Army Corps, 
“Baltimore, Md., May, 186%. 
“Brigadier General W. W. Averell, U. 8. Volunteer. 

“General: You will proceed to Weston, in western Virginia, 
or wherever you may find Brigadier General B. S. Roberta, and 
relieve him of his command of the Fourth Separate Brigada of 
this Army Corps. Your command, however, is imtended to be, 
as far as can be made so, a mobile force 

“WM. A. CHESEBROUGH, 
“Asst. Adj. General.” 


General Averell reported about the 28rd and waa very popular with 
local people regardless of their personal inclinations. Seon after he 
assumed command petitiens were gotten up asking for the release of 
these prisoners, signed by parties of all sides, which were forwarded 
to the War Department and to Governor Boreman ati Wheeling, They 
were released on a parole and several of them made their way to Bridge- 
pert, Ohio, where they were met by P. M. Hale, then member of the 
Legislature, who took them before Governor Boreman and made arrange- 
ments for thelr safe return home. All were required to subscribe te 
the documents of which the following is a saraple: 
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“No, 914 Headquarters Camp Chase, Ohio, June 17, 1863. 

“Before the subscriber, Commanding Post, this day came 
ee a and took and subscribed the 
following oath: 

a rsretrentccrssisteannserrrrosmneneetninciniennny SlOMMY and voluntarily 
swear that I will support and protect. and defend the Conatitation 
and Government of the United States against all enemies whether 
domestic or foreign, and that I will bear true faith, allegiance 
and loyalty te the same, any ordinance, resolution or law of any 
State Convention or Legislature, to the contrary notwithstanding: 
and further that I do this with a foul determination, pledge and 
purpose without mental reservation or evasion whatever, and 
further that I will uphold and defend the Government of Virginia 
as vindicated and restored by the Convention which assembled at 
Wheeling, on the lith day of June, 1861, and will neither dircetly 
or indirectly give aid or information te the enemies of the United 
States, and will not advocate or sustain either in public or private, 
the cause of the so-called Confederate States, se help me God, 


“Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of June, 
1868, 
“EDWIN L. WEBBER, 
“Major, Commanding Post." 
Attached was: 


“AU guard, lines, posts and stations will pass safely 
” 


Then followed description: 


Complexion Hair Height Eyes Age Whiskers 
Dark Bik. 6ft.8in. Gray 33 Bik. 
“This pass being given with the understanding that if the 
party receiving it be found hereafter in arms against the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or aiding or abetting its enemies, the 
pensity is death. 
“EDWIN L. WEBBER, 
“Major, Commanding Post.” 
Then followed: 


“Headquarters Camp Chase, Ohio, near Columbus, 
“Sune 17, 1863. 
“Pursvant to orders from the Seeretary of War, dated June 13, 
Se ee ee ne » resident of Weston, 
Lewis County, W. Va. and prisoner at this post, after having 
taken and subscribed to the accompanying oath of allegiance ta 
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the United States and West Virginia, is hereby released from 
confinement and conditioned that he remain in Ohio until the war 
is over, Unless the executive of West Virginia give him permission 
te retern, 
(Signed) “EDWIN L. WEBBER, 
“Major, Commanding Post.” 
Then Governor Boreman attached: 


“Executive Department, Wheeling, W. Va. 
MOTTE AURA) RU crac cecrccor ote aaeecicovnsnepmntteas yeeros stcleSsieinseliresrr1 . is 
permitted te go to his homd@ in Lewis County and remain, he 
giving a recognizance with good security, in a penalty of $1,000 
with condition to be of good behavior during the war. 
“A. I, BOREMAN, Governor.” 


Among the names of “prisoners of war” sent te Camp Chase appears 
thet of John Morrow, at that time the clerk of the county court of 
Lewis, His case aroused widespread interest because of his prominence 
and his physical condition, He was born in Hagerstown, Maryland, in 
1813, and had located in Weston in 1844. In 1828 he married Rebecca 
Lorentz (2823-1911) of a promiment local family. On May 9, 1849, he 
was elected clerk of the county court. On May 10, 1863, his name was 
posted at headquarters slong with others to be arrested and deported. 
it waa ascertained that he waz then, and had been for some weeks, very 
ili and his case was presented to General Reberts, No change was made 
and the authorities were compelled to take him in a wagon to Clarka- 
burg. His wife, a daughter, Bird, a son, John, Jr, were left in Weston, 
and daughters, Englatine and Mrs. George I. Davisson, were sent east 
with parties inte Virginia. The rest of the prisoners, after experiences 
related arrived in Columbus. No ambulances were provided and Mr. 
Morrow, with blistering feet, was compelled to wali to Camp Chase, 
Here was transferred to the hospital section. About this time he wrote 
the following letter to Miss Landonia Lorentz, a relative, in another 
section of the prison called “No. 3°: 
“Camp Chase, Prison No. 2. 
“Dear Cousin: I drop you this note to let you know that I am 
boarding at Uncle Sam’s hotel in Camp Chase. My fare is batter 
than I expected, and only for the separation from my family and 
my bad health I could be satisfied with my condition. When I 
think of my family and many other dear friends that I am sepa-~ 
rated from, it is more than I can bear, hence it is thet I try to 
: think about them as little as possible, Remember me kindly to 
Mrs. Moore, Mra, Darlinten, Mrs. Camden, Mrs. Clawson and Miss 
: Clewsen end Miss Snyder, also all the dear little children who are 
: 80 unfortunate as to have to be in prison. Write me soon one and 
: all and let ma hear from you concerning your health, etd, 
“Your affectionate friend, 
“JOBN MORROW.” 
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Dr. Thomas Camden, surgeon of the Ninety-second Virginia Militia, 
and later post surgeon at Weston, writing in later years, says: 


“John Morrow wanted me to attend him at the hospital, where 
he was confined as I had at home, but the authorities would not. 
let me. I did, however, visit him and saw that he was going down. 
The hospital was an up and down shanty, like our quarters, with 
no conveniences and no regular nurses, only a few prisoners who 
were assigned to look after the sick. There was no dieting for 
the sick. From the surroundings he soon became delirious. In 
consultation with our friends we thought it best to telegraph to 
his wife. She came and got permission to take him out and took 
him to Columbus, where he died, June 30, 1863.” 








CHAPTER TEN 
THE GUERRILLA AND LOCAL STRIFE 


The term “guerrilla” was applied to all persems and bands who were 
members of a common sect whe knew no allagiance to either North or 
South, and as a rule had no military connections whatever with any law- 
ful military organization. They were se numerous during the war that 
life was made a veritable reign of terror for the non-combatants ag well 
as combatants, equally despised by hoth sides, they waged a constant 
depredatory war on the partisans of beth sides. Many citizens fre- 
quently had ta leave their homes at night to take refuge in the woods 
and several shocking murders were committed under the thinly veiled 
guise of militery necessity. 

Captain William Lieb, a quartermaster lecated at Clarksburg, in his 
work, “Nine Months a Quarterniaster, or A Chanee to Make a Million,” 
has this to say of this class: 


“The bushwackers are composed of a class of men who are 
neted for their ignorance, duplicity and dishonesty; whose vices 
and passions peculiarly fit them for the warfare in which they are 
engaged. He sallies forth with the stealth of a panther and lies 
in wait for the straggling soldier, courier or citizen and to whom 
the only warning is the sharp click of his deadly rifles. He killy 
fox the sake of iilling and plunders for the sake of gain, Parties 
under the cover of darkness steal inte a neighborhood, enter the 
residences of loyal citizens, rob stores, tan yards and farm houses 
of everything they can put to use, especially arms, ammunition, 
leather, clothing and salt.” 


The southwestern section af Lewis County was often visited by such 
@ command under one “Bill” Parsons, from Reane County, who acquired 
the title of “Devil BIL” Even in these bands families were often 
divided. About this time “Haymond's Rangers” as locally known, came 
inte being in the Braxton region. Part of this command to which was 
attached one John Rifle and a man named Foley, attacked Wm. DePolt 
and Henry Brooks, army couriers, at Wines Gap, killing the first named. 
Brooks, whe was wounded, made his escape. Soon after this James 
Flesher, of Weston, was killed m the same service and Milton Cutright 
severely wounded. A total stranger toe all the community was killed 
on Ol Creek. 

Within the county there soon appeared an organization of so-called 
“Home Guards,” locally called “Pierson’s Rangers,” under the leader. 
ship of William G. Pierson. With apparent headquarters at Bam Hog- 
sett's Tavern at Jacksonville, and under the leadership of 2 heretofore 
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peaceful citizen, this command was dastined to keep the county in a 
state of unrest for some time. 

The southern end of the county embraced among its settlers a large 
number of people who were either directly or indirectly connected with 
the families of the Valley of Virginia. It was but natura! that a leaning 
should be found toward the Confederacy, and was the cause of the com- 
munity being called “Little Dixie.” This coupled with the uncertainty 
of the “Independent State of Webster” caused the military authorities 
to attempt to close the pass from upper waters of the West Fork ta the 
Little Kanawha and Webster County. 

A. small entrenchment was thrown up on the farm of James Pickens 
near the present village of Duffy, and it was called “Fort Pickens.” 
Today only some scattered stones mark the site. The place was then 
garrisoned by Company A of the Tenth Virginia Regiment (Federals), 
whe remained there for several months. 

On the evening of October 19, 1841, some six or seven from this com- 
pany left the camp. If by any authority no record was ever made of it 
by the commanding officer. On the Bulltown road by some prearrange- 
ment this party was met by Pierson, and a like number of men who had 
no affiliation with any army organization. 

At nightfall this combined party entered the village of Jacksonville 
and took as prisoners Porter M. Arnold, William Brake, the owner of 
a small hotel, and William Francis, all peaceful citizens. With these 
men in front the party marched up the Walkerville road to a point 
where a lane intersects with the main road at the home of the late 
George I. Davissen. 

Without warning the local men opened fire. Brake was instanthy 
killed, Francis fell 2s though hit, but in some manner was missed, 
Arnold started to run, but with a second volley, fell with some thirteen 
wounds. Francis at once got up and ran for his life, making his escape, 
and finally reached Westen where he notified W. E. and George Jackson 
Arnold, brothers of the wounded men, and Henry Brannon, & broather- 
in-law, who took steps to send medical assistance. 

Pierson and his followers at once marehed on up the pike to the home 
of George Blair, near what is now Crawford. Approaching this heme, 
one of the party knocked. As Blair appeared at the door with a lamp 
in his hand, a volley was fired, killing him instantly. 

Dr. T, B. Camden, with a cavalry escort furnished by Captain Rowand, 
then in command at Weston, set out for Jacksonville, arriving about 
dark. He found the community terrorized, fearing that Plersen and 
his men would return that night. The house was placed under guard 
and such medical assistance as could be given Arnald was administered, 
But he was so badly wounded thet he died on the 22nd of November, 
during which time Dr. Camden visited him about eight times in the 
faee of warning not to do ae. 

Governor Pierpont, when informed of the affair, immediately issued 
the following proclamation: 
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“WHEREAS information has been laid before me that on the 
20th of October, 1861, William Brake and George Blair, résidents 
of the County of Lewis, were murdered under circumstances of 
great atrocity, and William G. Pierson, Enoch Ounningham and 
Christian Simon are charged with said offense; 

“NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Francis H. Pierpont, Governor of 
Virginia, as authorized by law de hereby offer a reward of Three 
Hundred Dollars for the apprehension and securing in jail of tha 
said William G. Pierson, Enoch Cunningham and Christian Simon, 
or One Hundred Dollars for the arrest of any oue of them. 

“P, H. PIERPONT, 


“Governen. 
“John Hagans, Secretary. 
“November 20, 1861. 
“DESORIPTION : 
“WW, G. Pierson, blacksmith, heavy built, light complexion, age 


about 45. 

“Enoch Cunningham, rather slender, light complexion, age 
about 24 years. 

“Christian Simon, dark complexion, bad eountenance, abeut 24 
years old.” 


The Wheeling Intelligencer of December 9th carried a letter setting 
forth that there had been considerable trouble in the Jacksonville region 
prior to this affair, A supply train had been fired upen, on Imboden, 
Mountain, and several horses killed. A small command under Ben 
Haymond and J..E. Hays later made a raid into the section securing 
some 80 horses. An attack was also made on a man named Mulvey, 
whe had a son in the Thirty-firat Virginia Confederate Infantry. In 
the struggle Owen, o son, was killed. 

After the issuance of the above proclamation, Pierson and poasibly 
the others were arrested and taken to Buckhannon. From Buckhannon 
on November 28, 1861, Pierson wrote a public letter im which he seta 
forth that “we are in jail on these false charges’ largely because of 
information of Owen F. Francis, of Weston, an alleged Southern man, 
it is alleged that he had been sent as a guide by Rosecrans to arrest all 
the men named, and they were shat because they resiated, it being well 
known that they were all secessionists. “Canningham and Simon are 
soldiers and are in the service of the Tenth Virginia Regiment. We 
are Union men and expect to live and die so, What we have dene we 
can show clean hands for and will da so," be continues, and closes with 
“«e only appeal to our Government for protection." His letter, how- 
ever, neglects to tell how and where he seemred the balance of his com- 
panions and bow the actions ef Arnold, Blair and others constituted 
resistance. There were enough troons te have officially arrested any one 
in the community in daylight if it was found needful te do sa, 
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The Intelligencer, December 23rd, contains a long letter signed by 
“Reliable” from Weston. In the main it is fair; revolves around the 
consideration of the loyalty of the men attacked and killed, as well as 
a desire that Pierson should be tried by the civil authorities as well as 
military. It is cited that Pierson was a local citizen and had no con~ 
nection whatever with the military system, but after his arrest that 
the military officers demanded that he be turned over to them because 
some soldiers were connected, 


Some weeks before Pierson had appeared at Jacksonville with army 
wagons and four horses which he alleged had been given him by 
General Rosecrans. With him on the night of the attack was Captain 
Tomlinson, William J. Smith, Christian Simon, R. B, Curry, Enoch 
Cunningham, “and a rather straggler from the Fifth Ohio, who happened 
to be in the camp of Home Guards at that time under Captain Will 
Tomlinson.” 


“Tt is bub proper to mention that Curry, Cunningham and Simon did 
no shooting,” the letter continues. Commenting on the political sitmation 
the writer says, “for at the Bennett storehouse precinct we were nearly 
equally divided and all secessionists were out at the polls, while many 
Union men stayed at home.” Wm. Brake voted for the Union, Porter 
M. Arnold, Owen T. Francis and George Blaix were for seceding. “But 
neither were known to be guilty of any overt acts, To say the least the 
killing of Brake, Arnold, Blair and Heater in the manner it was done 
hes brought disgrace and ruin to the Union cause here. It sayors too 
much of barbarism.” 

Judge Mathew Edmiston, assisted by local citizens, took the status 
of this organization to courb, but nothing was ever done. As an indi- 
cation of lecal conditions existing within the next few years it may be 
citud that in a report to the first Legislature, by a committee, it is 
stated, “That Lewis County has no sheriff because of the ‘danger inci- 
dent thereto,” and it is Httie wonder that unwarranted events happened 
even in the face of a popular feeling otherwise. 


Pierson for the next few years was never seen without being armed. 
In 1853 he came near being rich, but did not know it, and unwittingly 
passed up the opportunity. The Exchange Bank desired to send soma 
money te Clarksburg and various ways and means ‘were considered by 
which to execute this and not have the stage met and held up by seme 
of the bands then quite active. Someone finally suggested the expedient 
of sending zome boy with a buggy and put the money under the seat, 
believing that no one would think of him being put in charge of any- 
thing of value. Accordingly an old buggy wes procured and the late 
John §. Camden (1851-1923), of Parkersburg, a boy of twelve, was 
started out with it. He was selected because he often made tripe to 
the home of an unclé, Thomas Bland, at Jane Lew, te which place Pier~ 
son hsd moved from Jacksonville after the alleged killing of J, A. Meek, 
and threatening the life of J. W. Simms and others who opposed him, 
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A short distance below Weston, Pierson appeared, much to young 
Camden’s discomfiture, and stopping hirn asked to ride with him to Jane 
Lew, which request he readily granted. Pierson alighted a short dis- 
tance from his home and went around back of his residence by a ofr 
euitous route through a corn field. The youthful messenger, greatly 
relieved made his trip to Clarksburg withont further trouble. 

In August, 1868, Captain J, C. Wilkinson’s company of State troops 
was mustered in at Weston. Among the members was Ederin Davisson, 
& young man then aged 18, a brother of the late Captain George I. 
Davisson, of Jacksonville. A few days after a muster of this company, 
Pierson met Davission along the county road and proceaded to assault 
him without any provocation whatever. This created a stir in local cir- 
eles and an appeal was made to the local authorities to take some action, 

About this time the Sixth Virginia (Federal) was located at Weston 
and among the men was one Samuel Knight, a native of Marion County. 
He was a whole-souled, good-hearted man and while located at Waston 
was universally liked by every one, including the small boys with whom 
he would play marbles. After the attack on Davisson he declared he 
would lick Pierson. The latter soon received the word and came to town 
to see what sort of a man would thua defy him. They met in front of 
the Bailey House, and the Weston Hawkeye, in 1886, speaking of the 
encounter, says “Knight is the self same gentleman who paid big respects 
to the noted Bill Pierson by giving him a first-class thrashing for having 
taken undue advantage on one of our town boys, Ed Davisson, No local 
physician could be secured to give medical aid to Plerson so he somgint 
easé in the barrel of water by Benjamin Prichard’s forge on Second 
Street, and left quicker than he came.” 

For some time after this Knight was stationed at the Stone Coal 
bridge at Maxwell's as a sentry and for years there hag existed cut 
in the timbers this silent reminder: 


“Samuel Knight 
Co, E. @ Reg. Va. 
Nov. 7, 1863, 
it is dam ecld tonight,” 


Pierson from “Jane Lew, Lewis County, June 24, 1864," wrote Colonel 
N, Wilkinson, at Clarksburg, as follows: 


“Sir: I have just returned from a twelve days’ scout in the 
counties of Lewis, Braxton and Nicholas, and find that in the 
county of Nicholas, Lieutenant Long, of Company I, Seventeenth. 
Virginia (rebel) Cavalry, is there with forty-five or fifty men, 
without herses and mostly withont arms, and those armed are 
only with revelvers. Captain Tuning, rebal, in Braxton, hee 
eighteen men in same condition. Lieutenant Skinner, of Captain 
Waldo’s company, bas nine, and another equad of fifteen, come 
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mander unknown, besides many stragglers, Our State Guards 
are of little use and our country is in great danger of being 
robbed and plundered of all our horses and property. Now, I 
propose for your consideration, a plan I think best. Give me 
fifteen or twenty men such as I may select from the Tenth (W.) 
Virginia Regiment, Captain Rollyson and Captain Wilkinson’s 
Stete Guards, and give me 4 reasonable compensation and I will 
go at onee and rid the country of them. There are men anxious 
to go with me. I would make my headquarters at Jane Lew and 
make stolen marches upon them thai would exterminate them. 
There should be a company placed at Weston or Bulltown to asaist 
me and that is enough. It is better there than 2 whole regiment 
of strange troops. I desire you to make the proposition to the 
authorities, and ask their consideration before it is too late for 
us and let me know soon what can be done. 
“Your most obedient servant, 
W. G. PIERSON.” 


“(Piret Endorsement) 
‘Headquarters Forces West of Piedmont, Department. of 
West Virginia, 
“Clarksburg, W. Va., June 27, 1864. 
“Respectiully forwarded: 

“Now that troops are being entirely withdrawn from Lewis, 
Gilmer, Wirt and Wood counties (late occupied by the companies 
of the Eleventh Virginia Infantry), the inhabitants will suffer 
seyerely from depredations of the outlaws. If Company 1, Sixth 
Virginia Infantry, at Green Springs Run and Company G, Sixth 
Virginia Infantry, at New Creek, could be sent there such dispasi- 
tion could be made of them as would check the marauding of these 
rebel squads and tranquilize the country which is now in a consid- 
erable state of uneasiness. Mr. Pierson is a seout, duly appointed 
by Major General Siegel and is an energetic, reliable Union man, 
pertectiy familiar with the counties adjoining Braxton, ete, 

“N. WILKINSON, 
“Colonel, Commanding.” 


“(Second Endorsement) 
“Weadquarters, Cumberland, Md, June 30, 1864. 
“Respectfully returned te Colonel Wilkinson: 

“The necessity of there being treops in Braxton and the counties 
referred te by Colonel Wilkinson ia well understood, but at pres- 
ent the services of the Sixth West Virginia Infantry spoken of, 
cannot be dispensed with in their present locality, The request of 
Mr. Pierson that a detail be made and placed under his command 
for the purpose of scouting in the before mentioned counties, can- 
not be considered as detaila of thie kind are contrary to ali regu- 
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lations, Soldiers cannot be placed under the command of a citi- 
zen. Mr. Pierson must therefore confine his operations to his 
legitimate business as a citizen scout. 
“By order Brigadier General Kelley: 
“CO. &. FREEMAN, 
“Lieutenant and Acting Asst. Adj. General.” 


On the evening of September 19, 1864, three men appeared at a farm 
house on Skin Creek and asked for supper. The host was informed that 
they were on an important mission that meant something to the entire 
country, but to make no mention of their passage. In the night they 
ervossed Stone Coal and went down Hackers Creek. 

The morning of the 20th dawned finding Pierson in his home, He 
arose and went out on the rear porch to wash, and as he appeared a 
shot was fired, apparently coming from within a corm field. Death was 
almost instantaneous and for some hours no one could be persuaded to 
go near the house, until] one Sib Henline appeared. Henline later 
asserted that some folks started up Hackers Creek and found on a 
stone the following serawied words, “Don’t follow us or you will get 
what Pierson got.” Pierson’s body was interred in the Harmony Church 
eometery. He was at the time of his death forty-seven years of age, 

Within a fow weeks James Pullin, a native of thé Oi Creek com- 
munity disappeared and was later reported to be in Ohio, Jt was alleged 
that he had figured in this affair or knew who had. Yn the early part 
of 1866 he reappeared at Bushs Mill (Roanoke) and in February his 
body was found by the side of the ridge road between Jacksonville and 
Arnold, at the head of a drain that empties into Oil Creek, The records 
in the county clerk’s office simply set forth the death as follows: “James 
Pullin, age forty years three months, murdered February, 1866, Lucinda 
Pullin, wife of BD. informant.” Thus another chapter was added to the 
already long list of tragedies. 

Two parties alleged to have been involved im bis desth were arrested, 
a great deal of testimony taken, but as the evidence was largely circum- 
Staptial they were released. One of them removed to Iowa and im 1916 
was shot and killed by 2 son. 

Before the war, Pierson had been a blacksmith, and a law-abiding 
citizen. Two song served with honor in the Army of the Confederacy 
and bis father, Jonathan Pierson, and his brothers were noted for their 
good citizenship and fine character, and descendants are today aceupying 
positions of trust, It simply was one of those cases in which war 
ghanged the heart of man and was but one of many such changes which 
eccurved throughent thst unfortunate period when brother fought 
brother, and fathers met sons on the field of battle in deadly strife. 
And, like may be said of the victims. No military necessity was served, 
hor did auch require their removal. The first vietim was @ non-com- 
batent; a peaceful citizen, and the second, it is said, had) just been 
granted a captaincy in the Thirty-first Virginia, and like his kinsman of 








GUERRILLA WARFARE AND LOCAL STRIFE 1it 





the battle of Bull Run, and in keeping with those of 1776 and 1812, he 
might have attained distinction on the field of battle had not fate and 
the turmoil of local strife eut short his career. 

During the winter of 1864-5, bands of these organizations continued 
to harass local citizens and in the early part of 1865 demands were made 
upon the military authorities then in charge that some action be taken 
to stop their depredations. 

This was followed by the issuance of the following orders: 


“Clarksburg, W. Va., 

“Friday, March 3, 1865, 10:46 p. m. 

“Lieutenant Colonel H. C. Rizer, 
“Commanding Buckhannon. 

“Send without delay forty men mounted, of Company A, First 
West Virginia Cavalry, with five days’ rations and three days’ 
short forage, to Weston, from whence they will proceed with 
cavalry, there to Glenville, and beyond thoroughly scouting that 
county and driving or killing the guerrillas now infesting it. A 
force from Kanawha Valley of our troops will be in the counties 
beyond and moving this way. The force you send should reach 
Arnolds by Saturday night. 

“N. WILKINSON, Commanding.” 


“Clarksburg, W. Va., 
“March 3, 1865, 10:15 p. m. 
“Sommanding Officer, 
“Westen, West Virginia. 

“You will have forty men mounted with five days’ rations and 
three days’ short forage ready to proceed with like number on 
their arrival from Buckhannon te Glenville, and heyond to 
thoroughly scout that county and drive or kill the guerrillas now 
infesting it. If possible yours and the force from Buckhannon 
should reach Arnolds Saturday night. 

“N. WILKINSON, 
“Colonel, Commanding Brigade.” 





CHAPTER ELEVEN 


LEWIS COUNTY CITIZENS IN THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES ARMY, 


With the opening of hostilities between the States local citizens wha 
sympathized with the Southern cause did not hesitate to at once take 
action looking toward rendering such assistance av possible. As the 
frst this was done openly, but as the final result shows, without any 
great degree of success. 

On April 22, 1861, N. J. Coplin, of Clarksburg, ecoramanding the One 
Hundred and Thirty-cighth Regiment of Virginia Militia, in company 
with John S. Hoffman, a kinsman of many in Lewis County, and later 
colonel of the Thirty-first Virginia, addressed a letter to Governor Jolm 
Letcher asking that steps be taken to arm all citizens in this region whe 
were favorable to the South, 

On April 29th, Governor Letcher submitted to the Executive Council 
the nares of several suggested officers for the volomtesr service of the 
State, and among them Francis M. Boykin, Jr, of Weston, as a “Major,” 
Mr. Boykin, as has been noted, was active in the local Virginia Militia. 
He was a son of “General” Francis M. Boykin, of Accomac Cownty, a 
graduate of Virginia Military Institute in the clasa of 1856. Dr. John 
W. Bosworth, of Philippi, 2 classmate, deseribes him as “a genial, 
social and companionable gentleman,” who heeame lieutenant colonel ot 
the Thirty-first Virginia and in later years a merchant in Richmond, 
At the time he was a private tutor for the children af Robert J. Me- 
Oandlish, cashier of the branch of the Exchange Bank at Weston. 

On April 30th, Robert BE. Lee wrete Major Boykin as follows: 


“Major F. M. Boykin, Jr., 
“Virginia Volunteers, Weston, W. Va. 

“You are desired to take measures to muster into the service of 
the State such volunteer companies as may offer thelr services for 
the protection of the northwestern portion of the State, Assume 
command, take post at or near Grafton, etc. * * * To enable 
you to supply any deficiencies in arms in the companies, 200 
muskets of the old pattern, flint-locks, will be forwarded by 
Colonel! (Thomas J.) Jackson. JI regret no other arms are at 
present for issue. 

“Years respectiully, 
R. BE. LEE, Major General, Commanding.” 


On May lith, BR. EB. Lee, in a letter te Major Boykin at Grafion, saya: 


“Your letter of the 7th has just been recelved, and 1 regret to 
learn thet the prospeet of assembling the Wirginia forces at 











pS 
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COLONEL ALFRED H, JACKSON, 


LEWIS CITIZENS IN CONFEDERATE ARMY Lig 
: 


Grafton is so unfavorable. You must, however, persevere and 
eall out companies from the weil affected counties and march te 
Grafton, or such other point as you may select.” 


It is to be seen from the foregoing that the task confronting the man 
upon whom fell the responsibility of organizing the Confederate forces 
in this region was no light one. We secure mare information concerning 
the recruiting for both sides from the following statements by Theodore 
FP. Lang, Major of the Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, who early in 1861 
was designated ag recruiting agent for the Third Virginia Infantry to 
be commanded by Colonel David T. Hewes, of Clarksburg: 


“My success as recruiting officer depended upon circumstances, 
I will relate my experience at Weston 25 miles south of Clarks- 
burg. Heing well acquainted there, I naturally expected 5 hearky 
welcome, and an easy time in securing ¢ full company. Accord- 
ingly, I distributed printed circulars through the town, calling 
for a general meeting at the court house. This so incensed some 
of the local officers who were favorable ta Governor Letcher, that 
they waited on me with official importance and told me 1 eould 
not hold my Intended meeting in the court house, and that if I 
attempted to enter it for such a purpose, my arrest would soon 
follow, and in place of the court house I would find myself in the 
county jell, I challenged their authority to interfere with so 
small a part of the United States as a4 recruiting officer, and the 
meeting wag held and no interference offered. 

“T made a speech to the audience, which filled every part of 
the room, and then ealled for volunteers, when twenty goad loyal 
men signed the roll, Soon after, I procured the services of a tifer 
and a drummer, and treated the town to a parade. I then secured 
transportation and with colors flying, left for Clarksburg with 
my recruits, much to the indignation of the secession elerment, and 
the gratification of the loyal men, and that event proved to he 
only the introduction that finally secured 760 men fo the eredit: of 
Westen and Lewis County to the Union cause, The Confederates 
were not sa successful.” 


THE THIRTY-FIRST VIRGINIA INFANTRY, 


tm the very beginning one of the most conapicuous Southern leaders tn 
Weston was Alfred Henry Jackson, a young lawyer, who heeame the 
highegt ranking officer in the Confederate Agmy, who was an actual 
resident of Lewis County at the time. He was a son of Captain George 
Washington and Hettie Taylor Jackson, of Waston, and wes born ia 
MeConnelsville, Obio, January 1, 1836, where his father bad settled 
shortly after his retirement from the U. S. Army at the close of the 
War of 1812. 
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In 1884 he entered Washington College, at Lexington, Virginia, now 
Washington and Lee, graduating with honors. Tt is of interest to here 
note that as the head of his class, he delivered an addreas that attracted 
widespread attention because of the reference to the state of mind that 
then existed in regard to internal affairs of the country, and im later 
years, when he entered the valley at the head of the Thirty-First Vir- 
ginia Infantry, the Lexington papers recalled to the public mind the 
prophecies that had been made in young Jackson’s address in 1857. 

In November, 1858, he married Mary Blair Paxton (1841-1918). Te 
this union were born twe daughters, Ea Bennett, who married Dr, 
Mathew Edmiston, of Weston, and Mary, who matried Blaine Taylor, of 
Elkins. Leaving his law practice and duties as Deputy United States 
Marshal, he ai once set out to veerult a company for the State service. 
mostly from the Skin Creek region, where Southern inclinations were 
mere pronounced. The result was a company known as “Captain Alfred 
Jackson's Company of Light Infantry” designated as the “Lewis 
Bangers.” 

The information concerning the company ia very meager, only a few 
gheets of the rosters being in existences. The company was enrolled 
for active service at Skin Orcek (Hall's store) on June 2, 1861, and 
marched 57 miles, anrived at Huttonsville, Randolph County, on June 8th. 

Here it way mustered in by Major Boykin as Company I, Thirty-fivst: 
Virginia infantry. He says in his comment on the roll that “eleven 
men under command of the captain succeeded in getting pussession of 
49 of the old flint-lock rifles sent to Weston soon after the Jehn Brown 
raid and which were brought from Weston under cover of the night om 
Jane 2nd. Fifty-two of the men met at Ball's stere and were com- 
pelled tq leave secretly and immediately. A few have country rifles 
but no outfits of any kind.” 

The few subsequent muster sheets carry but little information. One 
dated December 31, after the first field engagement signed by James 
G. Galvin, senior second Heutenant commanding, says, “This company 
marched 22 miles commanded by First Lieutenant W. B. McNemar, and 
was engaged in the fight on the 12th of December on Allegheny Moun 
tain. We went into the charge gallantly, losing five men wounded in- 
cluding Lieutenant McNemar, in the first volley and six more during 
the remainder of the fight.” One dated Camp Berryville, October 1, 
1862, signed by Colonel Johs S, Hoffman, beara the notation, “dropped 
frem the roll five men for taking the oath while prisoners.” Another 
dated December 31, 1862, says, “left camp below Cedarville in the 
Valley November Zist, and marched to camp near Port Boval, and was 
in battle of Fredericksburg om December 31st.” 

Private Dexter Neale, after about a year's service, was detached and 
sent to Parkersburg, where he organized 2 company that became Com- 
pany G, Twentieth Virginia Cavairy, and of which he served as cap- 
tain. Of the entire company only eight reported at Apramatton, and 
of this number D. O. Wellen, of Burnsville, is possibly the sole surviver. 


CO  — 
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COMPANY “T"=J1ST VIRGINIA INFANTRY 














NAME Age Rank 
%% | Captain 
27. | Captain 

2f fst Lt, 

hat La. 

25 2ad Li, 

20 ist Li 


June 2, 186% 
June 2, 1861 


Enrolled 


dune 4%, 1861 


June 2, i863 
June 4, 1864 


Tune 2, 186% 


Fe} p20 


2, 
2, 
3, 
2 

2, 


gti 1B, 1869 





REMARKS 





Appeinted Adj. General on T. J. Jackson's 


wanied lat Bex Ost, 30, 1863 to 
Sate bor Mer at 


epaamenlnne Bahk 1862. Killed June 27, 1862, 
Asaumed es Nov. 12 aad Dee, 13, 


18Bl. Wounded. 
Sgt. eleoted. tet Lt. Deo, 6, 1861. Wounded 
Adlogbeny 28. 


by Ay 


Sorrendered at Appomattos, 
Wounded Deo. 13, 1861. 


-| Captured. 


Died of wounds received in action at White 
Wounded, 
Wounded Dec. 13, i864; died Allegheny 


Lost left aye lo battle near Lynchburg, 
Captured. 


Killed in battle. 
se tf Manassa, Sig. 29, 18602, 


-| Wounded twies. 


Wounded. Cedar Mt, Aug. 9, 
Wounded Rllecheny’ Dee’ 18, 185 eet 


Killed March 25, Sei dioutar ot Fiok 
Steadman, 


Wounded Des, 13, 1861, ab 4 
Wonnied Dorie: iiel'st allcahens, 


Wounded Agnil 13, 1882. 


Wounded Deo. 13, 1861 at Allegheny, 
Wounded near Wartentan, Aug. 31, 1802, 


Died of wounds received in ection eemr 
Riek : 


Wounded. 
Wounded aud captured, 


— 
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COMPANY “1"~218T VIRGINIA INFANTRY—Continued 














* 1881 
z 1gat 


: Wounded 
%, 1861 | Captured 1204. 
ay. 18, 1841 | Wounded and eurrendamd Appomattox, 


dar, 17, 1862 








Nimred P. Reger (1844-1923), late of Walkersville, a son of Nathan and 
Mary Lorentz Reger, and grandson of Phillip Reger, eantributed the 
following interesting notes: 


“We were engaged in over forty battles, among them Allegheny 
Mountain, Greenbrier River, Bull Run, Port Republic, Cross Keys, 
Cedar Mountain, Winchester, Sharpsburg, and the terrible battles 
of the Wilderness and those known as the Seven Days around 
Richmond, The most terrible slaughter we witnessed was, of 
course, at Gettysburg. Pickett’s memorable charge was ot aatol 
sight and took place in our sight. They swept over an open 
apace of 6600 yards, with 4,500 men and left 3,393 on the field. 

“| was never wounded, strange as it may seem, was made 
prisoner twice, but exchanged on the field, which, of course was 
better than placing men in prison. At the battle of McDowell, 
under Stonewall Jackson, Lewis County boys were engaged In 
beth sides. Again at Kernstown while the different regiments 
were being placed and amid couriers dashing everywhere, Colonel 
Hoffman walked down our lines and made a little talk in which 
he said: “Boys, I am not afraid but what you will do your duty 
as you have in the past, but E want to tell you that you will 
some up today against the Tenth (W.} Virginia, containing many 
of your old neighbors.’ Seon the firing began. It was a severe 
engagement and many wounded and killed. We captured several 
hundred prisoners, whe were guarded on the field that night, i 
went up te the crowd and asked if there happened to be a Tenth: 
Virginia man among them, Sure enough out stepped *Abe’ Cun- 
ningham, an old neighbor, We had = long talk and it developed 
that he, like myself, had mot had « thing to eat during the entire 
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day. Later that night I managed to be so\lucky as ta get two 
big pancakes and we split. He was taken om to prison, Lived to 
get home, and we were always the best of friends. 

“One thing indelibly impressed on my mind, of course, is the 
end of the war. On the 8th of April, 1865, we went inte camp 
at Appomatox, being located rather to one aide of the main body 
of troops. We were ordered not to leave camp and to take good 
eare of all ammunition. Talk was rank of a big battle and of 
surrender. 

“On the morning of the 9th at 9:30 we were marched out inte 
a large field and heard bands playing on both sides. We saw 
large white flag near the noted apple trea, and knew then that the 
end had come. The Thirty-first, with its colors, was marched 
up in front of the New York Zouaves, noted for their blue jackets, 
red trousers and cap. They saluted at a distance of about 30 
feet, sank on their left knee, remaining in this position until we 
stacked arms. Not @ jeer ox taunt was heard, and they seemed 
as sad as we were, Their colonel spoke to one of our officers, As 
I recall his words, ‘I have heard much of the Thirty-firat Virginia. 
As I look over this line and think of how they have fought for 
four years I must say that their devotion to their cause places 
them among the noblest of men.’ Stepping to near the center 
of the line he called out, “Good bye, boys, I wish you weil; you 
have done nothing of which you may be ashamed.’ We voted 
that he certainly had a white heart. 

“We soon received our paroles and listened to a talk by Colonel 
Hoffman, whe admonished us to be law-abiding citizens, that in 
time the dark clouds would pass over and all would ba well. I 
am glad to have lived to see that time, and the vindication of 
the men in gray that they fought for the right as they saw it, as 
American soldiers always do. We left for home by way of 
Staunton, Beverly and Buckhannon, walking all the way. 1 waa 
acting as orderly sergeant at the end and brought the last com~- 
pany rolls home with me, Captain Clawson took them with him 
when he went to Washington in 1867 to print in pamphlet form, 
but he died while working there for the Government Printing 
Office, before it was done.” 


Dr. J. W. Bosworth, of Philippi, commenting on this company, says 
im part: 


“Lieutenant Edward Bradbury was wounded by my side and 
i caught him before falling in my arms. He waa struck over the 
eye with a minnie ball, and never returned from the hospital at 
Lynchburg. I was with John Edwards, ¢ private, whe wae 
killed near me on March 25, 1865, at the storming of Fort. Steed- 
man, near Petersburg. We had captured the fort and had gone 
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too far on the rear embankment. I was captured in this engage- 
ment, sent to Fort Delaware and was released on June 20, 1865. 
T had the honor of cormmanding Company H, Thirty-first, and my 
company was reduced to six men,’* 


On September 9, 1861, Brigadier General H. BR. Jackson ordered 
Major Boykin te report to the Third Arkansas Volunteers for duty. 
General Jackson on October 7th gives official mention of Captain Alfred 
Jackson for his conduct at the battle of Greenbrier River, and om October 
1th General Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson, from Centreville, wrote 
him as follows: 


“My Dear Alfred: If agreeable to you, please join me at once 
as a member of my staff. Pease give my kindest regards to 
William L. Jackson. 

“Sincerely yours, 
oT. J, LACKSON,” 
“Pp. §. Should you decline, please answer immediately, 
as UP Pa ae 


On November 12, 1861, Captaim Jackson was appointed Assistant 
Adjutant General, A. ©. S., by J, P. Benjamin, Secretary of War, and 
erdered to report to General Jackson. The command of hig former 
company im the course of time passed to Nathan Clawson, Of Jack- 
son's connection with Stonewall Jackson’s staff, Judge John W. Brock- 
enbrough wrote: 


“Sle filled the duties of this office with entire satisfaction for 
several months. It is a singular proof of the disinterested patriot- 
ism of young Jackson that he preferred the active and more 
laborious duties of the camp to the rare and envied position of 
officer on the staff of the commander in chief. He accordingly 
resigned this appointment and rejoined his old company a pri- 
vate in the ranks.” 





it is of interest here to note that the appointment waa then offered 
to Jonathan M. Bennett, of Weston, but then in Richmond, a brother- 
in-law, who declined, feeling that he could bea of more assistance in 
Richmond. 

Alfred Jacksen participated in the battle of MeDowell, in Highland 
County, and by this time had been promoted to Heutenant colonel under 
Colonel John S. Hoffman, and received official mention for his excellent 
conduct af May 17, 1862, bp General J. E. dohnaton, whe further saya: 
“Colonel Hoffman of the Thirty-first Virginia, whe, though sick, returned 
to the field and assumed command of bis regiment.” Following this, he 
was in the engagements at Front, Reyal, Winchester, Cross Keys and 
Port Republic. 
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At the battle of Cedar Mountain, fought on the Sth of August, 1862, 
Colonel Jackson was severely wounded, [t is related that he was carried 
from the field by Martin Mulvey, of Company I, a resident of the Colling 
Settlement region. General Jubal A. Early in his official report, dated 
August 14th, says: “Lieutenant Colonel Jackson, of the Thirty-first 
Virginia Regiment, badly wounded, The brigade generally acquitted 
itself well. The disorder in some regiments was after Lientenant Colonel 
Jackson, of the Thirty-first, and Major Higginbohtam, of the Twenty- 
fifth Virginia Regiments, were beth wounded and carried to the rear, 
leaving the regiments who chiefly participated in the disorder without 
commanders.” Colonel Jackson was removed te Lexington, where he 
died Angust 1, 1863, and thus was brought to a close the life of ane 
of the ablest of the Jacksons. It is related that a coramisgsion had been 
made out shortly before his death giving him the rank of brigadier 
general. 


Colonel John Stringer Hoffman, who commanded this regiment for 
some time, was born in Weston in 1821, studied law under his umele, 
Gideon D. Camden, later taking up his residence at Clarksburg. He 
suffered severe wounds from which he never fully recovered, Was 
elected a Judge of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia in 
1872. He died in 1877. 


Conspicuous among the officers of the Thirty-first Regiment appears 
the name of Thomas W. Hoffman, a son of Weeden and Matilda (New- 
lon) Hoffman, of Weston. At the age of 25, in 1861, laying azide his 
law practice he enlisted in the command of Brigadier General Albert 
G. Jenkins, serving in this regiment in the Valley and throwgh the 
Gettysburg campaign. After the return of Lee's emmy to Virginia, 
in 1863 he was transferred ag adjutant of the Thirty-first Regiment 
under Colonel Hoffman. During the campaigns in Virginia in 1864 this 
regiment engaged in the battles around Gainea Mills or Cald Harbar, 
one of the fiercest conflicts of the entire war. On May 30th the com- 
mand went into action; several officers fell, and he with a remnant of 
several companies stormed a Federal battery, but was fatally wounded, 
The wounded were removed to Mechanicsville, from which place Alonzo 
Lorentz, of the Auditor's office at Richmond, but resident of Weston, 
removed him to Richmond, where he died on June Ist. A broken shaft 
monument typifying his short life marks his grave in Hollywood Cemex 
tery at Richmond. The grave of Norval Lewis, of Company ©, 2 com- 
rade from Clarksburg, adjoins, 


Marcellus West, William Steel, T, G. and George Dawson, Jeffergon 
Law, Presley Edmonds, Alfred Simms and Iohn and Wim. Dyer served 
in other companies in the Thirty-first Regiment, Rufus Lewie and 
Captain Asbury Lewis, of the same regiment, were from the Jesse's 
Run community, but it would appear that they were residents of Harri- 
son. County. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH VIRGINIA CAVALRY. 


A number of men from the county served in the Seventeenth Virginia 
Cevairy under Brigadier General John MeCausland, whe as one of the 
few remaining Confederate generals, is a distinguished citizen of Mason 
County, The highest ranking officer from Weston in this organization 
wes Lieutenant Colone! William Tavenner. He was born May 11, 1841, 
a son of Cabell Tavenner, a brilliant lewyer, and a grandson of Alox- 
ander Scott Withers, an ardent Union man. 

Colone! Tavenner left Weston in the fall of 1860, entering the employ 
of an wmele, Colonel Macon Thornhill, a cotton broker of New Orleans, 
in which city he assisted in enrolling a company of the First Lovisiana 
Infantry, of which he became second lieutenant. In August, 1861, while 
stationed at Sewells Point, he was transferred to the provisional anny 
from western Virginia, serving for a short time under Brigadier General 
Albert G. Jenkins, and recruited a company from Upshur and adjoining 
counties, This became Company ©, Seventeenth Cavalry, of which he 
became the captain. He led this company in at least one raid into 
Lewis County, and was later advanced to liewtenant colonel, command- 
ing, of the Seventeenth. While affiliated with this organization he par- 
ticipated in the battle of Menocacy at the “Jug Bridge,” July 9-10, 
1864, seven miles from Frederick, Md. Jt is related that on the night 
of the 8th that a joint session of members of the Masonic order im his 
command and those among the Federals was held in Frederick. On 
the following day they engaged in battle. Colonel Tevenner was 


wounded in action and died on July 11th. His remaina were brought. 


to Weston and interred in the Withers lot in the “Old Hill Cemetery.” 

The command of Company ©, Seventeenth, passed to Thaddeus P. 
Waldo, born in 1840, a son of Isaac ©, and Mlizabeth Goff Waldo, Sr., 
of Bush's Mills (Roanoke). Me resigned at the end of three and one- 
half years to return home, only to meet # tragic death in 1867 in an 
aceident while repairing the wheel of the old Waldo mill, A brother, 
isaac C., born in 1838, was also attached to the same company, later 
served as a quartermaster and was captured at Port Republic. Another 
brother, Jedidiah D. (1837-1864), a druggist of Weston, wes a captain 
in the Pederal Army and died in the serviea ah Washington. 

It is generally understeod that the following men affiliated with this 
company, were lecal citizens: George Queen, Dave Queen, Eli Rinehart, 
Richard ©. Hawkins, John Q, Queen, A, J. Queen, Washington Queen, 
P. Lamp Queen, Marsh Gibson, James Smith, John Smith, William Smith, 
James Kemp, Leban Skimmer, Luke Smith, Andrew Harris, William 
McClain, James McClain, Isaac Smith, William P. Forinash, Harvey 
Hull, and Thomas Rider, Of this company it appears thet oniy Wiliam 
Smith, of near Jacksonville, survives. 

During the summer, of 1862, further recruits to the service were 
secured in this region which were mustered in at Birch River on 
Oeteber 2nd as Company 1, with John Bland, of Westen, as captain. 
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Captain Bland (1842-1876) was 4 son of Major Thomas and Mary (New- 
len) Bland. At the close of the war he took up the practice of medi- 
cine and removed to Missouri, where he resided until his death. Wil- 
liam Camden, connected with the Lewis County family, served aa firat 
Meutenant, and a brether, Lorenzo Dow, as a lieutenant in Company © 
of the same regiment, 


THE EIGHTEENTH VIRGINIA CAVALRY 


The history of the Eighteenth Virginia Cavalry is intimately con- 
nected with the Imboden family and the brigade of Brigadier General 
John D. Imboden (1823-1895). The family was very well known in 
Lewis. George Imboden, Sr., with several of his family having located 
on a farm at the mouth of Skin Creek in 1852. Thies farm they later 
sold, resided thereafter in Weston for a short time, then took up their 
residence on Knawls Creek, near the foot of what ts yet called Imboden 
Mountain, The younger sons were soon sent to Lexington, where they 
entered Virginia Military Institute. The parents resided at the old 
home place until they left with the Imboden Brigade im 1863, follow- 
ing the memorable raid into this region. 

Jenn D. Imboden at the beginning of the war was Clerk of the 
Augusta County Court, at Staunton, and first organized an artillery 
company which saw service at the first battle of Bull Run. In March, 
1862, he was commissioned a colonel with authority to raise a regiment 
of partisan rangers from what is now West Virginia. Writing frem 
Forks of Waters, Highland County, September 1, 1862, to Charles W. 
Russell, he says in part: 


“J am getting along finely with my corps. I have six first rate 
companies here and expect five more te arrive in camp this even- 
ing or tomorrow, They are now on their march te join me, a part 
from Pocahontas—refugees from Braxton, Lewis and Webster— 
and a part from Hardy and Hampshire. The larga majority of 
my men have but recently escaped from Pierpont’s dominion and 
are brimful of fight, I have recently invaded that part of Vir- 
ginija (Randolph County). I am tempted some time to write to 
President Davis and inform him of what I have seen and heard im 
the northwest and ask his instructions. I wish you, Jonathan 
Bennett, Rebert Johnson and Governor Johnson would write an 
addreas to the people of the northwest and let me sow it broad- 
cast through the country as I pass along.” 


The result was the formation of s regiment of infantry by September 
14th and one of cavalry, which became the Hightaenth Virginia, com- 
manded by Colonel George Imboden, former captain of Company A, 
which in turn became MeClanahan’s Battery. It is worthy of note that 
in the battle of Newmarket in 1864, five of the brothers tosk part. 


itn Peni 
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Colonel Imboden was born in 1836 and died at Ansted, Payette County, 
in 1922. Two are still living, James A., of near Abingdon, Va, and 
Captain Frank Imboden, of Charleston, W. Va. 

The following men from Lewis are credited with service in the 
Righteenth and perhaps others also whose regimental connection are not 
known, George Bennett, Isreal Casto, James Curtis Page, Leonard 
Casto, Manley Casto, Dr. O. Bond, David Harris, Jacoh Harris, James 
Roach, J. C. Williams, Newton Williams, Perry Williams, Morton Wil- 
son and Jeremiah Church. 

James Matthews, Jeremiah P. Swyder, Josiah Snyder, Patrick Tierney, 
Bert Toms, and several others served in Company B, Twenty-sixth 
Virginia Infantry under Captain Gearge 1. Davisson, Captain Davisson 
(1842-1895) was a son of Granville and Charlotte Deapard Davisson, and 
at the outbreak of the war was employed in the general store of Charles 
J. Moore, in Weston, Enlisting as a private he was soon elected to the 
command of this company and served for the entire duration of the war. 
At the close he married Elisabeth, daughter of John Morrow, Sr., and 
located at Jacksonville, where he was for years a merchant and highly 
esteemed citizen, serving in the Legislature of West Virginia in the 
sessions of 1885 and 1887. 

The late Major Theodore F. Lang and Corporal John W. Simma, of 
Westen, Company ©, Tenth (W.) Virginia Infantry, are authority for 
the statement that Thomas D. Armsey, of the Thirty-firat Infantry, 
later major of Jenkins’ brigade, was a citizen of Lewis County. Others 
elaim, however, that he lived near Johnstown just aver the Harrison- 
Lewis line. In 1864 he was eaptured by the Federala and taken @ 
Clarksburg, where a court-martial condemned him to death. In the 
meantime the Confederates had captured Major (Brigadier General) 
Nathan Goff, of Clarksburg, and sent him te Libby Prisom at Richmond, 
where it was announced that if Armsey was executed, he would also be. 
Majer Gof wrote a letter to President Lincoln in which he said; “If 
Major Armsey is guilty be should be executed. The life of a single 
soldier, no matter who he may be, should not stand in the way of 
adherence to a great principle.” An exchange follawed, but some time 
later Major Armseyi again fell into the hands of the Federala. 

No sooner did it become known that the man for whom Gefi had so 
greatly suffered was again in the power of loca] authorities that threats 
against his life were made. Goff hurried home from Grafion, appeared 
before a crowd around the jail, and by his influence ondeubtedly saved 
Armeey’s Life, It is related that in his quick trip he traveled at top 
speed from the East Bnd railway station iz a stage coach, for many 
years a familiar object around Weaton, heme owned by J, P, Cole. This 
was likewise said te have been used by Lincoln traveling from the rail- 
way station in Washington te the Capitel when inaugurated. 

Dr. William John Bland served as surgeon in the Confederate Army. 
We was a son of Thomas and Mary Newlon Blend, bora November 10, 
1816, and died February 18, 1297. Im 1842 he served on the Red River 
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Expedition, returned to Weston, where he practiced medicine until 1861, 
when he enlisted as surgeon in the Thirty-first Virginia. For a time 
he served in the Virginia Assembly and then became attached to William 
L. dackson’s Cavalry Brigade. According to Bosworth’s “Histery of 
Randolph County” when confronted with a dangerous scouting feat “in 
an army of 4,000 only five were found who were willing to go, among 
them Dr. William Bland, of Weston.” 


On February 17, 1858, he married Columbia M, Duncan (mee Jack~ 
son), daughter of John G. Jackson, and granddaughter of Governer 
Jonathan Meigs, of Ohic, Two sons, Meigs Bland, of Kansas City, and 
William Bland, late member of Congress from Missouri, survive him, 
He served as Superintendent of the West Virginia State Hospital from 
May, 1881, until the fall of 1889. 


In 1861 the county coury of Gilmer Coanty made an appropriation 
of $8,000.00 with which te “arm and employ soldiers for the defense of 
the State against a northern invasion,” and the disposition of this fd 
was placed under the direction of William E, Lively, of Wasten. He 
was born in Williamsburg, Va., March 6, 1830, died at Weston May 20, 
1901, was a graduate of William and Mary College, and had ‘onsted at 
Weston in 1859 in the practice of law. He at once set out for Rich- 
mond for a conference with General Wise. It was agreed te attempt to 
raise a regiment in this region with Judge William L. Jackson as c»lonel 
and Mr. Lively as lieutenant colonel, provided that he could enrol! two 
companies in Lewis and Gilmer. He was engaged im this undertalcing 
when the Seventh Ohio, under Colonel E. B. Tyler, arrived in Weston 
who arrested him, James T. Jackson and others, and sent them to head- 
quarters at Grafton. 

Colonel Lander, of Kentucky, intereeded for Lively with Generals 
Rosecrans and Kelley and procured his release. He was at onee re- 
arrested at Wheeling, but Joseph G. Darr again procured his freedom, 
which lasted for about three months, after which the Federal authorities 
sent him to Fort Monree. Here his ability came to the attention of 
General John A. Dix, who sent him to look after the purchasing of sup- 
plies for the citizens of Williamsburg, where he had been bom, On 
May 10, 1862, General Wise made a raid on that town, capturing Mer. 
Lively along with other prisoners, He then became a member of Com- 
pany I, Tenth Virginia Cavalry, and after the battle of Spottsyivania 
Court House was transferred to the Treasury Department at Richmond, 
where he served until the close of the war. After the war he served in 
various public offices in Lewis and Gilmer counties. On June 3, 1869, be 
married Emily North Shaw, daughter of Williem M. Shaw, of Concordia 
Parish, La, whe died February 17, 1889. 

Jobn Brannon served, as has been noted, im the Virginia Assembly and 
wee for a time affiliated with the Confederate Army. He was born in 
Winchester, Oetober 19, 1821, and died at Westom, December 25, 1901, 
where he ‘had located tm 1847. 
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On July 6, 1848, he married Amanda Bland, daughter of Major 
Thomas and Mary Newlon Bland, who was born in 1824 and died in 
1907. During the war he resided in Richmond and was jeimed by his 
family, who were among those “sent through the lines” by Brigadier 
General B. &. Roberts when he took charge of the Weston post. On 
June 4, 1864, President Davis recommended that he be made a captain 
in the Quartermaster Department, to date from July 9, 1863, The 
Senate confirmed the appointment on June 14, 1864, 

At the close of the war he for a short time located in Monroe County, 
until Congress relieved a number of ex-Confederates of disabilities in- 
eurred by reason of their service. In the meantime some of his prop- 
erty in Weston had been confiscated according to a law enacted earlier 
in the war. He served as Judge of the Sixth Judicial Cirenit from Mareh 
i, 1873, until the close of the September 3, 1880, session; was « candi- 
date for Congress against Hon. Nathan Goff, and on January 27, 1677, 
received a number of votes for United States Sanater against Henry 
Gassaway Davis. He also was a writer of some note on the Virginia 
Debt, the outgrowth of the separation of the State. 

Insurmountable difficulties confront any attempt to compile an sceu- 
rate list of all persons who served in the Confederate Army, Unlike the 
case of the Federal Army the records of which are fairly complete, none 
or very few Confederate records are available in any form . Aside from 
the records of the Thirty-first Virginia, much of the rest must be secured 
from individuals. Almast sixty years have gone by and in this time but 
three people seem te have made mote of any names and nothing hes beao 
published. To John R. King, Company B, Twenty-fifth Virginia, author 
of “My Experiences in the Confederate Army,” now a resident at Roa~ 
noke; Nathan Filmore Reger, now of Ireland ;and Corporal John Simms 
(1842-1928) Federal Army, of Weston, the writer is mach indebted for 
many names that have been saved. That there may be errors, of course, 
ean be but little doubted. 

William George Bennett (1847-1916), son of Jonathan Bennett, and. 
Judge of the Cirenit Court, 1889-1905, was in the battle of New Market 
with the cadets from Virginia Military Institute. Willlam G. Harrison 
(1832-1908), a resident of Lewis County before and after the war, en~ 
listed at Austin, Texas, in Company G, Sixteenth Texas Infantry. He 
was elected Clerk of the Cirewit Court of Lewis in 1879. Erasmus 
Rhodes (1826-1900) leng a citizen of the Roanoke community, served 
in Brigadier General William L. Jackson's Cavalry Brigade, with a num- 
ber of others, among whom were Jasper Fox, Ananias Simmons, Perry 
Duck and dohn W. Harris. 

John Fell Lightburn, born in 1887, and now residing at Long Beach, 
California, served in the Confederate Army. He is a brother of Briga- 
dier General J. A. J. Lightburn, of the Federals. There are countless 
numbers of such aplite in Lewis County Zamilies, Henry H. Pierson, a 
son of William G. Pierson, died in the Confederate service. His brother, 
William F,, became a lieutenant, later was Mayor of Lexington, Vz., and 
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a son, Dr, James H., of Daytona, Florida, married Hleanor Gates, a niece 
of the late Henry M. Flagler. 

It is related that Koseuiska Hopkins, representative of the stage line 
at Weston, enlisted in the Sixty-second Virginia. Dr, Asbury Holt, of 
Weston, served as a surgeon in several commands. Charles O'Hara 
served with a regiment of sharpshoctera. 


In July, 1864, Major General Samuel Jones, Commander at Charleston, 
S. C., was aceused of having placed 600 Federal prisoners under the fire 
of Federal batteries on Morris Island in the harbor, On August 25th, 
General Schoegh, Federal Commander at Fort Delaware, sent 600 Con- 
federate prisoners to the island with the view in mind, it appears, of 
forcing an exchange. This General Jones refused to do, and for a time 
they were under fire of their own guns. None were killed, but. the men 
underwent terrible suffering. They were later exchanged and referred 
to at annual gatherings as the “Immortal Six Hundred.” On the roster 
roll appears the names of three local men, Captain Edwin D,. Camden, 
Twenty-fifth Virginia, of Sutton, captured at Spottsylvania, May 1864; 
7, J. Berry, of the same regiment from Bulltown; T, “Tussei" (Hussey 7}, 
of Weston, a member of the Twenty-fifth Virginia, who was captured at 
Sharpsburg in September, 1862, and FP. Fansa (Fanshaw?), of Weston, a 
lieutenant serving in the Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry, capiured at 
Spottsylvania Court House, May 12, 1864. 


No reference to the services of citizens of Lewis in the Confederacy 
would be complete without mention of Jonathan M, Bennett, an official 
of the Virginia State Government. In this capacity he, of course, sew 
ne military service, but was one of the outstanding figures of his time 
in affairs before and during the war in Virginia, as well as in the new 
State of West Virginia. 

Jonathan M. Bennett was born near present Walkersville, October 4, 
1816, a aon of William and Rebecen McCally Benmett. He married 
Margaret E., daughter of Captain George W. Jackson, a cousin of 
“Stonewall” Jackson, who died November 8, 1881. Several children 
were born to this union, among whom were the lete Judgq William 
George and Louis Bennett. Im March, 1836, he was made a deputy 
sheriff; in 1838 appointed deputy clerk of County and Circuit Court; 
admitted to bar in 1848, and was a law partner of Gideon D. Camden 
until 1252. In 1846 served as the first mayor of Weston; elected to the 
Virginia Assembly in 1851, and im the sessions of 1852-52 was very 
active in securing better roads and the establishment of a branch of 
the Exchange Bank at Weston, of which be was President until 1667. 
In 1857 be was appointed as First Auditer of Virginia by Governor 
Henry A. Wise, a position he held until the close of the war. While 
at Richmond he assisted materially in the location at Weston of the 
present West Virginia State Hospital. During the first two years of 
hostilities his family eentinued to reside in Weston, but was sent with 
many others “through the lines” by General Roberts. 
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In 1865 the family agsin took up their residence in Weston, and Mr. 
Bennett entered actively into affairs in the mew State, In this year he 
led for many ballots in the convention that sent General A. G. Jenkins 
In 1871 he was appointed, with A. W. Campbell, editor 
of the Wheeling Intelligencer, who had been a formidable opponent in 
1861-66, and John J, Jackson, as a member of the Virginia Debt Com- 
mission. He was elected to the State Senate in 1872, and served as a 
judge for West Virginia at the Centennial Exposition af Philadelphia 
in 1876. Died at Weston, October 28, 1887. 


The following is an incomplete list of other Confederate soldiers: 


to Congress. 


Alkire, William, 
Alkire, David. 
Alkire, Joseph. 
Boggs, Henry. 
Bennett, Granville. 
Bennett, Levi. 
Bennett, G. W. 
Bennett, J. E. 
Butcher, Milton. 
Bradshaw, William, Thirty-fourth 
Virginia. 
Bennett, David, Thirty-fourth Vir- 
ginia. 
Cookman, 
Virginia. 
Cookman, Melville. 
Cummings, Gideon, 
Virginia. 
Craig, William, 
Craig, Presley. 
Cosner, Adam. 
Craig, William. 
Davis, Simon, 
ginia. 

Davisson, James. 

Fletcher, Van. 

Gibson, William. 

Gibson, Jack. 

Gibson, Richard. 

Gould, Richard, Twenty-fifth Vir- 
ginia, 

Grogg, Joba, Jenkins’ Command. 

Gay, Robert ©., Eleventh Virginia 
Rosser’s Cavalry. 

Galford, Thomas. 

Hevener, J. W. 


Parker, Thbrty-fourth 


Torenty-first 


Twenty-first Yir- 
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Jones, Marion. 
Jones, George. 
dons, Samuel. 
Kemp, Thomas. 
Kelley, Thomas. 
Knisely, George. 
Langford, Andrew. 
Lewis, Allen. 
Long, James. 
Langer, Agron, 
Lowther, Harrison. 
Myers, Samuel. 
MeCord, Price. 
Moss, Gwen. 
Moss, James, 
Moss, Rebert.. 
McNemar, James. 
McGee, James, 
MeCord, George. 
Meeks, John W. 
Marsh, Harvey. 
Marsh, Jonathan. 
Murphy, James. 
Powers, Benona, Twenty-fifth Vir- 





ginia. 

Powers, Winton, Twenty-fifth Vir- 
gwinia. 

Richards, Williara. 

Radcliff, Wm, Company A, Fit- 
teenth Virginia, 

Reed, Thomas. 

Smith, Lute, Floyd's Cavalry. 

Skinner, George. 

Skinner, Charles, 

Simmens, Perry, 

Smith, Wilt, 











LEWIS CITIZENS IN CONFEDERATE ARMY 127 


Hevener, Dan. 

Houghton, W. H. 

Hamilton, Ben. 

Haymond, Granville J., Company 
B, Twenty-fifth Virginia. 

Haymond, Luther. 

Hardman, B. A. 

Hitt, Stephen, Twenty-fifth Vir- 
ginia. 

Hitt, George, Twenty-fifth Vir- 
ginia. 

Jeffries, Wm. Died in service, 

Jones, William. 


Snyder, H. C., Sixth Virginia. 

Snyder, W. V., Sixty-first, trans- 
ferred to Thirty-first, 

Smith, James. 

Sprigg, Wm. 

Saunders, Eli. 

Smith, John. 

Toms, Scott. 

Wilson, Jasper. 

Wilson, Mart. 

Watson, Joseph. 

Watson, E. M., Sixth Virginia. 


CHAPTER TWELVE 
LEWIS COUNTY CITIZENS IN THE FEDERAL ARMY. 


Aecording to the reports of the Adjatant General of West Virginia, 
Lewis County is credited with having furnished 745 soldiers to the 
Federal Army. Four full companies and parts of others were recruited 
in the county, in addition to many who served in varying numbers in 
widely scattered commands. It must be recalled also that eredit ia 
given for re-enlistments, which would materially reduce the actual 
number, and that there might be a more or less admixture of people who 
yesided near the border line of adjcining counties. [t may he safely 
said, however, that more than 600 actual enlistmenta took place, of 
which over 500 were native citizens at the beginning of the war. For a 
time the county carried an excess of 25 ever its quota under calls. 

The Confederate service on the other hand had approximately 260 men 
from the county in the service, of which some 226 have been listed, a 
number in excess of the general opinion existing heretofore. 

The largest number of Federals saw service in Companies A, C, and D 
of the Tenth (West) Virginia Volunteer Infantry, and B. and D of the 
Fifteenth Infentry. Among the veterans of Company D, Fifteenth In- 
fantry, residing near Weston is Marshali M. Ervin, as is the case with 
many Union soldiers, born in “old” Virginia, in the county of Augusta 
Angust 28, 1840. As a resident of Lewis since 1848, he was fairiy well 
acquainted with most of the men who enlisted in these companies, and 
has been prominent in the Grand Army of the Republic for years. Ag 
cording to his compilations the companies named in the Tenth Regi- 
ment contained 175 actmal citizens of the county. The two companies 
in the Fifteenth enumerated about 185, 

The Tenth Regiment of West Virginia Volunteer Infantry was re- 
ernited by Thomas M. Harris, a physician of Glenville. He entered 
upon this work August 8, 1861, completed the organization and was 
named colonel May 3, 1862, Considerable trouble was experienced at 
first due to a widespread belief that the war would soon be over and 
that enongh men were already in the service. Henry H. Withers (18238- 
18785, a son of Alexander Seatt Withers, served as major from May 2%, 
1862, until November 25, 1864. For some time prior to the war he was 
3 member of the firm of Withers and Burley, et Weston, bat removed 
io Trey about 1860. Morgan A. Darnall of Company A, was edvanted 
to the rank of colenel in the fall of 1964, and was succeeded as captain 
by Lieutenant Gwin Minter (1838-1909). 

In the latter part of October, 1862, the regiment moved by way of 
Webster, Beverly and New Creek to Winchester, which place lt reached 
on January 1, 1868, being attached to a command of General Milroy. 
While lying here it was attached to several expeditions up the Shenan- 
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doah Valley, On May 10th, was ordered back to West Virginia, where 
it was attached to the brigade of General Williant A. Averell and sent 
to Beverly on June 7th. On the 2nd of July following it was attacked 
by Colonel William L. Jackson. 

On June 15, 1864, the command was moved te Martinsburg, where on 
the 3rd of July the advance of General Barly was encountered and for 
some time successfully resisted at Leetown, On the &th and 7th of the 
sam¢ month was engaged in a series of skirmishes at Maryland Heights. 
On the 17th and 18th it participated in the engagement at Snickers 
Ferry, and on the 24th at Winchester, Tt took part in the battle of 
Berryville, Opequon, and at Fishers Hill on September 22nd the regi- 
ment was the first to plant ite battle flag on the Confederate fortifica- 
tions, being led by Captain J. Loomis Gould's Company B, af Upatur. 

The regiment participated in the battles of Strasburg and Cedar 
Creek on October 18th and 19th. On December 19th it wae ordered to 
Washington, where it embarked and joined the army before Richmond, 
going inte camp on Chapins Farm, seven miles from Richmond on 
Christmas day. 

On the 8lst of March, 1865, Company D and a« section of the regi- 
ment took part in the battle of Hatchers Run. Harrison F. Garrett, first : 
lieutenant, writing from “camp near Burksville’ on April 20th, to Jacob 
McLaughlin, of Weston, says: “We had a hard fight near Hatchers Run, 
and in a charge on the rebel works, your son Daniel was mortally 
wounded and died the next day. He was among those in front and fell 
calling en the rest to go on and avenge his fall. I last 18 men of my 
company killed and wounded. We think the war is over and hope to 
get away soon, Three long years of hard service and hard-fought 
battles have bound us near to one another.” The regiment remained 
in this vicinity until the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia 
at Appomatox. 

The Fifteenth Regiment, West Virginia Volunteer Infantry, was organ- 
ized in September, 1862, with Maxwell McCaslin as colonel. Tt took 
part in all the battles in the Shenandoah from the date of enlistment 
mntil the last battle of Cedar Creek. In the spring of 1864 it waa trams- 
ferred to the Army of the Potomac, where it served with distinction im 
the Twenty-fourth Corps, First Brigade, under command of Brevet 

Major General Thomas Harris, the organizer of the Tenth Regiment. ft 
Was mustered out at Richmond, June 14, 1865. 

Michael Egan, captain of Company B, was born in the county of Weat 
Meath, Ireland, November $0, 1824. He entered the Royal Irish con- 
stabulary im 1845 and served in this body until 1854, when he resigned tu 
make hig future home in America, arriving in New York June 7th of 
that year, Within a very short time he located in Lewis County. On 
October 28, 1856, he married Anna Elizabeth Gregan, a niece of the late 
Mrs, Thomas Faulkner, near Camden. The wedding was the result of 
a very charming romance, the bride having arrived just a short time 
prior to this from Liverpool, England. To this union three children were 
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bern, Thomas, Maria Anne and William O. His early military training 
soon brought him into preminence and and he became the head of a 
battalion of Virginia Militia im this section and whose history is noted 
elsewhere. 


After his achievements as head of the courier system, in the execution 
of which he won commendation from his superiors, he was made a lieu- 
tenant by commission issued by Governor Pierpont and with imstruc- 
tions to enlist a new company in the county of Lewis, which he pro- 
ceeded immediately to do, The men under his charge were mustered 
in on the Butcher farm near Weston, and marched from this point to 
Clarksburg, where they entrained for Wheeling. At this point they 
were mustered in as Company B, Fifteenth Regiment of (W.) Virginia 
Volunteer Infantry on September 10, 1862, 


From the first the company gained notoriety from the size of the men, 
numbering among the members seventeen who were six feet tall, six 
who were six feet two inches and one by the name of Daniel Arbogast, 
who was six feet five and one-half inches, for whom the Government 
had no clothes that would fit. 


The company moved from Wheeling on October 18, 1862, to New 
Creek, Va., and on December 28rd te Sir John Run, and for some time 
participated in the operations in this section and the Shenandoah Valley. 
Tn April, 1864, the company was assigned to the command of General 
George Crook and saw service under him in the now celebrated Dublin 
Raid. On May 9th the company was very active im the battle of Cloyd 
Mountain, where official recognition of the section of the company was 
given for their conduct at this point, as well as the one following on the 
10th at another nearby location. Of the conduct of the men, Captain 
Egan says: 


"The hereie conduct of Corporal James F. Hillis on this ocea- 
sion, as well as in every engagement in which he participated until 
he was captured by the enemy, from which he never returned, 
was for cool unostentatious silent bravery equal to anything done 
im our great army. I cannot refrain from volunteering my bum- 
ble testimony to the sterling worth of Sergeant Lawrence May 
and Corporal Thomas Brown, whose respective qualities and at- 
tainments would reflect no discredit om the two stars of a major 
general. Joseph Hall, an Englishman in our company in ection 
weil sustained the prestige of his country for courage.” 


A number of the men in this company were captured in 1864, as indi- 
eated on the resters and sent to Richmond, from which place they wene ° 
removed to prisons in the Carolinas. Among them was Joshua 5. Wilk- 
insen, 2 native of the Roanoke region, and now residing in Des Moines, 
Towa, He writes: 
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"A. E. Rohrbough, Jacob Pletcher were removed to Florence, 
8. ©., and after the war I proeured a discharge for them through 
; George A. Jackson, of Weston. John Laurell was sent out to 
what was called a ‘Catholic Camp.’ Albert Woofter, Henry 
Moneypenny, James F. Ellis and myself were sent to Savulsbury 
prison. Woofter was released, but died before he ever reached 
home, and Ellis died before we were releasd. Ellis was an unostal 
saldier and kept a diary. It seems that one was lost at Cedar 
Creek with his knapsack, but the one found with his few belong- 
ings was brought with his Bible back to Lewis County, where I 
delivered it to his people.” 


This document covered the year 1864, with a daily entry and is both 
a source of pleasure and of distress to read. Each day the move- 
ment of the company is set down with personal observations varying 
from the receipt of “a soldier’s delight, salt and onions” from home to 
the simple entry that “got a bullet through my hat, one in my coat and 
ene in my trouser’s leg teday.” After he arrived at Sauisbury prison, 
the entries turned to those of a dying man, each day marked by lesa 
tq eat. Each day comrades around enlisted in the Confederate service 
to secure some surcease from a situation which the South could not 
help and the close is pitiful indeed. 

Egan, with a party of Federals, was captured on May 19th by a bend 
of Confederates under a Lieutenant Halstead, and as fate would have 
it, he in turn came under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Tavenner, 
from Weston, who did what he could under the circumstances, but aa 
prisoners of war they were sent to prison at Christiansburg, Va., then 
in ¢harge of a man by the name of Tapp, who was formerly a citizen of 
Weston. From this point they were sent to Macon, Ga., and imprisoned 
in Camp Oglethorpe. After various changes of prisons the greater num- 
ber of the party escaped on Friday, November 4, 1804, and after many 
thrilling adventures and in a round-about way, Captain Egan reached 
Weston December 25th, and rejoined his company on February 17, 1866, 
then in camp at Chapins farm near Richmond. He saw service during 
the balence of the military operations. From the fact that his hair 
had turned gray early in Hfe, and from his activity the soldiers gave 
him the name of “The Plying Yank.” In later years he waa the author 
of the book published under that title, but which he never lived ta see 
published, his earthly career ending suddenly on Saturday, September 
15, 1888, at Marietta, Ohio, while upon his return to his home at Parkers- 
burg from attendance at a reunion of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Company B participated in the battle of Petersburg and from there 
went to Appomatex Court House. From the Adjutant General's report 
for 1865, we learn: 


"West Virginia troops, by their gallantry and endurance, elicited 
warm expressions of admiration from the commander of the 
corps, General Gibbons, as also from Major General Ord, Com- 
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mander of the Army of James. The troops from West Virginia 
(10th) elaim with pride the honor of silencing the last battery that 
General Lee ever put in setion. Of the battery two or three guns 
were captured.” 


Well-substantiated facts show that this action above referred to was 
earried out by men from Lewis County, and later in the day following 
the surrender of Lee, the men from Lewis were first to ling up and 
divide thelr rations with the men who a few hours before had been their 
opponents, proving that, after all, there ia such a thing as brotherhood 
among men. From here the company moved to Richmond and were 
placed on guard in that city, and at which point they were mustered out 
June 14, 1865. In due course of time the company reached Weston, de- 
pleted in ranks by death and disease, bat conscious that they, along with 
others in this county, had done their duty and upheld the cause of the 
Unien, but deeply conscious also that it was an unfortunate fratricidal 
strife; that they had met and vanquished an honorable and worthy foe 
in those who espoused the principles of the lost cause, 

Joseph Andrew Jackson Lightburn, the highest ranking officer in the 
Federal Army from Lewis County, was born near Weat Newton, West- 
moreland County, Pa., on September 21, 1824. He was a son of Benja- 
min and Rebecca (Fell) Lightburn, who removed to Lewis County in 
1840, where they established Lightiurns Mills, a few miles below Jack- 
sons Mills, the boyhoed home of Thomas (Stonewall) Jackson, with 
whom the subject of this short sketch soon became fast friends, attend- 
ing such schools as available and taking part in the religious activities 
of the Broad Run Baptist Church. 

The year 1842 found Jackson at Weat Point, and 1846 on the way to 
Mexico in the opening days of the Mexican War. Lightburn with similar 
inclinations enlisted aa a private in the Regular Army on December 6, 
1846, served in the recruiting service, promoted te corporal and sergeant, 
and was discharged ou December 6, 1851, 

On Cetober 15, 1865, he married Harriett Ann Whittlesey, who was 
horn January 2, 1835, now residing at the old Lightburn homestead. 
Te this union were born five children, among whom were Harry W., for 
twelve years clerk of the county court of Lewis, and Luther G., sealer 
of weights and’ measures for Lewis County and prominent in eduea- 
tional affairs. 

The opening days of the Civil War found Lightburn « staunch Union 
man, and his activities led te hie selection as a delegate te the Wheeling 
eonventions of May 13 and June 11, 1861. On August 4th he was ap- 
pointed eslonel of the Fourth OW.) Virginia Infantry, which he had 
organized, and on August 17, 1862, assumed command of the District 
of the Kanawha, following the withdrawal of General Cox. Luter faced 
br General Lering with 2 superior foree he accomplished “Lighthurn’s 
Retreat” from the Kanawhe Valley without a loss of any part of his 
transports, which act won commendation for all under his command. 
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Colonel Lightburn early in 1863 was ordered to Vicksburg, Miss... 
where his command was placed with the Army of the Tennessee under 
General U. 8. Grant. Ori March 14th he was promoted te brigadier 
general and placed in command of the Third Brigade, Blair's Division, 
Sherman's Corps. His activities at Vicksburg indicated great ability as 
a leader. He later participated in the engagements at Jackson, Chicka- 
mauga, and in Sherman's advance on Atlante he was wounded in the 
head. On September 5, 1864, he was relieved from duty with the 
Fifteenth Army Corps and ordered to report to the Department of West 
Virginia, which he did on September 27th, at Harrisonburg, and was 
ordered to Harpers Ferry. From this time until he resigned Jane 22, 
1865, his services in the Valley were no less distinguished than in the 
former campaigns. 

In 1867 he represented Lewis County in the West Virginia Legislature, 
and in 1868 was ordained a minister in the Broad Run Baptist Associa- 
tion, although he had been permitted to serve prior te the war, Por a 
number of years he served faithfully a wide circuit of churches, reach- 
ing even present Roanoke, and as a soldier militant passed away at 
Lightburn May 17, 1901. 

Lecal county records concerning the enlistment of the mambers of this 
and other companies are very incomplete, due to the chaotic conditions 
in local government throughout this region. ‘The total records cover- 
ing the period of the war are cared for in some seventy pages and cover- 
ing largely orders to build, survey and change roads, permits te run 
hotels and sell spirituous liquors and copies of wills. 

On June 9, 1863, the county court levied the sum of $1,400.00 for the 
benefit of the families of the volunteers in the companies of Captains 
Egan and Peterson, and this action was latter followed by the following 
order: 


“At an adjourned meeting of the Supervisors of the County of 
Lewis, held at the court house on Monday, the 22nd day of 
February, 1864. 

“In order to provide a bounty to each citizen of the county of 
Lewis as shall volunteer into the service of the United States 
from said county, and also a bounty te certain others wha have 
heretofore so volunteered. 

“It is ordered that there be and there is hereby appropriated by 
the Supervisers of the County of Lewis a sum sufficient to pay 
a bounty of Three Hundred Dollars to each citizen or person whe 
shall volunteer from the county, and be accepted aa such into the 
Army of the United States, under the late call of the President 
for 500,000 volunteers, to the extent of @fty-three volunteers, or 
so many of said number of fifty-three as may so enter the said 
service. 

“And alse a sum sufficient to pay a bounty of forty dollars to 
every person who has heretofore velunteered from this county 
inte the companies of Captains Jasper Peterson and Michael 
Egan. 
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“And it appearing te the Board that the county court of Lewis 
County did on the Sth day of Jone, 1863, levy this eum of Pour- 
teen Hundred Dollars for the benafit of the families of the volan< 
teers from this county. 

“Jt is, therefore, provided, that any money which, under the 
said levy of the county court, may have been, or shall hereafter 
be applied to the family of any soldier who volunteered from this 
county in the said companies of Captains Peterson) and Egan, 
shall be deducted from the bounty of forty dollars hereby appro- 
priated to each soldier. 

“The money by this order appropriated is to be paid im four 
equal annual installments, by four annual levies to be made sue- 
cessively, the first of which said levies shall be made in the month, 
of June, 1864. 

“TJ, ‘The first annual installment due them August 11, 186i, 
was seventy-five dollars—53 men, 

“Friday, 23rd Jane, 1865. 

“Resolved, that to each of the members of the companies of 
Captains Peterson and Egan, in the Fifteenth Regiment of West, 
Virginia Infantry, be allowed out of the County Treasury, the 
sum of ten dollars, being the second annual installment of the 
county beunty of forty dollars allowed by the order of appropria- 
tion passed 22nd February, 1864, and the order passed 22nd day 
November, 1864, in relation thereto, to-wit: 

“(Names of members ef companies number 147.)” 


THIRD RHGIMENT WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY VOLUNTEERS. 


This regiment was organized in thd spring of 1862, with David 1. 
Strother, lieutenant colonel, whe under the name of Porte Crayon, was 
known widely as an artist and writer. On July 18, 1861, Company A, 
Firat West Virginia Cavalry, was mustered in at Morgantawnm ander 
Captain J. L. MeGee, who eventually became colonel of the Third Regi- 
ment, For the first two years it was largely devoted te guard and scout 
duty in company detachments stationed from the Shenandoah to the 
Kanawha. Captain Lot Bowen, of Company E, and Lieutenant Timothy 
Roane, who commanded the same company, saw much service in Lewis 
and adjoining counties. Im the reorganization of the Army of the 
Potomac in January, 1863, part of the regiment was detailed for special 
servies under General Sigel; others stationed at Parkersburg, and part 
in Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes’ Brigade in the Kanawha Valley. The 
regiment in this manner took part in some of the heaviest ighting of 
the war. On April 16, 1864, Bowen, who had been advanced te major, 
was ordered to leave Buckhannon, by way of Weston and Clarksburg, 
thence by rail and boat te Charleston, and was with General Averell 
in the battle of Wytheville. From this time unti! the surrender it par 
ticipated im the exciting scenes acces ended at Appomatox, and took 

i ashington on May 23, 1865. 
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Conspicuous in the affairs of this regiment was Major Charles B. An- 
derson, of Weston, He was born in St. Lawrence County, New York, 
May 7, 1834, and died at Weston October 1%, 1921. He married (1) 
Hallie Edmiston, and (2) Fannie Davisson. At the epening of the war 
he was a member of the George A. Jackson Co., operating a general 
store on West Second Street, on the site of the present B. & ©. station, 
Following the raid by Brigadier General Albert Jenkins, C. & A. on 
August 31, 1862, during which this company lost heavily, Major Ander. 
son enlisted in the cavalry under Brigadier General Averell. Ha soon 
received @ commission to recruit a new company of cavalry, Almost 
enough men were enrolled twice, but military needs took them before 
the organization was completed. A full company was secured by the 
spring of 1863, which was enrolled as Company I, Gillighan's Brigade, 
of the Third Cavalry, with Mr. Anderson as captain, who was followed 
by George Sexton, of Buckhannon, when he was advanced to the ranic 
of major on December 15, 1864. 

The company saw active service in the Rich Mountain district; cam- 
paigns in the Valley and at Gettysburg. On August 7, 1864, General 
Averell fought a battle at Moorefield. A notable cavalry charge took 
place in which Major Anderson participated, the brave Major 3. B, 
Conger and Lieutenant Leonard Clark, 2 noted scout, falling by his «ide, 
He was of a fine personal appearance, no lack of courage, and wery 
poptlar throughout his division. After his discharge in June, 1845, he 
returned to Weston; established Anderson & Co., shaq merchants; served 
as postmaster and mayor two terms; and was for years connected with 
the operation of the Bailey House. 

The following men from the county are listed as members of this 
organization: 





Rexroad, Nathan, second lieuten- 
ant, November 1, 1863, to June, 
1865, 

Anderson, L. D. (1841-1924), Com- 
pany I. 

Crawford, John, Company If, 
wounded at Five Forks, 

Warner, William, Company I. 

Ballard, James A., Company I. 

Mick, William E., Company M. 


Miscellaneous names: 


Mitchell, John A.. Company M. 
Strader, John, Company &. 
Breage, W. B., Company EB. 
Hersman, Mark, Company E. 
Cottrill, Joseph, Company A. 
Perry, James S., Company ©, 
Highland, Calvin, Company L. 
Lawson, B. F., Company L. 
Lamb, J. W,, Company H, 


Peterson, David T., first lieutenant, Company B, Tenth Infantry; was 
Wounded at Kernstown, July 4, 1864, and Petersburg, April 6, 1865. 
Wellen, Thomas. Was with Shermen’s “March to the Sea.” 


Armstrong, George. State troops. 


Captured at Centerville, Septem- 


ber 3, 1863, and died in Andersonville prison, May 3, 1864. 
Crawford, William N., Company B, Tenth Infantry; wounded at 


Winchester. 
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Detamore, William, Tenth Infantry; killed at Perryville, September 
8, 1864. 

Ford, Daniel, Seventeenth Regiment Infantry. 

Lightburn, Martin V. (1339- }, Company A, Fourth. Promoted 
captain, November 806, 1862. 

Lightburn, Calvin M. (1841-1921), Company G, Fourth. Promoted 
first Ueutenant April 3, 1863. 

Bunten, Watson M., first lieutenant, Company I, Fourth Mlinois. 

Detamore, Henry, Tenth West Virginia Infantry. 

Rexroad, Frank M. (1840- }, Company E, Third; transferred to 
Sixth Cavalry. 

Swisher, James P., Company H, Fifteenth Infantry. 

Barnett, Ployd N., Company B, Sixth Infantry; Colonel Nathan 
Wilkinson. 

Bee, Richard, Company M, Sixth Infantry; Celonel Nathan Wilkinson. 

Grimm, John W., Company E, Sixth Infantry; Colonel Nathan Wil- 
kinson. 

Ballentine, John T., Company G, Sixth Infantry; Colonel Nathan Wil 
kinson. 

Jones, 5. C., Company EB, First Infantry. 

Young, John C., Company EK, Twelfth Infantry. 

Blake, 8. C., Ninth Infantry. 

Bryson, James B., Twelfth Infantry. 

Hughes, H. J., Thirty-ninth Infantry. 

Crawford, Samuel, One Hundred and Seventy-third Infantry. 

Hut, James T.. Company K, Fifth Cavalry. 

FPinlen, James, Company D, First Cavabry. 

Osborn, Laban, Company D, First Cavalry. 

Smith, William, Seventh Cavalry. 

Clark, Charles, United States Cavalry, Regular. 

Tenny, Josiah, Third West Virginia Light Artillery. 

Kidd, Elias, Company E, First West Virginia Light Artillery. 

Morris, W. H., Company EB, First West Virginia Light. Artillery. 

Mills, Alexander, United States Navy. 

Swisher, dames W., Upshur Battery, First Light Artillery. 

Dr. Silas B. Hall (1624-1910), who located at Westen in 1847, and 
for a number of years a citizen of Jane Lew, served as a surgeon ait 
Harpers Werry and Sandy Hook hoapitaly during 1863-65. He married 
Celia B. Jackson, and a son, W. P. Hall, was awarded a Certificate of 
Merit for distinguished service in the Spanish-American War and Philip- 
pine Insurrection. 
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Retorn of Captan John H. salle Commer 2 100 teahesst West 


fefentey stationed 
at Kernstown Mel an showing condition of said on the 3rd es of Decscber te 1864 together with 
H. BAILEY, Captain, Commanding Company. 


complete record of changes that have taken place singe its of 






REMARKS 








Promoted Captain Nov, 2, 1804. 


Woamslet a Rtv Our 17, 184. 
B ee 
Wounded ot W ritept. 10, 1864. 


Vet. Yol. Wounded at Cedar Cesk Oet, 
19, 1864. 


* 








20 | Mar, LA, 1802 yo 1 Wownled at Winchester July 
Weatiall, Wien 1 
Alexander, James C 18 | Mor. 15, 1862 | Vet. Votunteer. 
Bailey, Aiohin 36 | Mar 1S, 1808 
Dailey, William N 22 | Mar. 15, 1962 | Vet. Vol, Wounded o¢ Winchester Sopt, 


19, Lend, 
uo sand Wounled at Winchester Joly 
Won st at Winchester July 24, 196d, 
Vet. Volunteer. 

Vet. Vel. Prisoner of war aimee July 24, "64. 
Vet. Voluntger, 


Wounded at Winchester, July 34, 1804 


re iF Wounded st Cedar Cronk, Oct. 


Vet eluate, 
Yeu. Volunteer, 


| Vet. Volunteer. 
oe te a Wounded at Wardenevilic, Dew. 


ot | 
a | 
Corp'l | 22 | Mar. 15, 1862 | Vos."Voiunteer, 
Oot. 4,1 
i 


Von, Voluntew. 

Vet. Volunteer, 

Vet, Vol. Prisoner of war, 

Vet, Volunteer. 

Wounded a4 Cedar Cronk, Oct. 19, 1804 


Vet, Volunteer, 
Vet. Yeluatee. 
Vases of Dros WA, Nov. G, 1863. 
Vet. Volunteer. 


Wounded at Wineheeter, July 24, 864. 
Vet. Vel. Wounded at Leetown, July 3, “64, 


Yat, oe Wounded at Cedar Oreck, Oct 
Vet, Volunteer, 





FF 
& 
z 83 geeeeeceeee ae 


spell Private | 20 | Mar. 18, 1802 
Nat, Bugene We. . 2.0... cs Privete | 22 | Mar. 14, 1203 
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£ Winchester, Sept, 1, 1864, 
i. ee Wounded at. Winchester, Rept. 


et, Oe kates 
| Wounded at 
Vet. Val. Womad a Richest’ Beit, 
59, IRG4, 
ya. ‘Volunteer. 
aluniwen. 
Mar, 14, 1882 Vek Val Wounded at Cedar Creek, Oe, 


Mar, 15, 1662 | Vet. Volunteer, 


hee Eee 
S 
2 


May, 13, 1862 Te Wounded, at Winebester, Jaly 24, 
ak, 


Mar, 15, 1802 | August f, 1864. 
Seytamber 22, 1864 


At Winchester, 1863, for dint ity. 
At Winchestar, 1863, for diahilit 
At Winchester, Oe io es 
ee 1862, for disability, 
Cumberland, 1868, mt 
it Yok Pa, Nov, 24, 1864, from. toag 
arm in aution at Droop Mt, New. 6 1% 


ee en Rept. £9, bee 
Killed at Winches! hens Rept Uh! 
Lanett tend ae 


Billed 

Diest at ie serie 

Killed af Worcheater, Sept. 19, 1564. 
Died of fever at Mooyeliatd, £962,, 


Killed at Winchester, Sept, 19, £864, 
| Css of fener at Danibetnad 1862, 


ESSSSS & BS ESESSeSs 
5 


gut S58 SERSSetveRsSesSxes 
| BY BRE EEPRESRRSEFERERS FREREF F | 
Pe 5 
| See : 
B; 
4) 
gle? 


co Se 


ee 
fe 


. 


, LADS. 
of favor af Winshaster, 1262, 
Dro at Bove j tan. 4, 808, of wounds 
received In ae 
Hale at Baichere Gap, fy LF, Loi, 


t 1884, 
Kill 5 orbs dey 34, os 


At Harpers Perry, July 
Tp Braxton County, barks 4862, 


BEES 


F 
EryeE 


ee 
Po 
a 


| Mae. 15, 183 
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Return of Capt. Thomas BD. Murrin’s “f)" of tre 10th West Virginie Regiment infantry Votamasrs 
stationed at Camp Russell, near Winchester, V' showing the condition af said company on Oecamber 
together with a complete record of the changes that fave tuken place mab itinn tte eppanniton — 


thi 
THOS. D. MURRIN, Captain, Commanding Company. 









When Mustered’ 
Rank Age | inte Service REMARKS 


| | 


$0 | Mar. 17, 1882 | Enlisted April 18, 1461, Perved 10 monthe 
iv ith Chic Volunteer Infawiry. 
Mar. 17, 1882 | Enlisted ae Private in tat Va. Caw. Sept. 21, 


aa | Mar, 17, 1862 | Wounted ot Coa Creck Oct, 19, 1864 
AG cin wh r . 
Promoted te 2nd Li. Oct. 24th. 
34 | Mar. 17, 1862 | Detached with aminlance corps. 
39 | Mar. 17, 1862 
32 | Mar. 17, 1862 | Vet, Volunteer. 
28 | Maw. 17, 1862 
22 17, $863 | Vet Vol. Wounded and in hospital ot 
Paricereburg, 
27 | May, t7, 1862 
28 | Mar, 17,1862) Vet. Vol Wounded at Winchester, July 24, 
20 | Mar. 17, 1862 | Wounded at Winchester, Juby 24, 1864. 
24 | Oet, 4, 1B62 , 
34 | Mar. 17, 1862 
@ | Oct. 4, 1869 ES Wincheates July 
30 Mars iy, ieee Wounded at Opequan, Sept, 19, £864. 
Ths, at an, Sep. 1804. 
20 | Mar. 07, 1803 | Vet. Volunteers, ” 
24 | Get. 4, 1862 
Pr 36 | Mar. £7, 1863 | Vet. Volunteer. 
27 | Mar. £7, 1862 
i 20 | Mar 17, 1802 | Vet. Volunteer, 
30 | Mar. 17,1862 | Vos. Volunteer, 
i 2 } Cet. 4, 
i a@ | Ovt. 4, 1862 
Burkhammer, Py A Mae ra 3893 
a woe se x3 dt rate £7, 
Colling, AMO8......¢0.000) ce.) Uryvete | 28 | Mar. £7, 1862 
Gye, Davidecscs osc esc sss ces Private | 23 | Mar, 17) 1362 
Cotter, Bdeard..............| Private 2 | Mar. 17, 1862 
Crawford, Charies Private 23 | Fob 24, 1864 
d, J Private | 20 | Feb. 21) i864 
Coz, Winheld Private | 2@ | Pel. 24, 184] 
% Private 2% Mar (7, 1262 his. fae Weunted at Cedar Creek, Oot, 
te E 
Privata | 20 | Mor, 17, 1862 | Vet. Volunteer. 
wey, Patrik, .... ...+- Private | 42 | Mar. 17, 1862 | Wounded at Werdensville, Dec. 20, 1862. 
Dennis... e224 Private 28 | Mar. 17, 1882 
Bekes, Jasob ©...--- 2.2... Private | 20 | Maur. 17, 1842 | Wounded at Siruaburg, Ovt. 13, 1864. 
a" Wee eer Private | 1H | Oot. 4, 1862 | Wounded at Winchester, July 24, 1864, 
achenour, Elihu B.. Private | 29 | Mar. 17, (96% 
Hardman, Perey Q, Private | 22 | Mur. 17, 1802 | Vet. Votuntoor. 
5. A, ,- Private 93 | Mar. 47,1862 | Vet. Volunteer. 
Howell, Fountain Private | 20 | Oct. 4. Isd2 
in, Gers Private | 20 | Mar. 17, 1862 | Vot. Volunteer, 
Jarvis, Age 8... -- Private | 36 | Mar. 17, 1882 | Wounded at Fishers Hil), Sept. 23, Ladd. 
Jordan, Jolin Py... .------- Private 2? «| Mar. 17.1862 | Wounded af Winchester, July 24, 1864 
larvis; Bogh,...c.es-++----- Private 28 an. 17. L982 Me i 4, duly: 
Loskurd, Calvin... ...<.60- Private 80 | Mar. 17, 1842 
Logan, Mickaal... Private | 20 | Mar. 17; 1862 | Vet, Volunteer, 
‘ord, Amberson Private 6 | Mar. 17, 
Montoney, Themuas Private | 20 | Mar. 17, 1802 | Vet. Volunteer. 
MeLaughiin, Michael. Private | 2) | Mar, 17, 1862 | Wounded at Opequan, Sept. 12, 1964. 
Montgomery, A. J, | PYrwate | 22 | Mar. 17,1862 | Yet. Yoluntacr. 
MoeLaugblin, Dustel........-- Private | 91 | Mar. 17, 1962 | Vet. Voluntear, 
MeLaughlin, Joba B.....,...| Perate 23 «| Mar. £2, 162 | Vet. Yoluntear. 
MeCwia, Frank.....-........4 Private | 20 | Mar, 02, i862 | Vor Volunteer. 
follihan, Jahi bo... - 2s sees Private | 22 | Mar. 37,3802 | Vet. Vol. Missing aines Get, 19, 1804, 
+ Bara M...... Private | 24 | Mar, 17, 2362 1% oe Ww at Cedar Credk, Ort. 
2. “ 
Perkins, Jose... 30 | Oct, 4, 1882 
Fiteinger, Judson 28 | Ort, 4, iR62 
Queen, John,.... | 91 | Mar. 27, 1882 | Wounded at Droop Mt, Nov. 6, 863. 
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Mar. £7. 1862 


Lawzatler, Wee. He....,....] Private 
Brempon, Jahn.............J Private 


Onx, Jobe M.......2.2...4 Private | 2h 


Mar. 7, 1862 
Mar, 17, (803 


jure... a0 
Sprouse, Woodward... .. «+t Private | 20 | Mar. 17, 1962 

20 

ag 











Feb, 34, i884 


REMARKS 


Vet. Vol. Wounded at Lectown July 3, 
and Cedar Cred Ot tw igan 
Vet. Voluntewr, 
Vet, Voluntear. 


Wounded at Leetown, July 4, (844. 


Wounded at Leatown, July 3, 1&i4. 


| Wounded sh Opequen, Sept. 19, (B04. 


Yes. a Wounded at Opequas, Sep, 
Woundnd a4 Wardanayille, Dea. 20, £902. 
Vat. Volunteer. 


Woouded ab Winchester, daly 24, 1k, 
At Baverly, Dee. ¥, 1963. 
A’ Martinsburg, Oct, 8 i9@4, 


At Beverly, July 9, 1862, for diaaléiigy. 
At Beverly, Aug, 21, 4862, dor disabsl fy. 


To N.C. &., May 1, 1862, 
Fo N.C. &., dune 1, (964. 


wounsda in actior at Buckhansan, 
Sept, 12, 


Ot pneumonia at Winchester, Zan, £5, 1883, 
Of tever at, Bormmey, Jam. 14, 1e82. 


At Winchester, of wounds, Feb, ¥, 1843, 
At Wiucherter, of fee, Sar 6, 1805. 


.| At Bewerly, 15, 1862, 
i Beverly, of fover, epi, 12, 1663, 
ve .chved 
1862. 


Ort, 

Killed af heitle of Sealy i, TOM, 
Killed at Cerhar . He 184, 

Killed sf Winghestor, 24, 1864. 

At Philadel Nov. of wounds 
recived at Faher's Hill 


a yay Maw, 35. 188%. an 
eoham, om Y eee 
ear eee 
& CABISY, ERE Be 
Went howe on furlough April 5, Saat hae 


rekuinen. 
At Webster, June Wi, 1804, 
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who served | A, Darnall’ “AY 1th Boginant Wi 
: ee Sees) alien serv a Cantal Marga @ Company Fog! oat Virgina 











REMARKS 





Sick st Baltimore, August, 1864, 


Wounded at Winchester, July 24, 1264, 


Sick at Grafton, Oct, i 
Wounded at, Fishers at Sept. 22, 1864, 


Captured at Winchester, July 24, 1804, 


Promoted to ist Le, 


Wounded at Winchester, July 24, 1864. 


Wounded at Droop Mt., Nov. 6, 1864, 

sew Jarvis Hosp.. Baltimore, July, 1664, 
Brigade eprytie ot Dior 1862, 

Wounded at Mingo Fiat, June 27, 186%, 


Died in prison (?) 


Mar, 13, 1862 | Trans, te N. ©. 3. March 3, 
Mar, 18, 1892 | Died of fever in Gumborasa, Oe. 12, 188d. 
Mar. 13, 1862 Se of faut ama Fort Pickens, Lewia County, 


Mar. 13, 1862 Died of lover at Cumbertand, i, Des, 24, 1809, 
Mar. i3, 1862 = Bos at Crafton, Marek a 1805, 
Mar, 13, 1862 of fever at; Grafton, won Sl 45 

Mus, 13, 1882 ey from wounds in pad at 
ies Mt, Nov. 6, $863, 

Mar. 13, 1842 Ba reeetved im action at 


July, 1864. 
Mar, 13, 1862 ao gd 18, 1868, at Beverly, for 
Mar. 13, 1862 Died at Shenandont Jam, 11, 1993, 








Se ee eee ee 


ON een eee ed 
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Return of in Williain 5. Nistolas’ Company SD" Tithe Hagieont Hess Veduetoor Infartry stationed 
phd 5 ation See meres ws Ree Pee Tobe eapanher wth with & complete 
of the changes that have taken place since Its ergariaation a (with tome tone, repart of 15S). 






















When Mustered 
NAME Rauk | Age | into Service REMARKS 
Paterson, J daveneenexes - Sept. Get, 22, 1863. 
Nicholad, William d.. 2... Baas tt Ob lst Bick tn U; 


Pine ne Ir eoole ee oe 1, 1854. 


1863 
ise 
Hoff, Tile D.. _ | Sept 7, 1863 
22 | Seps. # 1863 
21 | Gept. B 1843 
30 | Sept. §, 1809 
26 | Sept. & 1363 | Captured at Berryville, Bape, 9, ite. 
19 | Sep, 8, 1863 
33 Bent. aes | bart ci ag val at Lowehineg, Tuan 
fe a Mai 
= a Diet pt ROA, Aunberaoenvilic 
ps eae eis Dotael. dod Brora sea ae 
45 | Sept. 8, 868 | Bick at US. Hospltel, Bulvicners, Aug, 18%. 
10 Sot Biss ma, a 
18 | Sept. A. 1863 
18 | Sept, 8. 1643 | Sick ot Winchester, Oot. M6, ERM. 
33 | Bens, 9, 1863 
1& } April 20, 1864 
30 | Supt, 8, 1802 
27 | Sept 8. 1862 
2h | Sept, 4, 1802 2% 56 Zou Baltimore, Aug, Ll. 
g@ | Sept. 9, 1862 | Siok, U, 8. Uy. horland, Sept, “O#. 
38 | Sept, 8, 1862 Wosndie, | Iwi on field ot weed Juana 
i Noe 5 tent Ene) shot, Sed Brie Fort MM st vane 
18 3, 1364 | Wounded at Cl eae > 
31 &, 1862 | Ia post cue Now 
| Set ae sna 
28 Be | Ree eee we va tale, 
| 3 5, i882 
al 8, a6 
18 8. 1862 | Died at Grafton, Jam. 20, L865, 
19 &, 1882 
8, 1862 | Detached. Duty, July, MAO 
: 6.1862 | Demich. Service, Got, 1868. 
ee @, 1862 Bick ak Winchester, 18d. 
Erving, Marshal! M 8, 1842 ag 8, ee Sesanal Ont, 22, 
Eakle, Janathes M. hapatasycne 8, igez | W ig ja Jeane 18, 180A. 
Viaber, Asa Leas av ene 8, gag Pied rion Mi 
8. 1862 Creek, Oot. 19, 1864. 
8, 1862 
ison Bick 4 Cuniberland, fon ‘oan, 
B aK. 
# i862 | Bick at 


= 
J 
Pst 
es 


Bick at Battimorn, Augist, Lady 


org ie oS 


gegeaee SeceaEeE 


Wounded at Winchester, Rept. 19, 1804. 
Died af fever at Chagins Farm, Ve., Marat 


i, 


$2 po pe be me Ae 
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When Mustered 


into Serivee REMARKS 





Detach. Service, October, 1864. 
Wounded at Lynchburg, June 18, 1864, 


Detach. Service, October, 
Wounded at Berryville, dont 3, 1864. 


Died at Cumberland, Dec, 4, 1862. 
Killed at Winchester, Sept. ‘o, 1864. 


Ratliff, William sa nw Wyss 1 
Rexroad, Uriah... 


Bae 


see 


Wounded and captured, June 18, 1864: 
died at Wilmington, N. C., Mar; 3, Toon, 


PS 
be SkE& 
Be S5e25 






a 


Missing in action at ne a 1, 'O4. 
ws 8 9 Reet A085 
i 





Tyo Miffiin,. saegees Lore ceed Nov. Bait ws 1864, at Winchester, 
or, Morris J... ..---.... ed at Cumbs shind, Feb. 13, 1883. 
oe Fea u ae ef hla 3 Corps, June 18, 
ap Steyge W iAiceink Corps, fune 15, 1864. 
patie o% Rept. 8 1862 nr se ae at {Cumberland Nov. 16, 1862. 
Thornhill, Willism. - Sept. 8, 1862 net wounds received in action June 12, 
Allender, James... April 20, 1864 els of wounds received in action June 12 


* 


Ford, Thaddeus C........... i Sept. 6, 1862 Died a at Weston, Soot 50, 1883, 
Flesher, Benton, . vedvv: i Killed at Berryville, Sept. 3, 1864. 
Jones, William... 


Soe 


Sopt. 8, 1862 
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Return a ane a ee ee ein bone big gy hog —— efathomedt 
at Camp and Visotenant with additions 
ee E 
Wher Mustered 
NAME Age | inte Service REMARKS 
Dgan, Micheel... Sept. 1, LAG at Meadow Mull, ®, 1864; 
ain Maen uae | asi ee so 
Fan ein Ay Bene 1, usm | Sick at Indianapoha, Sept. BBE: i. TF 
& 
Powers, Patrick. .........-.-. Sept, 1, 1862 i ~~ emcee women 
a8 | Sept 1, 1sn2 
2% | Sept. 1, Lak? 
a1 ss 1, 1802 
20 1, 1882 | Sick at Swody Hook, Auguet, 1964, 
18 | Sept. 1, 18A2 
83 | Sept. 4, 1802 | Promoted to Hergeand,. 
SS | Sept. 1, 182 
St | bept, t Lag? 
34 | Sept. 1, 1862 | Discharged for diswbiliiy March 12, 1904; 
25 | seve. & inet Captured a Bereyville Sept. 8,1 1864, 
f A 25 | Rept. 1, 1862 Captured at Cedar Grae, Oct. 19, 88. 
Billig, Jaane Peo... .scccsece 23} Sept. i, 1462 or ai Coder 5 Oe ‘ 1204: 
] ded ‘ut Salsbury on, Ki , Feb, 
Brown, Thomas. , SL | Mar, 31, i+ Wovtutes at Winchester, Bept, 9, 1864. 
Hite, Jeacgh Wesce-snvesss 30 | Boyt. 1, le git, ostiow aon? Lynchburg, dune 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
“STONEWALL” JACKSON IN LEWIS COUNTY. 


“There was everything in the child to betoken the great man. The 
more intimate I eet with his life the greater charm it has,’ wrote Sarah, 
N. Randolph, one of Stonewall Jackson’s biographers te Mrs. Alfred 
Neale, of Parkersburg, on August 17,1871. And such ia the general im- 
pression of all people who for a moment pause te consider the life of 
the gréat captain the Civil War brought forth, and whose carly life is 
inseparable with the story of Lewis County. From the time of his 
birth m the town of Clarksburg, until the setting of the star of a great 
American soldier on May 10, 1863, at Chancellorsville, the story of his 
life reads like a romance, bat one in which “truth is stranger than 
fiction.” 

Thomas Jackson was born January 21, 1824, the third child of Jona- 
than and Julia Beckwith Neale Jackson. The first few years of his 
life were filled with family adversities, March 26, 1826, his fathor died, 
his oldest sister a few days before; and the young widow with three 
little children left with meager means. In 1830 hie mother married (2) 
Biake Woodson, of Cumberland County, Virginia, and removed to pres- 
ant Fayette County, where she died the following year. The childrem in 
the meantime had been placed with relatives, Thomas going te the ald 
Jackson home at Jacksons Mills, then ocewpied by his step-grandmother 
(Mrs. Edward Jacksen) and several uncles and aunts. Here in the large 
hewn-log house that stood in the present appla orchard, he Need for 
almost twelve years, and at intermittent peridds thereafter, 

Young as he was he soon became well known for his dependability 
and honesty, He at once set about becoming acquainted with amd par- 
ticipating in every activity of the farm; raising chickens, helping care 
for the sheep, and later wore clothas made from the wool that came from, 
the Hays’ carding mill. Within a few years it was no unusual sight to 
see him driving oxen hitched to logs, sometimes 40 feet long, hauling 
them to the saw mill maintained as an adjunct to the “grist” mill—the 
remains of which still stand. Across the river from the home was a 
private race track and here he tried hig hand at riding’ Cumming Jack- 
son's herses in the races. His excellence caused him to be selected to 
ride in a great competitive race on Freeman's Creek, which is yet the 
talk of the old residents. And it soon became bad luck to have a bunt- 
ing party and not have the lad aleng, it mattered not whether in the 
day for deer, or at night for the raccoon. 

To seeure an education and to improve himael? seemed to be an aims 
always in his mind. Wis efforts aleng this line were many and varied. 
One such deal almest got him into trouble, The “eamphene”’ lamp had 
not reached the Valley pet; candied were a luxury and borrowed books 
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were to he read and returned with the utmost speed. He made arrange- 
menis with one of the slaves to farnish pine knots for light, and in 
return he woenld teach them te write “just like Mr, Ray taught me." The 
result was only fair, The light was secured and many hours spent in 
long evenings in this way, but the student to be, learning to write, wrote 
out 4 pass through the “underground railroad” and ran away. Happily, 
his Unele Cummins Jackson was so taken with the boy’s earnestness that 
it was overlooked, 

It was no unusual matter for Weston folks to be solicited to buy 
maple sugar, which Jackson made with his own hands and the help of 
“Celia,” the faithfnl slave who cared for the house. The sale of fish also 
furnished further remuneration, 

During the winter of 1836-7, under the leadership of his brother, 
Warren, they set out down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers to seek for- 
tane, but soon returned without it. The summer of 1837 found him 
working on the old Parkersburg and Staunton Pike under Major Minter 
Bailey, and who was ever ready to answer the multitude of questions 
asked about all engineering problems. The winter of 1839 Was spent 
in school in Lewis County’s first court house building, under the instrac- 
tion of Alexander Scott Withers, a brilliant writer and scholar who was 
much attached to his quict student. Mathew Edmiston, a brilliant young 
lawyer, arrived in the winter of 1889 and with him brought a small 
library of choice books. Jackson at once repaired to the office of Edmis. 
ton, whe not only loaned him books, but helped him in his studies, 

About this time Jackson came inte possession of a great desirz—a 
violin, and he soon learned to play. Several stories are handed down 
in this connection and later his companions at West Point set down his 
attempts to play a flute. At the same time the great Christian charac 
ter which so set him apart began to crystallize as shown in his letters, 

The spring of 1840 found Colonel Withers a member of the county 
court along with Major Minter Bailey. They set owt to get Jackson a 
job and June i1, 1841, he walked out of the court room a full-fledged 
constable, a sort of “minor sheriff’ in that dey, He at once set about 
his duties and filled the office with industry and fidelity, The eon» 
stableship only lasted a year, for a far greater opportunity arose. 

Congressman Samwel L. Hays announced that he had a vacancy at 
West Point for a cadet, and young Jackson quickly grasped the chance, 
Three other applicants appeared, J. N, Camden, G, J. Butcher and J. A. 
J, Lightburn, who later became a brigadier general in the Federal Arnry. 
A sort of loesl examination was held at the Bailey Hotel and Gibson J, 
Butcher was selected. Butcher left for West Point, found it wae net te 
his liking and came home. Here again was an opportunity for Jackson, 
and he appealed to Captain George Jackson and Jonathan M. Bennett, 
the latter a rising young lawyer of 26, then residing on the site of the 
Sennett Memorial in Court Street, Weston, “I know I have the energy 
and 1 think T have the intellect. I am very ignorant but I ean make it 
up in study,” he told Mr. Bennett. On June 17, Mr. Hays in Waah- 
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ington found himself confronted with a determined young man with 
his few belongings in saddle pockets. He preserited a letter from 
Butcher in which was set forth, “Mr, Jackson will deliver this letter to 
you, who is an applicant for the appointment.” 

On July 1, 1842, he was admitted to West Point and thereafter each 
year during the encampment period returned to Weston and Jacksons 
Mills for a visit, During the summer of 1844 an incident took place 
which is worthy of notice. 

Dressed in a brand new uniform, monted om one of the fine horses 
from the Jackson stables, he set owt one Sunday to attend church at 
Broad Run. With him rede Miss Caroline Norris, Sylvanus White and 
others. Crossing the West Fork River at) Withers Ford, the water was 
some three feet deep, and his horse stumbled, precipitating the future 
general into the river. His companions were alarmed and when he arose 
and remounted proposed that they turn back and let him get some dry 
clothes. “Tt will soon he church time and we must not be late,” re re- 
plied, and in this condition went on to ehurch, 

Graduating from West Point he paid a visit to Weston im the summer 
ef 1846, Colonel William McKinley was holding the annual muster of 
the One Hundred and Fifty-ninth Virginia Militia. Jeckson was re- 
quested ta take command of one company, which he did after aome dis- 
cussion. McKinley later failed to give the proper command, Jackson's 
company was headed up Main Street, se he went on. Afterwards he 
explained he was simply “cheying orders.” Within a short time he was 
“obeying orders” in the War with Mexico, where he achieved distinction 
and merited promotions. 

Following his return to the States he made several more visite back 
to his boyhood home, the last during the summer of 1867, ‘With this the 
narrative of his conneetion with Lewis County comes to a close, but his 
heart was ever with this region as shown im bis lettera in connection 
with political matters therein up antil his death. In the war that fal- 
lowed, he with many others brave and true fought for the right ae they 
saw it. Today we are all content to leave Jackson in his place of honor 
among the great captains of all time, “who to the renowt of a great. 
soldier and woselfish patriot added the brighter fame of a Christian 
hero.” 








Bridge over West Ferk of the Monongahela at “Barnes Milla” or 
Bendaleé, An important outpost daring the war, and where 
MekKinley served as mn picket. 





CONRADS STATION 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 
WILLIAM McKINLEY, THE SOLDIBR, IN WEST VIRGINIA. 


The morning of the 29th of July 1861, dawned dark and gloomy on the 
little town of Weston, in Lewis County, then in Virginia. Incessant 
rains had swollen the West Fork of the Monongahela beyond its banks, 
and the “turnpikes” were heavy with mud. Suddenly a eourier swept. 
by the Bailey Hotel on his way to the headquarters of “Camp Tyler,” 
and within a short time the regimental band of the Seventh Ohic Infan- 
try swung into Main Street, with welcoming strains to a long line of 
infantry slowly toiling up the Clarksburg Pike into town, It proved to 
be the Twenty-third Ohie Volunteers, which moving forward from Camp 
Chase, Ohio, had detrained at Clarksburg on the 27th and moved forward 
to Weston, 25 miles to the south, om the way to the “front” in the im- 
pending Civil War. 


The regiment came to a halt near the street intersection with the 
old Parkersburg and Staunten Pike, the long ina extending far into the 
distance. Stragglers made up of Ohio youths not inured to such tasks 
were to be found even beyond, and equipment could be found scattered 
along the route far belew the village of Jane Lew. At the head rede 
Colonel E. B. Scammon, destined to rise to the rank of brigadier general, 
And, indeed, rarely had any regiment such a brilliant personnel. The 
brigadier commander was none other than William &. Roseercans, gradu- 
ate of West Point, and later commander of the Army of the Cumber- 
land, The lieutenant eclenel was Stanley Matthews, brilliant barrister 
and later member of the United States Supreme Court, whose legal 
ability was at once called into action when some of his men killed a 
farmer's sheep. The senior member was none other than Rutherford 
B. Hayes, Little did he know that in the ranks of Company E, halted 
ih front of the Camden home, stood two eighteen-year-old privates, 
epusins, one of whom would enter the halls of Congress as be tosk up 
the duties of President of the United States, 


“Column left” came a command and Company E, composed almost, 
entirely of youths from Poland, Ohio, swung inte Third Street, and was 
soon drawn up in front of the little brick Methodist Church building that 
was to be company headquarters. Soon members were gathered in 
groups about the town, or were viewing with interest the 1,200-fect 
foundations of the “Trans-Allegheny Asylum.” But not aq with the 
two cousins, both of whom hastened to write home. Angus Reger, 
eourler attached to Captain William Leib's “express,” soon set out for 
Clarksburg, bearing in the mail twe letters. One wes from William 
McKinley Osborne, later Consul General te London. The other was from 
“Private Wm. McKinley, Jr.” to Mrs, Willlam McKinley, Sr., revealing 
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even then that attitude toward his mother maintained antl her death in 
1897, and which endeared wor martyred President to all people, 

Within a few days, after formal “guard mount” the future President 
entered upon his firat duties, that of picket, a dangerous task, even at 
times from those who advanced with « certificate setting forth that the 
bearer, “a loyal citizen is permitted to pass picket guard on every lane 
and road.’ His first station, tradition relates, was at Maxwells Bridge 
on the Buckhannon road, and which regimental “grape vine talk” related 
was haunted. Then next came a period of service at Barnes Mil, at 
Bendale, south of Weston. This was a most strategic point, controlling 
twe routes te the interior, and at the time every shadow magnified itself 
into bodies of invading Confederates. Here the Weston and Gauley Pike 
erosses the West Fork of Monongahela, pessing through the historic ald 
Chenowith bridge erected in 1863-4. Above it stood the quaint old mill 
overshadowed by the old manor house. The great bend was a place of 
rugged beanty by day and of ghostly silence by night. Here for about 
a month McKinley assisted, occupying a place of great respomsibility 
often under cireumstances that would have tried the soul of one of leas 
resolute character. 

In the latter part of August the regiment in two sections moved out 
of Weston for the “front.” The 3ist found McKinley’s company passing 
“Qonrads Station’ and the night im camp at Camdensa Meadows at 
Jacksonville, little knowing thet they would advance over the same road 
the next yaar in winters snow and mud, September Ist found them at 
Bulltown. Joining Rosecran’s main command, they moved forward into 
Nicholas County, where on the evening of September 10th Company E 
gained its first reputation as a fighting unit, in « skirmish with the 
Confederates under General Floyd, The regiment followed the vetreat- 
ing forces of Floyd to the base of Big Sewell mountain, and then went 
into winter quarters at Camp Ewing om New River. Here many of 
McKinley's comredes fell before dreaded pneumonia. The winter was 
spent in drill and discipline. April 15, 1862, found McKinley at Fayette- 
ville adyaced to the rank of commissary sergeant, 

Leaving winter quarters on April 22nd, the regiment moved forward 
and occupied Princeton, where it was attacked by General Heth on May 
kth. Falling back te the narrows of New River, re-enforcements ware 
received and Princeton re-occupied. The Confederates having aut the 
line of supplies, a retreat was ordered te Flat Top Mountain, from which 
polnt the regiment moved down the Kanawha Valley, arriving at Camp 
Piatt, a few miles above Charleston, on August 18th. After a rest of a 
few dava McKinley's company was soon on the way by the river route 
to Parkersburg, where the regiment entrained for Washington. Septem- 
ber 17th found them in the great conflict of Antietam or Sharpsburg in 
the thick of the fray in which men from the Kanawha division fall on 
ali sides. MeKinley’s activities won for him a promation to second Neu- 
tenant of Company D. Lieutenant Colonel Hayes, who was wounded ip 
the same battle, set down in his journal that McKinley was “an exceed- 
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ingly bright, intelligent and gentlemanly young officer, He promises to 
be one of the best.” 

On October 15th the regiment arrived in Clarksburg and once again 
McKinley passed through Weston, Bulltown, Sutton and Summersville, 
over the same toilsome route pursued in 1861. The period from the 
middle of November until March 15, 1863, was spent in winter quarters 
at Gauley Bridge. McKinley in the meantime (February 7th) being 
advanced to first Hieutenant of his old company, Moving down the 
Kanawha River, the regiment entered camp in Wesb Charleston, and 
with the exception of one expedition te Hockingport, on the Ohio, during 
John Morgan's “raid,” a long period of inactivity was now entered 
upon. Little occurred to break the monotony of camp life except the 
attractions of the town out of which evolved the “Capital” of the new 
State of West Virginia, born during their occupation. The men com- 
plained bitterly of constant drilling and no fighting. 

It was not until April 29, 1864, that the regiment moved up the 
Kanawha River to present Marmet, preparatory to joining the “Dublin 
Raid.” On May 9th McKinley's company lived up to its Antietam repu- 
tation in the battle of Cloyd Mountain. After a minor affair at New 
River Bridge and the operations of Hunter in the Upper Valley, the 
regiment again entered Charleston on July ist. Leaving by river for 
Parkersburg after a ten days’ rest, McKinley is found in the operations 
of the eastern “panhandle.” At the battle of Kernstown on July 24th 
under orders from Hayes, he rode into the “very jaws of death” ta reseue 
a forgotten regiment. Por this he was made captain of Company G on 
the 25th. 

The fall of 1864 still found McKinley in this region, and here near 
Martinsburg, on West Virginia soil, the soldier boy of eighteen in 1961, 
now of legal age, cast his first vote. The “booth” was an ambulance, and 
the ballot box was an empty eandle ease. Being then detailed as As- 
sistant Adjutant General on the staff of Governor S, ©, Carroll, the 
narrative of his services in West Virginia comes to an end. The regi- 
ment, however, returned te Grafton in January, 1845, 

MeKinley's services could scarcely go unnoticed in higher circles, and 
on March 15, 1865, he was breveted major for “gallant and meritorious 
services.” As fate decreed he was to live to occupy the chair of “A. 
Lincoln,” who signed bis commission, and like him to die at the hands of 
an assassin, And no greater compliment could be paid his memory 
than the words of ex-President Hayes, who in 1891, said of his services 
in West Virginia: “The night was never too dark, the weather was 
never too cold; there was no sleet er storm, or hail or rain or snow that 
was in the way of his prompt and efficient performance of every duty.’" 





CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
MEMORIES: WHEN A GHOST 1S NOT A GHOST. 


After nearly seventy-five years of the hardest kind of life, standing 
like a silent sentinel watching the encroaching iron and cement age, 
still survives an early Chenoweth bridge, in the suburbs of Weston, 
West Virginia. Born, as it were, in an act of the Virginia Assembly, 
on March 13, 1847, which provided that bridges be built over the West 
Fork at Weston and “across Stone Coal Creek,” it has had a long and 
honorabld career. And who would say that it did not have a romantic 
origin. 


Lemuel Chenoweth, of Philippi, always interested In raad building, 
especially in western Virginia, where good roads were unknown, de- 
signed it, taking his model te Richmond, he appeared before the Board 
of Public Works in competition with others, and what did they do? 
Laughed at him. Picking up his rough model, each end was placed on 
a chair and he jumped squarely in the center thereof. “T defy any of 
you to de likewise,” he said, and nove did. He got the contract, and that 
he builded well is self-evident. By 1850 “Maxwell's Ford” a hated place 
in time of freshet was passed over Im comfort and safety. 


This structure is net as large, nor as pretentious as the noted Maulsby 
Bridge below Clarksburg, lately deserted by the State Road Commission, 
bot about it a shroud of romance, part of the legends of time, bub 
much of truth, has been woven. And could it but act down the observa- 
tions of years, wondrous narrative it would make. It has had its meed 
of visitors fram the lowly tramp to the highest In the nation. William 
McKinley served as picket and Rutherford EB. Hayes inspected the oat- 
post there in the Civil War. Even George B. MeClellan, the “Little 
Napoleon” of the Union seldiers, rede out from, Buckhannon and “looked 
it over.” Whitelaw Reid, soldier-writer, stopped to chat and pick up 
an item for his Cincinnati paper, and then did not stop himaelf until he 
became editor of the New York Tribune and Ambassador to England. 

And of romantic tales of war and peace there would be a plenty, A 
groan of pain would come forth with the plaint thal a maddened driver 
ef artillery in Imboden’s command, “tore in uy side a great gaping 
wound’ with the hubs of en artillery caisson. And then again, “Did not 
the men tether their horses to my side beams and let them nibble until 
one would think a beaver had worked on them.” And continuing, “did 
mot every man think it right ta cut his name on my aides end look 
where a shivering sentry stood and carved ‘Samuel Knight, Co. E, 6 Reg. 
Va. Nov. 7, 1863, it’s d-—n cold tonight.” 

Turning from war one may look further and see engraved the names 
of many young men and young women out for a Sunday stroll. Among 
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them two who have been spared to head one of Weston’s most splendid 
families to this day. 

But on with the story of a ghost that was not a ghost. 

It was in the month of June, 1861; McClellan and his army had oecn- 
pied northern western Virginia. The Seventh Ohio Infantry, commanded 
by Colonel E. B. Tyler, had ocewpied the little town of Weston. Regi- 
mental headquarters were established near the ruins of the Caleb Bog- 
gess home, on the then property of the State of Virginie. To the south- 
west, beyond a shield of trees, could dimly be made out the beginning of 
the Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. 

Charles Johns busied himself with the installation of a military tele~ 
graphic system to connect with Clarksburg. By his sida steod John 
Wood, the regimental mail orderly, waiting on Michael Egan, the courier 
who had left earlier in the day from Olarksburg with the mail, Sud- 
denly there was a noise of resounding hoofs on the floors of the old 
Second Street covered bridge, and in a cloud of dust appeared the “mail 
man”—-with misstves of joy or sorrow as the case might be. 

“Well, Major, what luck?” querier Wood, as the courier dismounted. 

“Net much. Got shot at twice below Jane Lew, and suppose before I 
get to Conrada Station some bushwhacker will get me.” 

“Oh, welll Uf I were you I would get myself a company and da some 
fighting myself,” replied Weed, ag he proceeded to sort owt the mail, 
some addressed to men who made history later. 

*That’s just what I will do. You know the Egans in old Ireland came 
from fighting stock,” replied the late major of the One Hundred and 
Ninety-second Virginia Militia, as he mounted his horse and rede away. 

“My folks are sending me some shoes. They think we are in for a first- 
class war,” suddenly put in Johns, as he folded a letter and pizced it in 
a pocket. Turning he saw Wood helding 4 letter in his hand, his face 
white and drawn. “What's wrong, fellow? Sick?” 

“Nothing at all,” came the reply, as the orderly vanished im a tent. 

The captain of the guard sat upon an army trunk and surveyed his 
orders for the evening. There were remors that a Confederate detach- 
ment was in Upshur and might core down Skim Creak or Stone Coal. 
“Order guards at all paints te allow no ome to pasa tonight,” he read. 
“Do not allow these Westen girls to ride out Polk Creek on the army 
horses. This practice must be stepped. And sameene might be killed.” 
“Well, orders sare orders,” he saliloquised, as he rese to go about his 
duties, Stepping from his tent he noticed Wood pass the Jackson- 
Vandervort stere and disappear through the bridge. 


Guard number ten slowly made his way out the Parkersburg and 
Steunten Pike te the bridge at Maxwells. Nothing unusual was seen, 
atid m hie mind be doubted the stories of impending danger. John 
Camden and an Edmiston boy, “armed” with a military pass stopped 
for a moment to talk, returning from the evening occupation of “taking 
the cows baek te the pasture.” The stillness of night eame on, a flicker- 
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ing light in the eld Maxwell home went out, and no sound arose bat 
the tinkling of the stream. Suddenly a figure appeared in the gloomy 
approach to the bridge, coming from the direction of the Harrison home- 
stead. 

“Halt! Who goes there?” 

No answer, only the thump of feet upon the floor, A second challenge 
and no response and then a flash of flame from the sentinel’s gun, 

A. shrill eall “You can’t. shoot a rebel,” another flash, and all was still. 
Keenly alert for danger from ether sources the sentinel awalted the 
eoming of the relief of the guard. It was his first shot in war, and he 
was overcome with emotion as to what was right, but “orders are 
orders.” 

The relief came, the situation was explained, and cautiously ad- 
vaneing into the bridge, devising a light, they found—no one, 


“Yes, he is seriously wounded.” “I wish you would send for Dr. 
Camden,” said Dr. Cushing, as he finished examining John Wood, who 
lay unconscious before the assembly at headquarters. Turning to the 
commanding officer he produced a shattered wooden-framed daguerreo- 
type that had heen found in a pocket of the wounded man’s clothing. 

“This no doubt saved his life, if he HMves; 1 wonder whe it is. On 
the back it says “To John from Evelyn.’ But tell me what happened.” 

“Well, it was like this,” replied the colonel; “the sentry was ordered 
to shoot and he shot, The second guard after seareh thought him 
joking, but when morning came they found blood om the east end of 
the flooring of the bridge. Further examination showed smeara on the 
top beams on the upper side. All along the great roof beam. could be 
seen the imprint of human hands as though dipped in paint. Lying on 
it in a precarious situation, fifteen feet above the floor, at the end toward 
town, was Wood, A detachment of the guard got him down and here 
he fs, I don’t know why he did it, for of all persons he knew the ocders 
and that it meant death.” 

“Well, some things are beyond me,” said the physician aa he further 
exarsined the clothing. “Look, here is a letter. Perhaps it will shed 
some light on it.” Unfolding he read: 


“Pimira, Ohio, June 23, 1861, 
"Dear John: You know all my people are down in Virginia. 
I simply cannot let you go on making war against many of my 
loved ones. You have made your choice and T have made mine. 
Our engagement is to be considered ended. 
“Evelyn.” 


“That explains it all, but I hope be will get well anyway. Let Dr. 
Camden examine him when be comes and leave Johns with him. I will 
go over town and see what I can fix wp im the way of a hospital” Cush- 
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ing slowly walked away meditating upon the singularities of human life, 
Consciousness soon returned to Wood. A few days of careful nursing 
by Johns and the two physicians, recovery was assured. Once again 
Egan rode up with the mail. 
“A letter for you, Wood,” said Egan. “Brace up, boy, I'll bet it's 
good news.” 
“Well, give it to Johns and let him read it te me. You will have to 
hunt up another job if I get well, for you certainly fixed me once.” 
With a laugh and “I was young once myself,” the courier vanished in 
the bridge entrance. Johns with mingled feelings opened the letter and 
read: 
“Elmira, Ohio, June 27, 1861. 
“Dear John: No one will ever know the agony I have gone 
through since writing a note a few days ago. I know now you 
were only doing your duty. If you still care and feel unworthy I 
will be waiting for you. Every day I shall pray that God will 
spare you, and every moment now I shall look forward te your 
reply. 
“Your own ungrateful, Evelyn.” 


Time has not revealed the sequel to the story. The regiment soon 
left for the Kanawha Valley, and following them to resume duty was 
Wood. But gentle reader, who may pause to look upon the evidence 
still extant by the side of the historic old Parkersburg and Staunton 
Pike, may you not hope that fate brought the lovers again together, and 
that “they lived happy ever after.” 








